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Vanessa Regan is a Teaching 

Fellow in Modern Foreign 

Languages (MFL) (far right in 

picture).  Her core role is teacher 

training and she serves as 

module convenor for BA in 

Childhood and Youth: Theory 

and Practice. Additionally, 

Vanessa is a doctoral researcher 

in the School of Education and 

Social Work.  Her research is 

titled: Pedagogic incongruities:  a 

case of speaking skills and MFL 

Teacher Education.   

Vanessa’s study is a longitudinal, 

mixed methods case study, 

conducted over a three year 

period and includes action 

research with MFL teachers.  Her 

research was “born out of fury, 

sustained by frustration,” she 

said.  “The teaching agency 

Ofsted indicated that there isn’t 

enough spontaneous speech in 

MFL lessons and suggested it 

was teacher trainers who should 

address it.  So I thought: What 

are we doing to address this? I 

enriched the input and I revised 

the assessment, linking it to one 

of the four skills – listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing.  

You have to look at the whole 

thing – input, output, interaction.  

At the moment, teaching in 

schools is suffering 

because the grading of lessons 

depends on short 

term  productive outcomes.  All 

of the efforts of the lessons goes 

into writing or speaking without 

enough input for language 

acquisition,” Vanessa explained.   

There’s a danger that MFL 

teaching is more focused on 

performance of repetition rather 

than on full language acquisition.  

“We should be using playlets, 

mini dialogues written by native 

speakers, that teaches the kids 

something about authentic 

language use.” 

Vanessa presented her research 

at the British Education 

Research Association conference 

in September 2014 in a 

presentation titled: How can ITE 

help beginning teachers to 

develop the  speaking skills of 

their students in language  

lessons?  
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Publications 

 Altendorff, L. (2015) ‘Westdene Teaching School 

Alliance’ in Nelson, R., Spence-Thomas, K. and Carol, T. 

(eds.) What makes great pedagogy: Research case 

studies. National College for Teaching and Leadership.   

 Braye, S., Marrable, T. and Preston Shoot, M. (2014) 

‘Building collaborative capacity for using and 

evaluating the impact of e-learning in social work 

education: the case of law’. Social Work Education, 33 

(6). pp. 835-853. ISSN 1470-1227  

 Daubney, A and Mackrill, D. (2015) ‘Planning Music in 

the national curriculum’. In: Sewell, K (ed) Planning 

the Primary National Curriculum. Learning Matters, 

Sage Publications Ltd., London ISBN 9781473912236  

 Gazeley, L., Marrable, T., Brown, C. and Boddy, J. 

(2015) Contextualising inequalities in rates of school 

exclusion in English schools: beneath the ‘tip of the ice

-berg.’ British Journal of Educational Studies. 

(Accepted) 

 Gazeley L with Ayliff, S., Branagh F., Crossouard, B. 

Danvers, E., Gagnon, J., Leaney, S., Rosenthal, R. and 

Salvi,  F. (2014) Evaluation of the Sussex Study 

Experience (SSE) (Interim Report). University of 

Sussex: Falmer 

 Gill, S. (2015) ‘‘Holding Oneself Open in a 

Conversation’- Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics 

and the Ethics of Dialogue’. Journal of Dialogue Studies, 

3(1). 

 Gill, S. and Cadman, D. (eds.) (In print) Why Love 

Matters: Values-based governance. New York: Peter 

Lang 

 Griffiths, V., Thompson, S. and Hryniewicz, L. (2014) 

‘Landmarks in the professional and academic 

development of mid-career teacher educators’. 

European Journal of Teacher Education, 37 (1). 

 Hryniewicz, L., Griffiths, V. and Thompson, S. (2014) 

‘Living graphs as a methodological tool: representing 

landmarks in the professional development of teacher 

educators’. Teacher Education Advancement Network 

Journal, (1). pp. 30-40. ISSN 2054-5266  

 Hudson, B. (2015) ‘Les Papillons en Amazonie: le 

de veloppement de la pense e mathe matique au travers 

de la fore t pluviale/Butterflies and Moths in the 

Amazon: Developing Mathematical Thinking through 

the Rainforest’, Education and Didactique, Vol. 9, Issue 

2.  

