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Early Years Research Conference
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University of Sussex

P R O G R A M M E
There will be three sets of presentations running concurrently in two time slots (10.30-11.30am 

and 11.45am-12.45pm). Choose two presentation sessions according to your interests 
and sign up for them on the day.

9.15-
9.45am:

Registration + tea/coffee in the 
Fulton Foyer

9.45-
10.15am:

Welcome from Dr Rebecca Webb, University of Sussex
Reflections on the role of research in early years education from Dr Carla Solvason 
(University of Worcester) 
Fulton Lecture Theatre A

10.30-
11.30am:

Encounters with Nature – Preschooler perspectives on Forest School: Kathleen Bailey
Autism and Attachment –  Key person relationships within a special school: Zillah Turner
Chaired by Dr Rebecca Webb, University of Sussex
Room 107, Fulton

Making Sense of ‘Quality Interactions’ – Practitioner perspectives on practice: Hayley Preston
Adult-Child Relationships – Practical challenges explored: Hollie Ashlee
Chaired by Deborah Brown, University of Sussex
Room 202, Fulton

Observation Unpicked - Critiquing different methods within one setting: Alice Wakerley
Pedagogy, Space and Objects – How children are affected: Suzanne Borton 
Chaired by Jacqueline Young, University of Sussex
Room 203, Fulton

11.45am-
12.45pm:

Encounters with Nature – Preschooler perspectives on Forest School: Kathleen Bailey
Autism and Attachment –  Key person relationships within a special school: Zillah Turner
Chaired by Deborah Brown, University of Sussex
Room 107, Fulton

Making Sense of ‘Quality Interactions’ – Practitioner perspectives on practice: Hayley Preston
Adult-Child Relationships – Practical challenges explored: Hollie Ashlee
Chaired by Jacqueline Young, University of Sussex
Room 202, Fulton

Observation Unpicked - Critiquing different methods within one setting: Alice Wakerley
Pedagogy, Space and Objects – How children are affected: Suzanne Borton 
Chaired by Dr Rebecca Webb, University of Sussex
Room 203, Fulton

12.50-1pm PLENARY

1-2pm LUNCH IN FOYER



P R E S E N TAT I O N  D E TA I L S

Encounters with Nature – Preschooler perspectives on Forest School

Kathleen Bailey is a qualified Forest School practitioner and passionate advocate for this approach.  
In her case study she sets out on a personal journey to discover what a group of preschool children 
make of their Forest School sessions with her. Using methods appropriate to researching with young 
children, Kathleen examines the implications of first-hand experiences with nature.

Autism and Attachment – Key person relationships within a special school

Zillah Turner has an interest in special education that is both personal and professional.  
In her research she explores how children with autism within one special school form attachments to 
key adults. Her work raises important questions for adults teaching children with SEND in the Early 
Years and charged with fulfilling the role of key person.

Making Sense of ‘Quality Interactions’ – Practitioner perspectives on practice

Hayley Preston interrogates what exactly the taken-for-granted term ‘quality interactions’ means to  
practitioners within the context of early years education. Drawing on interviews with nursery workers, 
Hayley examines how understandings of this term are reached and how they are put into practice.  
Her work draws attention to the importance of sustained shared thinking.

Adult-Child Relationships – Practical challenges explored

Hollie Ashlee investigates the challenges faced by practitioners in one setting as they seek to build and 
manage multiple adult-child relationships. She reveals the awareness practitioners have about the  
ways in which children’s health and well-being can be both helped and hindered by close attachments 
to key adults. She draws interesting conclusions that have implications for the key person system. 

Observation Unpicked – Critiquing different methods within one setting

Alice Wakerley is a psychology graduate and an experienced practitioner used to observing children. 
Within her research Alice compares and critiques different observational methods used within one 
nursery. In the process she raises important pedagogical questions about who observes and for what 
purpose. Her work has implications for all those tasked with recording children’s progress and  
development within the EYFS.

Pedagogy, Space and Objects – How children are affected

Suzanne Borton uses her research to critique a unique setting where a range of pedagogical  
approaches are applied simultaneously. Through careful observation of daily life, Suzanne captures  
unsettling examples of the ways in which children were affected profoundly by the intra-actions that 
occur between physical space, material objects, pedagogy and practitioners. Suzanne’s work reminds 
us to pay attention to the material world within which children are tasked with learning.


