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    Jacqui Shepherd is an ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) and MA Tutor as 

well as a PhD Researcher in the School 

of Education and Social Work.  Her 

research is ESRC (Economic and Social 

Research Council) funded and is 

focused on student transitions from 

special schools to mainstream college. 

She explains that her research is ‘very 

much about the lived experiences of 

young people and their parents’. 

Jacqui’s research is closely aligned with 

CTLR (Centre for Teaching and 

Learning Research) as well as with 

CIRCY (Centre for Innovation and 

Research in Childhood and Youth). ‘In 

trying to privilege the student voice, I 

developed interactive and visual 

methods to use during the interview 

including iPad apps to do card sorting 

activities and collages and later I did 

walking interviews around the college 

with the young people and we took 

photos of significant places at 

college.  I also interviewed parents, 

teachers, lecturers and careers 

advisers’.    

   Jacqui recently gave a presentation 

of her preliminary research findings to 

the governors of a federation of three 

special schools: Patcham House, the 

Cedar Centre and Downs Park.  She 

also gave a workshop for the Brighton 

and Hove local authority day on 

‘improving outcomes for children and 

young people on the autistic 

spectrum’. She will be giving a 

presentation at the Nordic Network on 

Disability Research in Bergen in 

May.  Jacqui has an article forthcoming 

in April in the University of Warwick 

Exchanges journal titled: "Interrupted 

Interviews": listening to young people 

with autism in transition to college.  

     Along with her research, 

presentations, and writing, through 

her work, Jacqui prepares trainee 

teachers for working with children with 

SEND (Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities) and maintains visits and 

links to our network of special 

schools.  She supervises Masters 

students who are specialising in SEND 

and she has contributed to BACY (BA in 

Childhood and Youth). 

     Find out more about Jacqui by 

visiting her Sussex profile:  

www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/126594 

Follow her on Twitter: @autisticdays 

www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr 

     Recent research findings 

from a research team including 

Director of CTLR Professor 

Gillian Hampden-Thompson  

indicate that young people in 

stable lone-parent households 

are just as likely to stay in 

education as their counterparts 

in stable married families. The 

study, published this month in  British Educational Research 

Journal, tracked 10,000 young people in schools in England 

during a four-year period to determine the educational 

impact of changes to family situations. 

     In the press release, Gillian said, ‘Previous research has 

indicated that young people in lone-parent households are 

at an educational disadvantage. Our research suggests that 

this is not the case once we account for changes in a young 

person’s living situation’. 

     Read more about the 

research findings at The 

Conversation: http://

theconversation.com/

stable-families-not-

traditional-ones-key-to-

childrens-education-

success-36158 
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Publications 

 Boddy, Janet (2015) ‘The ethics of social research’. In: 

Stoneman, Paul and Gilbert, Nigel (eds.) Researching 

Social Life: Fourth Edition. Sage Publications Ltd., London. 

ISBN 9781446295458 (In Press)  

 Danvers, E. and Gagnon, J. (2014) ‘Is ‘student 

engagement’ just a mirage? The case for student 

activism’. Student Engagement and Experience Journal, 3

(2)   

 Daubney, A. and Fautley, M. (2014) The national 

curriculum for music: An assessment and progression 

framework. Incorporated Society of Musicians.  

www.ism.org/nationalcurriculum 

 Elliot, Heather, Edwards, Ros, Phoenix, Ann and Boddy, 

Janet (2015) Narrative analysis of paradata from the 

Poverty in the UK survey: a worked example. Working 

Paper. NCRM.  

 Fincham, K, Dunne, M, Durrani, N and Crossouard, B 

(2015) ‘Youth researching youth: methodological 

reflections from a multi-country study of youth claiming 

rights to education and sexual reproductive health’. In: 

Bastian, S and Holmarsdottir, H.B (eds.) Youth at the 

margins: experiences from engaging youth in research 

worldwide. Sense Publishers, Rotterdam. (In Press)  

 Hampden-Thompson, G. & Galindo, C. (2015).  ‘Family 

Structure and Instability and the Educational Persistence 

of Young People in England’. British Educational Research 

Journal. Available on Early View  onlinelibrary.wiley.com/

doi/10.1002/berj.3179/abstract 

 Hampden-Thompson, G., Jeffes, J., Lord, P., Bramley, G., 

Davies, I., Tsouroufli, M., and Sundaram, V. (2015) 

‘Teachers’ views on students’ experiences of community 

involvement and citizenship education’. Education, 

Citizenship, and Social Justice 10 (1): 67-78.  

esj.sagepub.com/content/10/1/67.refs 

 Hudson, B., Henderson, S. and Hudson, A., (2014) 

‘Developing Mathematical Thinking in the Primary 

Classroom: Liberating Teachers and Students as Learners 

of Mathematics’, Journal of Curriculum Studies   

 McLaughlin, Colleen, ed. (2015) The connected school. 

