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Summer 2016
SPOTLIGHT: FASTER READING

Young people of all ages, along with their parents/carers, were encouraged to 
Read for Fun as much as they can this summer at Big Friendly Read events – 

part of the ‘Summer Reading Challenge 2016’, launched 16 July across 
Brighton & Hove Libraries. Reading experts gave practical advice on how to 

inspire and get young people reading.

The event at Brighton’s Jubilee Library was attended by CTLR members 
and also multi award-winning Brighton-based author, Juno Dawson, 
writer of dark teen thrillers such as Hollow Pike and Cruel Summer. 

Juno answered questions and signed books.

At the event, CTLR members Dr Julia Sutherland and Dr Jo Westbrook presented 
new research on the benefits of faster reading: Teachers asked 365 

Year 8 students (predominantly weaker readers) to read two challenging novels 
back-to-back over the course of a school term. As a result, weaker readers made 
a phenomenal 16 months’ progress on average in their reading comprehension 

level, with students overall gaining an average of eight and a half months’ progress 
(measured by standardised pre and post-comprehension tests).

Principal Investigator, Dr Julia Sutherland, said: 
“It is extremely important that we encourage parents and carers to continue their 
children’s reading over the school holidays to prevent the recognised ‘dip’ in their 

reading skills when not in school.

“There is a wealth of research which shows that extended reading ‘makes children 
smarter’, and our own study shows that ‘back to back’ reading of just 

two challenging novels can greatly improve the reading skills of adolescents. 
Especially weaker readers.”



MEMBERS’ NEWS AND MOVES
PUBLICATIONS / OUTPUTS

•	 Hampden-Thompson, G. & Galindo, C. (2016, in press): ‘School-family relationships, school satisfaction 
and the academic achievement of young people’. Educational Review

•	 Haward, T. (Doctor of Education researcher), reviewed the following book for London Review of Books 
(Institute of Education): Palaiologou, I., Needham, D. & Male, T. (eds.) (2016):  
Doing Research in Education: Theory and Practice.  
LA, London, New York, Singapore, Washington DC: SAGE

•	 Hudson, B. (2016): Education and Social Justice: Democratising Education, THINK.IAFOR.COM, think.
iafor.org/education-and-social-justice-democratising-education

•	 Hudson, B. (2016): ‘Didactics’. In D. Wyse, L. Hayward and J. Pandya (Eds.) Sage Handbook of  
Curriculum, Pedagogy and Assessment, Sage Publications.  
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-handbook-of-curriculum-pedagogy-and-assessment-2v/ 
book242832 

PRESENTATIONS / IMPACT ACTIVITY

•	 Daubney, A. (2016, 21 May): Workshop (with Professor Martin Fautley, Birmingham City University):  
The Case for Music: Curriculum, Pedagogy and Assessment Panel (with Rob Wilson and Sarah Earl):  
How can teachers become informed, expert and confident in all aspects of assessment?  
Learning First Inaugural Conference, Sheffield Hallam University

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 14-17 March): Born to Fight: The university experiences of the daughters of single 
mothers in the UK at ‘Neoliberalism, Education and Changing Values: Theories and Methods in  
Educational Research’, Umeå University Sweden and University of Sussex.

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 5 April): National Union of Students (NUS) Women’s Conference,  
‘Women and Education’ (Invited panellist)

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 7 April): British Sociological Association, Main Conference, Aston University,  
‘Bastard’ daughters in the Ivory Tower: Illegitimacy and the higher education experiences of the  
daughters of single mothers in the UK 

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 11 May): Ngender, Documentary Film Series, Moderator/Discussion facilitator,  
She’s beautiful when she’s angry (Invited guest)

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 28 May): 10th International EUREDOCS Conference, ‘Equity and Diversity in  
Contemporary Higher Education’, Out of Place: Being in without belonging in higher education for first 
generation students in the UK

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 7 July): ‘Social Justice in Times of Crisis and Hope: Young People, Well-being and the 
Politics of Education’, RMIT University of Barcelona, Unreasonable rage, disobedient dissent: The social 
construction of student activists through media and institutional discourses in the United Kingdom

•	 Gagnon, J. (2016, 11 July): ‘Education and Childhood Studies: Research, Practice, and Impact’,  
University of Portsmouth, The Sound of Silence: Hearing the voices of underrepresented students  
in the classroom

•	 Gazeley, L. (2016, 6-8 June): Workshop: Promoting cross-national understandings of exclusion in order 
to improve outcomes for socially and educationally vulnerable groups  
Seventh Conference on Childhood Studies, Turku, Finland

•	 Gazeley, L. (2016, 28 April) (With Gino Graziano, Joint Head of Widening Participation,  
University of Sussex): Widening Participation: Theory and practice CIE Research Cafe

•	 Hudson, B. (2016, July): Education and Social Justice: Democratizing Education, Conference Co-Chair 
Address, European Conference on Education (ECE2016), The International Academic Forum (IAFOR).