 

 Hudson, B. (2015) Epistemology and Methodology of 

Curriculum: Didactics. In D. Wyse, L. Hayward and J. 

Pandya (Eds.) SAGE Handbook of Curriculum, 

Pedagogy and Assessment, Sage Publications. (In 

press) 

 Grangeat, M. and Hudson, B. (2015) A new model for 

understanding science teacher professional 

knowledge growth. In Grangeat, M. (Ed.) 

Understanding Science Teacher Professional 

Knowledge: The Balance between General and 

Content Specific Pedagogical Knowledge, Sense 

Publications, Rotterdam. (In press) 

 Hudson, B. and Sutherland, J. (Eds.) (2015) Education 

Today, The College of Teachers, September 2015 (In 

press).   

 McLaughlin, C., Schwartz, S., Cobbett, M. and Kiragu, S. 

(2015) ‘Inviting backchat: how schools and 

communities in Ghana, Swaziland and Kenya support 

children to contextualize knowledge and create 

agency through sexuality education’. International 

Journal of Educational Development, 85  

 McLaughlin, C., Cordingley, P., McLellan, R. and 

Baumfield, V. (2015) Making a difference - Turning 

teacher learning inside out. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press (in Press) 

 Shibazaki, K., and Marshall, N.A. (2014) ‘A systematic 

observation of teacher-child interaction in musical 

composition: A comparative study between Japan and 

England’. The Changing Face of Music and Art, 5(2), 31

-54. 

 Marshall, N.A. (2014). Understanding ‘Bildung’: A 

problem for academic English. Symposium 

proceedings. University of Tallinn, Estonia.   

 Sutherland, J. (2015) ‘Going ‘meta’: using a 

metadiscoursal approach to develop secondary 

students’ dialogic talk in small groups’. Research 

Papers in Education, 30 (1). pp. 44-69.  

 Torgerson, D. J., Torgerson, C., Hampden-Thompson, 

G., Mitchell, N., Buckley, H. L., Heaps, C., Jefferson, L. A., 

Hewitt, C. E. and Ainsworth, H. R. (2014) Online maths 

tuition: trial protocol. Project Report. Education 

Endowment Foundation. 

 Ververis, A. & Marshall, N. A. (2015) ‘Taking part: 

Singers perceptions of two ethnic community choirs’. 

Problems in Music Pedagogy, 14, 8-42 
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Members of faculty within music education 

have had a very busy, exciting year.  Duncan 

Mackrill, Senior Lecturer and Course Leader, 

discussed some of the highlights of their 

accomplishments.   

Duncan was appointed as a member of the 

Expert Subject Advisory Group (ESAG) for the 

National Curriculum for Music, set up by the 

Government’s Department for Education (DfE). 

Part-time teaching fellow, Dr Ally Daubney, was 

also appointed to the same group but wearing 

her Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) 

‘hat’.  The ISM is a subject association for music 

education.  

Duncan is also on the pedagogy advisory group 

for TechKnowledge for Schools (formerly 

Tablets for Schools) and part of the charity 

Family, Kids, and Youth, Colleen McLaughlin, 

Professor of Education, University of Sussex. 

Duncan and Ally have been working on a 

number of projects together including 

evaluating a London Schools Excellence Fund 

project on peer-to-peer learning in music over 

the last year. The report will be completed at 

the end of September 2015.  

They gave two joint papers at the International 

Research In Music Education (RIME) conference 

in April 2015: ‘Using digital portfolios of student 

work in secondary schools - benefits and 

challenges’ and ‘Rising with the tide? 

Opportunities and challenges for music 

curriculum development and assessment in 

England, Sweden and New Zealand.’ 

Independently, Ally has also co-authored an 

‘assessment and progression framework’ for 

Primary Music published by the ISM and is 

about to publish one for secondary schools. She 

led the stakeholder group for the GCSE and A 

level reforms on behalf of the Music Education 

Council, the umbrella group for music 

education, advising the DfE and Ofqual on new 

draft specifications for first teaching in 2016.  