Supporting children and young people in schools to 

flourish, thrive and achieve. National Children’s Bureau/

Pearson, London. (In Press) 

 McLaughlin, Colleen and Ayubayeva, Nazipa (2015) ‘‘It is 

the research of self experience’: feeling the value in action 

research.’ Educational Action Research, 23 (1). pp. 51-67.  

 

 

 McLaughlin, Colleen, McLellan, Ros, Fordham, Michael, 

Chandler-Grevatt, Andy and Daubney, Ally (2014) ‘The 

role of teachers in educational reform in Kazakhstan: 

teacher enquiry as a vehicle for change’. In: Bridges , 

David (ed.) Educational Reform and Internationalisation: 

The Case of School Reform in Kazakhstan  

 Shepherd, J. (2015) ‘"Interrupted Interviews": listening to 

young people with autism in transition to college’. 

Exchanges: the Warwick Research Journal (forthcoming) 

 Sutherland, Julia (2015) ‘Going ‘meta’: using a 

metadiscoursal approach to develop secondary students’ 

dialogic talk in small groups’. Research Papers in 

Education, 30 (1). pp. 44-69.  

 Webb, Rebecca and Crossouard, Barbara (2015) 

‘Learners, politics and education’. In: Scott, David and 

Hargreaves, Eleanore (eds.) The SAGE handbook of 

learning. SAGE Publications Ltd. (In Press)  

 Williams, James (2014) ‘Darwin the scientist’. In: Boulter, 

Carolyn, Reiss, Michael and Sanders, Dawn (eds.) Darwin-

inspired learning. New Directions in Mathematics and 

Science Education. Sense Publishers, Rotterdam 

Press 

 Daubney, A. (November/December 2014). ‘Finding the 

perfect pitch’. Leadership Focus, the magazine for NAHT.  

issuu.com/stevesmethurst/docs/lfo_nov_14 

 Hampden-Thompson, G. (March, 2015). ‘Stable families, 

not 'traditional' ones, are key to children's education 

success’. The Conversation.  

 Williams, J. (November, 2014). ‘Today’s 13-year-olds are 

not as bad as we’re led to believe’. The Conversation. 

Presentations 

 Dunne, M. and Leaney, S. (2015, February) Histories and 

geographies of social class in United Kingdom. Regional 

resource centre for elementary education, central 

insititute of education, University of Delhi, India 

 Gagnon, J. (2014, December). People like me: the 

university experiences of the daughters of single mothers in 

the UK. Paper given at the December 2014 Gender and 

Education Association Biennial Interim Conference. 

Melbourne, Australia.  

 Gazeley, L. (2015, March) The problem of school 

exclusion: insights from a study of good practice in 

reducing rates of school exclusion. Keeping Young People 

in School -Alternatives to Exclusion conference, 

University of Cambridge. 

 

 

Updates from CTLR faculty, staff, doctoral researchers, and affiliates 

Continued on page 4 
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     This term our 10 Bolashak scholars 

have been developing their skills as 

researchers in local secondary schools.  

They have each identified a ‘case’ that 

they have decided to investigate in their 

placement school where they have been 

since September 2014.  With the 

support of school mentors and 

university tutors, they have each 

selected a question to research that will 

have some transferability for them 

when they return to their own 

secondary school teaching context in 

Kazakhstan. 

     The topics selected for research have 

varied widely including such topics as:  

teachers’ perspectives related to ideas 

of ‘Student Voice’ in the classroom; 

Students’ differing attitudes to practical 

and theoretical aspects of science 

lessons; Exploring IT teachers’ attitudes 

to assessing achievement in ‘Project-

Based Learning’;  the effectiveness 

of Core Assessment in supporting 

students in making judgements about 

their learning. 