•	 Hudson, B. (2016, 8-12 April): Organiser and Chair: Beyond Fragmentation: Global Perspectives on 
Didactics, Learning and Teaching  
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/tabid/10208/Default.aspx 
Chair: International Research on Challenges in Mathematics Teaching and Learning American  
Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting, Washington DC



•	 Hudson, B. and Meyer, M. (2016, 7-12 April) Beyond Fragmentation: Mapping the International  
Landscape on Didactics, Learning and Teaching, WERA Focal Meeting 2016, 7-12 April 2016,  
Washington.

•	 Marshall, N. (2016, 14 June): Keynote: The uses of music as a non-pharmacological  
intervention in caring for the elderly living with dementia  
Annual Conference of the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales - CSSIW  
(Arolygiaeth Gofal a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol Cymru - AGGCC)

•	 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2016): Reading for Fun Changes Lives, Jubilee Library, Brighton.
•	 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2016, 12 July): A Faster Read: Developing reading comprehension of 

adolescent weaker readers. CPD session for local school teachers. Bramber House, University of Sussex.
•	 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2016, 8-10 July) Ensuring the poor get richer: Theorising the  

comprehension process for teachers and their adolescent readers, UKLA, Bristol University.
•	 Sutherland, J. (2015, 27 June): A Fast Read: Developing Weaker Readers’ Comprehension.  

ITE Conference, University of Sussex.
•	 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2016, 25 April): Fast and Furious: Adolescents Comprehending  

Challenging Texts. Joint Practice Development Day, Brighton.
•	 Dr Julia Sutherland contributed to the following press activity in 2016: 

- Interview on Heart Radio promoting Reading For Fun Changes Lives event at Jubilee Library, Brighton 
(15 July) - included report of the ‘Faster Read’ research 
- Interview on BBC Sussex Radio promoting Reading For Fun Changes Lives event at Jubilee Library, 
Brighton (16 July) - included report of ‘Faster Read’ research 
- Interview for ITV Meridian News promoting Reading For Fun Changes Lives event at Jubilee Library, 
Brighton (16 July) - included report of the ‘Faster Read’ research

•	 Tregenza, J. (2016, 22 June): Paper title TBC Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar:  
‘Initial Teacher Training in England’

•	 Webb, R. (2016, 5-7 July): contributed to a symposium:  Emerging Publics:  Politics, The Political Agency 
in Children’s Everyday Lives’, Webb, R., Arduldoss, V., Vavantakis, C., Nolas, M., Kirby, P.,  
at the 6th International Conference:  The Social, The Biological and the Material Child, Centre for the 
Study of Childhood and Youth, University of Sheffield.

RESEARCH

Dr Ally Daubney and Duncan Mackrill are currently undertaking research with secondary schools across the 
UK to build a comprehensive view of secondary school music curriculum provision over the past five years. 
With the changes to the curriculum, (notably the introduction of the EBacc) examinations and the ways in 
which schools and pupils are ‘measured’, this research is investigating past or current changes of provision 
in music in secondary schools. This includes curriculum time and models, staffing levels, examinable options 
offered, when choices are made to continue to study Music and uptake at Key Stages 4 and 5. The results 
from this exercise will provide clear evidence to interested parties about the impact of curriculum changes on 
music. The data collection will be complete in early August and the intention is to disseminate results during 
the Autumn term in partnership with the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) and Music Mark.

Dr Louise Gazeley (Senior Lecturer), along with colleague Dr Tamsin Hinton-Smith (Senior Lecturer in Higher 
Education) have been commissioned by London Aimhigher South to provide feedback on the pilot phase of 
the Higher Education Champions Coaching programme. The programme has come out of a collaboration 
between the funders, Local Authority staff working with Looked After Children and universities in the London 
area.

