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‘This is a passionate and fascinating book: lucid, engaging and fluently written it not only 
documents the histories of individual women in higher education, it also makes the case for 
the difference that their presence makes - both to universities themselves and to our wider 
expectations and aspirations about gender relations. It is an important, indeed essential, 
contribution to our understanding, and the making of, democratic education.’

Mary Evans, London School of Economics, UK

‘Miriam David celebrates the way that feminism has changed the landscape of higher education 
forever while asking forensic questions about the future of gender studies in a corporate, 
neoliberal landscape. One of her significant achievements is to draw on the voices of several 
generations of feminist intellectuals to both deepen and enliven her broader arguments.’

Melissa Benn

Drawing on the ‘collective biography’ of leading feminist scholars from around the world and current evidence 
relating to gender equality in education, this book employs methods including biographies, life histories, and 
narratives to show how the feminist project to transform women’s lives in the direction of gender and social 
equality became an educational and pedagogical one. Through careful attention to the ways in which feminism 
has transformed feminist academic women’s lives, the author explores the importance of education in changing 
socio-political contexts, raising questions about further changes that are necessary.
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