She has recently produced a comparison of the 

draft specifications, published by the ISM.   

Ally and Duncan both contribute to the new 

Initial Teacher Education (ITE) Higher 

Education Institutions Music subject group 

facilitated by the ISM and are board members 

for the SoundCity: Brighton and Hove, and East 

Sussex Music Education Hub respectively. They 

continue to work with Brighton and Hove to 

develop their music assessment framework and 

contribute to the planning and delivery of the 

Joint Practice Development Day across the city. 

Duncan said, 'At a time of considerable change 

in education and for music and the arts in 

schools, here at Sussex we have seen a 

strengthening of the partnership, a collegiate 

approach to work together and the increasing 

engagement of schools across Brighton and 

Hove, East and West Sussex.'  

In perfect harmony: Music education at Sussex 
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 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of Leeds Pathways 

Beyond Graduation Survey. First Look Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of Manchester Pathways 

Beyond Graduation Survey. First Look Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of Newcastle Pathways 

Beyond Graduation Survey. First Look Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of Sheffield Pathways 

Beyond Graduation Survey. First Look Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of Warwick Pathways 

Beyond Graduation Survey. First Look Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S, and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (2014) Widening access to postgraduate study and 

the professions: University of York Pathways Beyond 

Graduation Survey. First Look Report. University of 

York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of Sheffield. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of Manchester. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of Newcastle. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of Warwick. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of Leeds. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., and Hampden-Thompson, 

G. (July, 2015) Widening Access to Postgraduate 

Study and the Professions. Understanding the 

Student - University of York. Strand Report. 

University of York, Department of Education. 

 Webb, R. (in press) ‘Negotiating the ‘3Rs’: 

deconstructing the politics of ‘Rights, Respect and 

Responsibility’ in one English Primary School’. In 

Dragonas, T. (ed.)  international ‘Worldshare’ ebook  

 Williams, J. (2014) Evolution versus creationism: a 

matter of acceptance versus belief. Journal of 

Biological Education. ISSN 0021-9266 

Press 

 Marshall, N.A. (October, 2014) ‘Music as Medicine’, 

BBC Radio 2 

 Marshall, N.A. (May, 2015) ‘Music and Wellbeing’, 

Brooklands Radio 

 Marshall, N.A. & Shibazaki, K. (October, 2014) ‘On a 

positive note’. myTime: Jersey Evening Post.  

 Marshall, N.A. & Shibazaki, K. (June, 2014) ‘Music 

research focuses on dementia’. Caring Times 

 Marshall, N.A. & Shibazaki, K. (2014). Surrey care 

home assists live music charity with research 

programme. www.carehome.co.uk 

Presentations 

 Gagnon, J. (2015, June). Intersectionality in Practice. 

Feminisms in Higher Education conference, Centre 

for Gender Studies, University of Sussex. 

 Gagnon, J. (2015, June). The personal is political: How 

feminism taught me to reject objectivity and embrace 

emotionality in research. Doctoral Research Day, 

School of Education and Social Work, University of 

Sussex. 

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research Updates (continued) 

Continued on page 6 
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Over the last three years, Dr. Louise Gazeley has been 

working with the Widening Participation team at the 

University of Sussex to support their work on 

evaluation.  Most recently this has involved leading a 

formal evaluation of a new programme for Year 12 

students called the Sussex Study Experience (SSE). The 

pilot programme ran from January - July, 2014 and  

provided an extended opportunity to work with 

academic staff from the University in the following 

academic areas: Geography, Law, English, Media, 

History and Physics. The evaluation was designed to 

capture students' immediate experiences of the 

programme, but also insights into their university 

choices and final destinations. Data have been collected 

from a wide range of sources over time and the 

evaluation will be finishing in September 2015.  

The interim findings suggested that the SSE 

programme provided a wide range of formal and 

informal learning opportunities.  It also provided first-

hand knowledge of what to expect at university, 

allaying participants' fears and humanising the 

University as an institution. The opportunities that the 

programme provided to interact with current 

undergraduate and PhD students were considered to 

have been particularly important. The academic staff 

teaching on the programme were found to have a high 

level of personal commitment to widening 

participation, many having been first generation 

scholars themselves. These experiences played a part 

in deciding how to develop the programme to best 

meet the needs of the young people involved. They 

were shared informally with parents at the graduation 

ceremony that concluded the programme.   