Dr Louise Gazeley, Dr Tamsin Hinton-Smith and Dr Jacqui Shepherd have been commissioned to do some 
research by the Sussex Learning Network working in collaboration with the widening participation teams at 
the University of Brighton, Chichester and Sussex and Northbrook College. The research aims to provide 
insights into how the decisions made by young people with no family history of higher education are shaped 
by their local contexts. It will also explore the criteria used to identify these young people for interventions 
with a view to informing local practice.



Dr Simon Thompson (Head of the Department of Education) and Dr Andy Chandler Grevatt 
(Teaching Fellow) designed and delivered a two-week professional development course 

for school teachers in the Chaoyang District of Beijing from 26 June - 9 July 2016.
The course shared best practice in teaching, learning and assessment, 

and drew on UK scholarships. 

Over 75 teachers were involved in the intensive sessions, which combined theory and 
research alongside practical activities. The teachers were committed to trying new ideas in 

active learning, differentiation strategies and assessment for learning. 
The course received 100 per cent positive evaluations and the District’s Education 

committee has since commissioned the University of Sussex to return to deliver 
a lesson study project in 2017.

SPOTLIGHT: Professional Development in Beijing



SPOTLIGHT: Theresa Gooda
Theresa Gooda is a part-time doctoral researcher in the School of Education and Social Work and 

Director of English at the Weald School in Billingshurst. She is also a member of the Millais Teaching 
Alliance Research and Development Group and researcher lead for her school. She gained her MA in 

Education from Edge Hill University (Lancashire) in 2014.

Theresa has been an English teacher for twenty years, and has been involved from the outset in 
action research and case study. Her interest in these areas began whilst studying 

for her PGCE and continue today:  

“When I spot something strange, or think something could be taught better, 
I investigate it the best way I know how: with the students in the classroom. 

In a way, my doctoral research is a natural development of this.”  

Theresa’s research explores the development of an effective reading-for-enjoyment pedagogy 
in secondary English classrooms. She is concerned with the dichotomy between reading for 
enjoyment, and accountability in relation to reading within policy assessment frameworks. 

As teachers are required to concentrate on decoding, comprehension and developing students’ 
knowledge about linguistic and structural aspects of texts through minute deconstruction, 

the reason for reading the text in the first place is destroyed.  She contends that the 
highly analytical deconstructive approach - especially at word and sentence level - seems to be 

in tension with students gaining pleasure from achieving coherence of whole texts. 

Theresa is also investigating other ways in which policy and practice undermine the status of 
readers in schools, including teacher knowledge about reading theories, and the differences 

in attitudes towards reading between primary and secondary schools. 
She presented some of her ideas at the National Association of English Teachers 

(NATE) conference in Stratford-Upon-Avon in June.

Since taking part in a year-long Teaching Exchange to Australia in 2005, Theresa has been involved in 
a number of international ‘Connecting Classrooms’ projects, helping to establish links with schools in 

Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Ethiopia and Uganda: she took groups of students to Uganda in 2014 
and 2015. Theresa says the richness of the cultural exchange for teachers, as well as students, 

can be transformative and challenges pedagogical beliefs in unexpected ways through experience of 
different curricula and modes of assessment.   

Theresa enjoys writing creatively, particularly poetry and short stories. She has also written 
for a number of education-related publications. She is a group leader for the Sussex branch 

of ‘Teachers As Writers’ - part of the National Writing Project (www.nwp.org.uk). 
She is also a keen blogger. Follower her on Twitter: @TedGooda



SPOTLIGHT: Research into Practice
The purpose of the ‘Research into Practice group’ is to introduce Initial Teacher Education teaching 
fellows to writing and research in an area of their own interest to support the development of their 

‘scholarship’ time.  Sindi Gordon - Research Fellow, CTLR, and Dr Rebecca Webb - 
Lecturer in Education and Course Leader for the MA in Early Years in Education, 

have been supporting the group for several months to develop members’ confidence 
and the emergence of their research ‘voice’.  The group are working towards developing 

school-based empirical research that can be shared at the BERA 
(British Educational Research Association) Annual Conference 2017 at the University of Sussex.

Describing the group and her hopes for its continued success, Rebecca said:

“We have formed ourselves into a small, collegiate and supportive group, learning to be together 
and listen to one another as we move into a new academic year in which we will each develop our 
own research. This will be a new phase. We are delighted that a wide range of academics in the 

Department of Education have kindly committed to contributing to our monthly Research into 
Practice sessions to share their own stories and give us some handy tips as we evolve.”