     Three students – Zhangozy 

Ongarbay, Birzhan Sapauanov, and 

Balaussa Yermenova are all presenting 

posters at the prestigious ‘2nd 

Educational Forum for Central Asia 

2015’, hosted by the University of 

Sussex in the Bramber Conference 

Centre on Wednesday March 25th.  One 

student, Narken Burkenov will also 

present his own research on the new 

PostGraduate Diploma in International 

Teacher Education ( www.sussex.ac.uk/

study/pg/2015/taught/1991/32199) 

that some of the students have 

undertaken this year.  This is a new 

course which was introduced in 

September 2014 and it combines both 

academic development at Masters level, 

alongside an enhancement of 

professional educational practice for 

teachers, especially from international 

contexts.  

Bolashak Scholars:  Research In Progress 

     On 12th January 2015, Professor Colleen 

McLaughlin, Head of the Department of Education, 

gave a presentation on the impact of schooling on 

children and young people’s mental health and 

emotional wellbeing, with a focus on vulnerable 

groups at the All Party Parliamentary Group for 

Children. 

     Following her presentation, Lord Ramsbotham 

requested a copy of her research. During 

Parliamentary debate, he stated: ‘We heard from 

Professor Colleen McLaughlin of Sussex University 

of her detailed research into the best ways of supporting 

children with such problems in schools. Everything she said 

and subsequently sent me to read is diametrically opposite 

to the Secretary of State’s contention about his secure 

college. She makes it abundantly clear that children with 

such problems can make no educational progress until their 

health and well-being problems are assessed and tackled, 

the selection and employment of suitable staff being 

absolutely crucial to success.’ 

     Professor McLaughlin said, ‘The session went well and 

included a really good presentation from two young people 

from Young Minds on mental health and schools  and 

teachers and pupils from a primary school. My presentation 

presented research on the influence and development of 

good mental health or wellbeing in schools. I argued for the 

connection of all aspects of school and for a relational 

approach which engaged with complexity’.  

Professor goes to Parliament 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/study/pg/2015/taught/1991/32199
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/study/pg/2015/taught/1991/32199
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Continued from page 2 

Presentations (continued) 

 Hancock, S., Wakeling, P., & Hampden-Thompson, G. 

(2014, December). Pathways Beyond Graduation. The 

characteristics of those who progress to postgraduate 

study, and the barriers perceived by those who don’t. 

Society for Research into Higher Education Annual 

Research Conference.  

 Hampden-Thompson, G. & McLaughlin (2015, March). 

The role of university-school partnerships in developing 

evidence-based practice in the United Kingdom. Paper 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Comparative and 

International Education Society, Washington, DC.  

 Hampden-Thompson, G. & Galindo, C. (2015, April).  

Family Structure and Instability and the Educational 

Persistence of Young People in England. Paper to be 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 

Educational Research Association, Chicago, USA. 

 Hinton-Smith, T. (2015, March) Supporting equality and 

diversity in HE: Addressing unconscious bias in teaching 

practice. Annual Teaching and Learning Conference, 

University of Sussex. 

 Mackrill, D. and Daubney, A. (2014, April) Using digital 

portfolios of student work in secondary schools - benefits 

and challenges, the International Research In Music 

Education (RIME) conference  

 Mackrill, D. and Daubney, A. (2014, April) Rising with the 

tide? Opportunities and challenges for music curriculum 

development and assessment in England, Sweden and New 

Zealand, the International Research In Music Education 

(RIME) conference  

 Shepherd, J, (March 2015) Brighton and Hove Local 

Authority, Improving Outcomes for Children and Young 

People with Autistic Spectrum Condition, Case studies of 

young people with ASC in transition, American Express 

Community Stadium in Falmer, Brighton 

 Shepherd, J. (February 2015) Innovative Approaches to 

Social Research, 'Interrupted Interviews': Listening to the 

transition experiences of young people with autism, ESRC 

DTC Conference, University of Sussex 

 Wakeling, P., Hancock, S., & Hampden-Thompson, G. 

(2015, April) Is postgraduate study the ‘new frontier of 

social mobility’? Evidence from a multi-institutional study 

of taught postgraduates. Paper to be presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the British Sociological Association, 

Glasgow, UK. 