Louise said, “The research is important as Widening 

Participation teams are under a lot of pressure to 

evidence the impact of the work they do. Collaborating 

in the way that we have has been really illuminating as 

we have different areas of  expertise but shared 

interests and goals.  One of the outcomes of the work 

has been the introduction of the MA in Education: 

Widening Participation strand”. 

Carole Nairn, Head of Widening Participation, said, 

“Working closely with Dr Louise Gazeley and the 

research team in evaluating the SSE pilot has provided 

a vital insight, through robust evaluation methods, into 

the perspective of all stakeholders, including 

practitioners, teachers, undergraduate ambassadors, 

parents and, most importantly, the students 

themselves.  This timely pilot coincides with the sector 

drive from the Office of Fair Access for a national 

evaluative framework. It addresses the call for robust 

research which is in place from the start of any new 

programme, and which uses the knowledge gained to 

influence future development”. 

Fay Lofty, an MA student on the newly launched 

Widening Participation strand, said, “The MA in 

Education (Widening Participation strand) has been 

very useful in my role as a widening participation 

practitioner.  I am interested in parental engagement 

and doing the MA has helped me turn my interest into 

a research-based position to influence strategy and 

shape how we work with parents and carers of 

children on the programme I work on.  It has also given 

me a greater insight into the work of widening 

participation, as well as allowed me to develop a more 

inquiring and thoughtful approach to my work”. 

Researchers involved in the evaluation were: Dr. 

Louise Gazeley (PI), Sarah Ayliffe, Fi Branagh, Dr.  

Barbara Crossouard, Emily Danvers, Jessica Gagnon, 

Sarah Leaney, Dr. Rob Rosenthal and Dr. Francesca 

Salvi. 

Researching the Sussex Study Experience (SSE) Programme 
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 Gill, S. (2015, March). ‘How can education effectively 

promote respect for diversity and tolerance? A 

Human-Centred Approach’, UNESCO Panel 

Discussion, co-organized by the Permanent 

Delegation of the Republic of Latvia and UNESCO 

Division of Education for Teaching, Learning and 

Content, Education Sector 

 Hampden-Thompson, G. (2015, June). Different 

Perspectives on Overcoming the Challenges of 

Conducting Education Evaluations in Real-World 

Settings. ESRC Research Seminar Series, University of 

York. 

 Hudson, B. (2015) Comparing Different Research 

Traditions of Curriculum, Learning and Teaching, 

Symposium on Transnational Research Perspectives 

on Didactics - Learning and Teaching, WERA Focal 

Meeting 2015/European Conference of Educational 

Research, Corvinus University Budapest, 8-11th 

September 2015. 

 Hudson, B. (2015) Butterflies and Moths in the 

Amazon: Developing Mathematical Thinking through 

the Rainforest, Paper to Symposium on Didactics in 

Europe beyond fragmentation? Analyses of teaching-

learning practices through case studies, European 

Conference of Educational Research, Corvinus 

University Budapest, 8-11th September 2015. 

 Hudson, B., Henderson, S. and Hudson, A. (2015) 

Building research and development partnerships 

between schools and Higher Education, Teacher 

Education Policy in Europe (TEPE) Network 

Conference, University of Dundee, 14-16 May 2015.  

 Hudson, B., Meyer, M., Gruson, B. and Loquet, M. 

(2014) Developing a WERA International Research 

Network on Didactics - Learning and Teaching. 

Research Workshop, European Conference of 

Educational Research, University of Porto, 1st – 5th 

September 2014. 

 Hudson, B., Ligozat, F. and Meyer, M. (2014) 

Developing a WERA International Research Network 

on Didactics - Learning and Teaching. Research 

Workshop, Scottish Educational Research Association 

Conference, University of Edinburgh, 19th – 21st 

September 2014. 