Sindi Gordon added:

“This is an exciting and fulfilling venture that has transcended all our expectations. 
The commitment and enthusiasm of each member has created a dynamic space dedicated to 
research and writing. By combining vital ingredients of critical analysis, creativity and humour, 

we’ve put passion and purpose back into research.”

Group member and Education Teaching Fellow, Deborah Brown, added:

“Linking practice and research has been very interesting for me - particularly spending time 
with active researchers and looking at their work. It’s given me a valuable insight into the variety of 

different types of research out there and has inspired me to begin my own project.”

Group member and Teaching Fellow on the Early Years PGCE pathway, Jacqueline Young, added:

“Making time to meet regularly has helped me set goals and focus on next steps. It’s also been very 
interesting to watch other people’s research ideas develop and come into focus. I can see that over 
time we will all get to know each other’s research interests very well. Being part of a group like this 

makes engaging with research feel very achievable.”



SPOTLIGHT: MA in Education: Widening Participation strand
Nationally there is strong focus on improving access to university for under-represented groups. 
Two years ago, the Department of Education at the University of Sussex launched a new ‘strand’ 

of the part-time MA in Education course specifically to support the professional development 
needs of widening participation practitioners. The first students to enrol graduated this year. 

We asked them to tell us about their experience of the course and its contribution to 
their professional development. 

Fay	Lofty:	Widening	Participation	Officer,	University	of	Brighton

“Working as a Widening Participation Officer, I was looking for a Masters level course to deepen my 
knowledge of the education sector and challenge myself academically. The MA in Education 

(WP Strand) fitted the bill to perfection. The course was well structured and the support from my 
supervisor was a constant source of guidance and inspiration.  The facilities at Sussex are wonderful 

and, as a mature learner, I found a wealth of useful tools and resources offered by the library. 
The course has been extremely useful to me in my work as a practitioner - it has opened many doors 

leading to further research possibilities and given me a much greater understanding of the sector 
which I am able to use to benefit my team and the children and families we work with.”

Penny Longman: Careers and Higher Education Adviser, 
Bexley Grammar School; Careers Coordinator, Christ the King St Mary’s 6th Form College

“As a careers adviser who got involved in Widening Participation as part of my work within school and 
college, I have been sensitive to a potential conflict between my professional commitment to 

impartiality and a policy agenda promoting one particular route – that of HE participation. This MA 
course gave me a thorough grounding in research methods, alongside the opportunity to undertake 

my own primary research exploring issues surrounding the potential benefits - and challenges - 
of HE participation. I am now able to use the insights I gained to inform and enhance my professional 
practice: I provide guidance to young people and seek to enable those who chose to progress to HE 

to engage as fully as possible with the opportunities it can offer.“

Ruth	Squires,	formerly	at	King’s	University	London	and	currently	Head	of	Outreach	and	
Widening	Participation,	Sheffield	Hallam	University

“I knew that there weren’t many courses like this so I didn’t have anything to compare it to. 
I thought that it would be different to undergraduate study and it really was! Having one supervisor 

and point of contact over two years was a real difference. I felt I actually got to know a bit more about 
the people who were teaching me, their specialisms and interests. That also helped me in being able 

to see myself as a researcher - something I didn’t expect to happen.

“I thought I would come out a more informed professional, but I sort of developed this confidence in 
also being a researcher and being able to apply that to my workplace.”

To find out more about the MA in Education: Widening Participation strand, 
visit www.sussex.ac.uk/education/pgstudy/strands/wpstrand 

or contact Dr Louise Gazeley: l.h.gazeley@sussex.ac.uk



L O C AT I O N

The Centre for Teaching and Learning 
research is located within the
Department of Education in Essex 
House on the University of Sussex cam-
pus. The University is situated on a mod-
ern campus on the edge of the South 
Downs National Park near the lively sea-
side city of Brighton. London is one hour 
away by train, and there is easy access 
to Gatwick and Heathrow airports.

Centre for Teaching and Learning
Research (CTLR)
Department of Education
School of Education and Social Work
Essex House
University of Sussex
Falmer, Brighton
BN1 9QQ

For further information about CTLR, visit:
www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr

CTLR DIRECTOR
Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson:
g.hampden-thompson@sussex.ac.uk

CTLR RESEARCH FELLOW
Dr Sindi Gordon
sindi.gordon@sussex.ac.uk

CTLR ON TWITTER
@SussexCTLR