 

 

Funding 

 Gazeley, L. ERC Starting Grant 2015, Challenge2Change - 

a cross-national study of the intersection of social 

disadvantage and educational ‘failure’ with processes of 

exclusion within education systems. (Submitted) 

 Hampden-Thompson, G., Sutherland, J., Gazeley, L., 

Shepard, J. (2015-2018) “Speak Out! Again” evaluation 

for Paul Hamlyn Foundation  

 Hampden-Thompson, G. and Main, G. (January, 2015). 

Subjective Well-Being and Work, Health, and Educational 

Outcomes. Submitted to the ESRC Secondary Data 

Analysis Initiative (phase III).  (Submitted) 

 Hampden-Thompson, G., Salter E., Kuemmerling, A. 

(March, 2015). Mini-jobbers on the up?: A cross-national 

comparison of mothers’ return-to-work patterns in 

England and Germany. Submitted to the ESRC Open call.  

(Submitted) 

 Hudson, B. consultancy for pedagogic research 

development (£4.5K), Learning Futures Project, 

University of Westminster 

Activities 

 Akyeampong, K., Dunne, M., Hudson, B. and McLaughlin, 

C. - co-organisers with the College of Education, 

University of Ghana of the 1st International Conference 

on Education Research for Development in Africa 

(ICERDA), Legon, 4-5 May 2015. 

 Hudson, B. – Opponent for PhD Defence by Thusani 

Weerasinghe entitled Designing Online Courses for 

Individual and Collaborative Learning: A study of a 

virtual learning environment based in Sri Lanka, 

Department of Computer and Systems Science, 

University of Stockholm, 27 April 2015.  

 Luckock, B. Boddy, J., Banerjee, R., Dickens, R., & 

Hampden-Thompson, G. (2015) Selected for the 

evaluation panel for the DfE Children’s Social Care 

Innovations Programme. 

 McLaughlin, C. key researcher for Engaging Young 

People in Sexuality Ed Research Proj  

www.youthsexuality.com.au   

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research Updates (continued) 

http://www.youthsexuality.com.au/
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@SussexCTLR presents Twitter Basics 

Monday 13th April, 1pm 

Essex House Meeting Room 
About: ESW (School of Education and Social Work) Faculty, 

staff, and doctoral researchers are welcome to join us for a 

brown bag session covering Twitter basics and the possible 

benefits of using Twitter professionally. Presented by: Sally 

Burr, @Burrblog, Learning Technologist, Technology 

Enhanced Learning (TEL) and Jessica Gagnon, 

@Jess_Gagnon, Graduate Teaching and Learning Assistant, 

Centre for Teaching and Learning Research (CTLR) With 

Guests: Prof. Gillian Hampden-Thompson, 

@HampdenThompson, and James Williams, @edujdw, who 

will discuss their use of Twitter 

Half Baked Discussion Series  

ESW staff only; Sign up required 

Tuesday 12th May, 12:30pm 

Essex House 101 

Featuring Dr. Rebecca Webb 
About: This series offers a friendly, critical space to share 

developing ideas, a space where staff can think out loud and 

use the discussion with colleagues to help move ideas and 

projects forward. Space is limited; Sign up on the sheet 

outside of Professor Hampden-Thompson’s office, Essex 

House 101  

Making Meaning Reading Group 

Doctoral researchers and staff; Sign up required 

Tuesday 19th May, 12:30pm 

Essex House 101 
Reading: Apple, M. W. (2015) Understanding and 

interrupting hegemonic projects in education: learning 

from Stuart Hall. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics 

of Education, 36(2), 171-184 

About: This reading group offers a chance to engage with 

literature and discuss the implications for your own 

research. Space is limited; Sign up on the sheet outside of 

Professor Hampden-Thompson’s office, Essex House 101  

Launch of a series of events  

highlighting the Owen/UKLA  

literacy publications 

Tuesday 2nd June, location TBC 

Further details TBC 

CTLR co-presenting with UKLA  
(United Kingdom Literacy Association) 

 

Gender and access to postgraduate 

study: Emerging evidence from a multi-

institutional study 

Thursday 11th June, 4pm 

Jubilee 155 

Seminar Featuring: Dr. Paul Wakeling and  

Dr. Sally Hancock 

Co-presented with CHEER  
(Centre for Higher Education and Equitiy Research) 