 Leaney, S. (2014, December) “Nothing, I don’t do 

nothing”: The council estate, apathy and expectations 

in childhood., Research in Progress, University of 

Sussex. 

 Leaney, S. and R. Webb (April, 2015) The neo-liberal 

doctoral student? Sociability and the possibilities of 

everyday political interruptions. British Sociological 

Association conference, Glasgow. 

 Leaney, S. (2015, April) The British Housing Estate 

and “Being Place(d)”: The Affective Consequences of 

Stigmatized Selfhood, Association of American 

Geographers, Chicago. 

 Marshall, N.A. (2015) ‘I am still here’: Using music 

with those with final stage dementia. University of 

Southern Friesland. Leeuwarden. The Netherlands. 

 Marshall, N.A. and Shibazaki, K. (2015) 6th Annual 

Research and Development conference. NHS Wales, 

Newport. ‘Is it working?’ - An investigation into the 

benefits of live musical performance on those living 

with final stage dementia. 

 Marshall, N.A. (2015) I am still here!  – Musical 

experiences for those with dementia. University of 

Western Mass. Fitchburg. USA.  

 Marshall, N.A. (2014) Reflective Practice: Growing a 

new religion? Hertogenbosch. The Netherlands 

Fontys OZO. Reflective Practice Conference.  

 Marshall, N.A. (2014) Developing concepts of gender. 

University of Helsinki. International Music Education 

Conference. 

 Marshall, N.A. and Shibazaki, K. (2014) Music in 

Hospitals – the story so far. Music and Wellbeing 

Conference. University of Roehampton. 

 Marshall, N.A. (2014) Issues of translation- the 

problem with English music journals. Developing 

music journals. University of Tallinn, Estonia. 

 Marshall, N.A. and Shibazaki, K. (2014) I am still 

here ! – Musical experiences for those with dementia. 

University of Tallinn, Estonia.  

 McLaughlin, C., Webb, R. C. and Rosenthal, R. (2015, 

April) Symposium: Working in partnership with 

schools – researching and learning.  TEPE, Dundee 

 Regan, V. (2014, September) How can ITE help 

beginning teachers to develop the  speaking skills of 

their students in language  lessons?, British Education 

Research Association conference 

 

 

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research Updates (continued) 

Continued on page 8 
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The Fourth Annual Teacher Researcher Conference was held 

on 20th June at the University of Sussex. The event was 

attended by over 60 people and focused on teacher 

researchers sharing their findings on a wide range of topics, 

including literacy, equity, widening participation, inclusion, 

and assessment.  The keynote address was given by Dr. 

Elaine Wilson, University of Cambridge. Her presentation 

was entitled: "Teacher Research as Driver of School 

Reform".  Presentations were given in themed simultaneous 

sessions by teacher researchers and by staff from the 

School of Education and Social Work.  The themes included: 

Learning in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics) Subjects; Research in Practice and a 

Curriculum for all?; and Exploring talk, reading and gender 

in English and the Humanities.  The conference received 

funding from the Higher Education Innovation Funding 

(HEIF) through the Higher Education Funding Council for 

England (HEFCE). A selection of presentation recordings 

are available on the CTLR website (www.sussex.ac.uk/

education/ctlr/partnerships). 

On 24th June CTLR hosted Measuring Success? Supporting 

vulnerable young people through evidence-informed practice, 

featuring keynote addresses from Dr Ingrid Obsuth from 

the Institute of Criminology at the University of Cambridge; 

Dr. Gillean McCluskey of the Moray House School of 

Education at the University of Edinburgh; and Professor 

Gillian Hampden- Thompson, Director of the 

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research 

at the University of Sussex.  Dr. Louise 

Gazeley began the day with an overview of 

the challenges associated with evidencing 

good practice with vulnerable young people, 

drawing  on the school exclusions research 

reported in the paper mentioned under new 

publications. Dr. Obsuth presented findings 

of the London Education and Inclusion 

Project, a cluster randomised controlled trial 

of an intervention targeting young people at 

risk of school exclusion. She discussed the importance and 

challenges of rigorous independent trials in the field of 

behaviour support services for these young people in the 

context of their complex needs. Dr. McCluskey talked about 

the way in which restorative approaches have developed in 

her own national context and also elsewhere. Drawing on 

her own and others' research, she discussed the challenges 

and successes associated with working restoratively in 

education and suggested possible next steps. Professor 

Hampden-Thompson provided first-hand experience of her 

involvement in randomised controlled trials evaluations of 

two interventions. The first looks at the effectiveness of an 

online mathematics tutoring invention for Pupil Premium 

students, and the second is concerned with evaluating the 

educational impact of placing “in need” children in boarding 

schools. The conference received funding from the HEIF 

through HEFCE. 

The first Sussex Research Network conference was held on 

7th July. Head teachers, School Research Co-ordinators, 

Research Leaders and colleagues from Sussex Research 

Network partner schools were invited to review ‘What have 

we learnt so far?’ and ‘Where do we go from here?’  The 

focus of the conference was a marketplace of ideas at which 

each school hosted a table at which they discussed the work 

they’ve done this year and what they hope to accomplish 

next year.  

CTLR Scores Conference Hat-trick 
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 Shepherd, J. (2015, May) Through the looking glass: 

Young people with autism in transition. Nordic 

Network of Disability Researchers, Bergen, Norway. 

 Shepherd, J. (2015, June) ‘It’s like sending your 12 

year old to college’ Autism Show, Birmingham, UK 

 Sutherland, J., Westbrook, J., Oakhill, J. (2014, June) : 

‘Developing secondary students’ reading 

comprehension in Sussex and Brighton & Hove: 

interim findings and recommended model of 

reading.’ University of Sussex CPD for English 

teachers  

 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2014, June) ‘The 

Sussex Reading Comprehension Project’ University of 

Sussex English Literature Conference. 

 Sutherland, J. and Westbrook, J. (2014, July) ‘Securing 

the nuts and bolts of comprehension of whole novels 

for lower-secondary school students through 

inference, story structure and talk’. United Kingdom 

Literacy Association, Nottingham, UK. 

 Webb, R. C. (2015, June) presented and led a 

workshop/seminar discussion sharing experiences of 

using the work of Jacques Ranciere as an analytic 

framing device for ethnographic data emerging from 

a study of discourses of children's rights, and the 

ways in which they were performed and practiced in 

one English primary school', University of Brighton, 

Education Department. 

Activities 

 Gill, S. (2015, July) ‘Whole Person Education and 

Social Emotional Learning’, two-day lectures and 

seminars, Invited by the Chinese Ministry of 

Education, Chinese National College for Primary 

School Leaders, Beijing Normal University. 

 Hudson, B. (2015) Invited seminar, on the themes of 

ICT for Learning and the Role of Scholarship in 

Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, for 

members of the Faculty Board of Teacher Education, 

Karlstadt University, Sweden, 24-26th September 

2015. 

 Hudson, B. (2015) Invited to become a member of the 

International Advisory Board of Zeitschrift fu r 

Erziehungswissenschaft 

 Marshall, N.A. (2014, September) Opponent for PhD 

Defence by Anu Sepp entitled "From music syllabus  

to teachers' pedagogical thinking: a comparative 

study of Estonian and Finnish basic school music 

education", University of Helsinki. 

 McLaughlin, C. book The Connected School: A Design 

for Well-being launched on Monday 15th June at a 

policy event with key actors in London at Pearson.  

 Sutherland, J. and Hudson, B. (2015, September) co-

edited a special edition of Education Today on 

dialogic talk and sociocultural learning. This has 

articles from four recent MA and EdD students in 

Education at Sussex, all of whom are practising 

English teachers, conducting innovative, practice-

based research in local secondary schools on various 

aspects of dialogic talk. Their work includes a range 

of projects centred on collaborative peer talk. These 

include: developing the quality of student talk and 

thinking in English lessons; improving reading 

comprehension and a culture of independent reading 

through group talk; using dialogic talk to develop 

creativity in writing at A Level; and using 

participatory action research with teachers to 

support teacher-development. 