We examine gender differences in 

application to and enrolment in 

postgraduate education using 

extensive data from a study of six 

research-intensive universities in 

northern England. While there has 

been extensive research and debate 

about gender, attainment and 

participation in compulsory and 

undergraduate education, far less 

attention has been given to the 

postgraduate level. This is despite 

substantial growth in the volume 

and significance of postgraduate 

education. Scholars have 

concentrated principally on women’s 

underrepresentation among STEM 

doctoral researchers, neglecting 

enrolments in masters degrees and 

other postgraduate qualifications  by gender. Focusing on 

UK students, we present findings drawn from three large 

and novel datasets created for the project. These cover all 

postgraduate applicants in 2013 and 2014; surveys of 

postgraduate students in the six universities in 2014 and 

2015; and surveys on the post-graduation experiences of 

first degree alumni from 2009 and 2012. We consider the 

implications of our findings for gender inequalities in the 

labour market and for higher education policy.  

4th Annual Teacher Researcher Conference 

Saturday 20th June 

9:45am-1pm 

University of Sussex 

Further details TBC 

Teacher researchers will be sharing their findings on a wide 

range of topics, including literacy, equity, widening 

participation, inclusion, and assessment. The conference is 

free but space is limited.  Contact David Morris 

D. Morris@sussex.ac.uk to register. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

https://twitter.com/sussexctlr
https://twitter.com/Burrblog
https://twitter.com/Jess_Gagnon
https://twitter.com/HampdenThompson
https://twitter.com/edujdw
mailto:%20D.Morris@sussex.ac.uk?subject=4th%20Annual%20Teacher%20Researcher%20Conference


     For the first CTLR event of the academic year, 

Professor Gordon Harold, the Andrew and Virginia 

Rudd Chair in Psychology and Director of the Rudd 

Centre for Adoption Research and Practice at the 

University of Sussex, presented: Does Parenting Really 

Matter? Family relationship Influences on children 

(including school attainment). The event was part of 

the ESW Open Seminar Series and was held on Monday 

6th October, 2014. In the seminar, Professor Harold 

discussed the relative role of genetic and family 

environmental influences on children’s emotional and 

behavioural development, including school 

attainment.  

     CTLR welcomed the new Director, Professor Gillian 

Hampden-Thompson, with an informal meeting and 

social on Tuesday 2nd December, 2014. 

     On Monday 9th February, 2015, CTLR hosted 

another event in the ESW Open Seminar Series.  Dr 

Judith Harford of the University College, Dublin and Dr 

Peter Gray of the Norwegian University of Science and 

Technology, presented: Emerging from somewhere:  

Student teachers reflect on their professional identity  

in the mirror of their experience as pupils.  Dr.s Harford 

and Gray presented their research based on the 

analysis of the teaching credos (reflective essays)  

of one hundred student teachers undertaking a one 

year diploma programme in a university in the 

Republic of Ireland and discussed the impact of a 

student teacher’s “apprenticeship of observation” on 

teacher identity.  

     On Wednesday 4th March, 2015 CTLR hosted a 

research student social, open to all doctoral 

researchers from University of Sussex and University 

of Brighton whose research is focused on any areas 

relating to teaching, learning, student experience, and/

or education in any context.  This event was an 

opportunity for doctoral researchers to connect and 

network and to find out more about the Centre. 

     Director of CTLR, Professor Gillian Hampden-

Thompson was the featured speaker for the Monday 

30th March, 2015 ESW Open Seminar.  The title of her 

talk was A Tale of Two Trails: A critical reflection of two 

randomised control trials in Education.  In the seminar, 

Professor Hampden-Thompson discussed her first-

hand experience of her involvement in the evaluation 

of two EEF inventions and provided an  overview of the 

protocols, and reflect critically on the role of RCTs in 

education research in the UK.  

Contact and Connect with CTLR 

Website:  www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr 

Twitter: twitter.com/SussexCTLR 

Director: Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson 

Email: G.Hampden-Thompson@sussex.ac.uk  

Twitter: @HampdenThompson 

Graduate Teaching & Research Assistant:  

Jessica Gagnon  Email: J.Gagnon@sussex.ac.uk    

Twitter: @Jess_Gagnon 

CTLR Research Events and Seminars 
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