Awards 

 On June 23rd. 2015, Dr Nigel Marshall was awarded 

first prize in the recent NHS Wales R&D Conference 

for innovative research on the benefits of using live 

music with those people living with final stage 

dementia. 12 finalists presented their papers on a 

variety of health topics, each detailing the 

development of an innovative research methodology. 

Carried out in conjunction with the charity 'Music in 

Hospitals' and research colleague, Dr Kagari 

Shibazaki, the presentation detailed how the use of 

salivary biomarkers can provide key indications of 

the relative levels of well-being amongst elderly 

clients living in the final stages of dementia.  

 Julia Sutherland received a Student-led Teaching 

Award for 'Outstanding Support for the Learning 

Experience of Students' in June 2015.  

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research Updates (continued) 

Contact and Connect with CTLR 

Website:  www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr 

Twitter: twitter.com/SussexCTLR 

Director: Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson 

Email: G.Hampden-Thompson@sussex.ac.uk  

Twitter: @HampdenThompson 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr/
http://twitter.com/SussexCTLR
mailto:%20G.Hampden-Thompson@sussex.ac.uk
http://twitter.com/HampdenThompson
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On Monday 13th April, CTLR hosted Twitter Basics, a 

session open to ESW faculty, staff and doctoral 

researchers covering an introduction to Twitter and the 

possible benefits of using Twitter professionally. The 

session was presented by Sally Burr [@Burrblog], 

Learning Technologist, Technology Enhanced Learning 

and Jessica Gagnon [@Jess_Gagnon], Graduate 

Teaching and Learning Assistant, Centre for Teaching 

and Learning Research (CTLR) and included guests 

Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson 

[@HampdenThompson], and James Williams 

[@edujdw], discussing their use of Twitter. 

On Tuesday 12th May, CTLR launched the Half Baked 

Discussion Series, offering a friendly, critical space to 

share developing ideas, a space where staff can think 

out loud and use the discussion with colleagues to help 

move ideas and projects forward. The first featured 

staff member was Dr. Rebecca Webb. 

The Making Meaning Reading Group was launched on 

Tuesday 19th May, a reading group for doctoral 

researchers and staff, offering a chance to engage with 

literature and discuss the implications for research.  

The first reading was an article by Michael W. Apple 

discussing Stuart Hall. 

On Tuesday 2nd June, CTLR hosted the launch of the 

Owen Education and UKLA (United Kingdom Literacy 

Association) publications focused on critiquing the 

National Curriculum . The series, English, Language and 

Literacy 3 to 19: Principles and Proposals, draws on 

seminal research and curriculum development work 

carried out over a number of years. The aim of the 

series is to inspire and inform debate about school 

strategy. 

CTLR collaborated with CHEER (Centre for Higher 

Education and Equity Research) to welcome Dr. Paul 

Wakeling and Dr. Sally Hancock from the University of 

York to discuss their research on Thursday 11th June as 

part of the ESW Open Seminar Series.  The event was 

entitled: Gender and access to postgraduate 

study: Emerging evidence from a multi-institutional 

study. Their research examined the gender differences 

in application to and enrolment in postgraduate 

education using extensive data from a study of six 

research-intensive universities in northern England. 

Focusing on UK students, they presented findings 

drawn from three large and novel datasets created for 

the project. Their research findings have implications 

for gender inequalities in the labour market and for 

higher education policy.  

On 7th July the second Making Meaning Reading Group 

was held, focusing discussion on Savage’s article titled: 

“Contemporary Sociology and the Challenge of 

Descriptive Assemblage”. 

CTLR Research Events and Seminars 

  

Save the Date 

Please mark your calendars to join us on Monday 

19th October, 2015 at 5pm in Fulton 104 for a 

seminar featuring Caroline Creaby. A blog post 

about her recent presentation on Connecting 

Teachers and Researchers is available here. 

Please also join us on Monday 7th March, 2016 

for a seminar featuring CTLR’s own Jacqui 

Shepherd discussing her research focused on the 

educational transition experiences of students on 

the autism spectrum. 

Remember to check our website regularly at 

www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr  

http://www.sandagogy.co.uk/learning/?q=blog/carolinecreaby/connecting-teachers-and-researchers-redcamb-2015
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr

