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Welcome

Introduction and Centre Aim

Welcome to the Centre for Teaching and Learning

Research (CTLR) in the School of Education and Social

Work (ESW) at the University of Sussex. I am happy to

report that CTLR has enjoyed a successful inaugural year

�����������������ϐ���������Ǥ�������������������������������

in late 2014 having taken over the leadership of the

centre from Professor Colleen McLaughlin and Dr. Julia

Sutherland. I obviously would like to express my deep

gratitude for all their work in setting up and launching the

centre.

It is important to recognise that the centre was set up to

conduct and engage in research that aims to have an

impact on the lives of learners and teachers both in the

United Kingdom and beyond. This remains the

overarching aim of the CTLR as we develop and grow

over the coming years.

Overview of Report

����������������������ǡ����������ϐ�������������������������ǡ�

perspectives and methodologies in which members of

CTLR engage. While the variability is striking, our focus

remains clear. We are committed in bringing together

research and practice in both formal and informal

contexts of education with the aspiration to improve the

life chances of all children, young people, and adult

learners. How education might contribute to social equity

is, therefore, at the heart of what we do.

The centre has strong links to Initial Teacher Education

(ITE) with the result that practitioner enquiry and

research capacity development is integral to our work. A

key strategic goal of the centre was to launch a local

network in order to develop teacher led research in

Sussex schools. I am pleased to report that this was

successfully accomplished this year. In July 2014 we

launched the Sussex Research Network. This Schools-

University partnership made up of seven schools, engages

schools in researching their own practice and learning

from research. In addition, it provides the mechanism

through which large-scale research projects can realised.

The 14 research leaders who are based in the seven

network schools have developed tremendously over the

past year. This has been evidenced by the University-

based critical friends and by senior leadership within the

network schools. We look forward to continued growth in

this area and will be extending the network and inviting

more schools to join in 2016. Please visit our website at

www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr over the coming

months for more details. For more details about the

Sussex Research Network launch, see page 13.

This year saw the 4th Annual Teacher Researcher

conference hosted by CTLR. Attended by over 60 people,

primarily teachers who are currently studying for
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Masters degrees within the Department of Education, this

event provides concrete evidence of the role of

partnerships between teachers, schools and universities.

Facilitating and supporting teacher-led research and

enquiry remains a top priority for CTLR and the

Department of Education at the University of Sussex.

Similarly, doctoral research is an important aspect of the

work of the centre. The centre provides on-going support

for doctoral research through its various seminars, talks

and bespoke forums. A strategic goal for the next year is

to continue to develop and expand our support

mechanisms for all our research students.

While we list the projects of all our current doctoral

students and those who have graduated in the last year,

we spotlight the research of Jacqui Shepherd and Vanessa

Regan. To learn more about their important research in

the areas of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

(SEND) and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), see pages

7 and 8.

This year also saw the launch of the Bolashak Scholars

programme. Lead by CTLR members Professor Colleen

McLaughlin and Dr Rebecca Webb, the programme

facilitates an international academic and professional

teaching and research partnership between the

Department of Education and Nazabayev Intellectual

���������������������Ǥ��������ϐ����������������������������

completing their Postgraduate Diplomas and professional

studies, we look forward to welcoming a new

international group to the programme later this year. For

more information about research conducted by our

Bolashak scholars, see page 20.

Shared interests with colleagues in our research centres

within the School of Education and Social Work

inform our research through viewing the child, young

person, and adult learner in a wider context. Joint

research projects and co-authored publications have been

a constant feature of our engagement with researchers

across other centres and disciplines within the School of

Education and Social Work. To view the extent of this

engagement, see the section titled 'Research, Impact and

Dissemination' on page 12.

We engage in research with the intent that it will inform

and have impact within both formal and informal contexts

of teaching and learning. However, we realise that doing

the research is not enough. It has been a strategic goal of

the centre to develop and grow its impact and knowledge-

exchange activities. It is important that we continue to

make the centre more outward-facing and to engage more

of our end users (i.e., learners, teachers, schools etc.) in

our research.

Research Themes and Strategic Goals

Researchers in CTLR engage in a broad variety of topics.

However, within that richness lie three distinct themes.

These themes are underpinned by our desire for having

meaningful impact on issues that address equity within

society.

CTLR Overarching Themes

1. Teacher Learning and Practitioner Research

2. The Social Context of Learning

3. Approaches to Learning

Research that supports teacher learning and practitioner

research will continue to be a major goal of CTLR over the

next few years. We will not only support the research of

the teachers and practitioners associated with our centre,

�������������������������������������ϐ�������������������

ingredients of teachers as researchers and School-

University research partnerships.

We in the centre recognise that learning does not occur in

a vacuum. Research under the Social Context of Learning

theme examines the impact society has on students’

learning and related outcomes. Understanding how

background characteristics, processes beyond the

classroom, and societal institutions impact learning is

essential in understanding different student outcomes.

We will expand this area of research in the next few years

and work collaboratively with other centres within the

School of Education and Social Work (i.e., Centre for

Innovation and Research in Childhood and Youth and

Centre for Social Work Innovation and Research) and

across the University (i.e., Andrew and Virginia Rudd

Centre for Adoption Research and Practice).

Understanding which approaches and interventions help

students learn is the focus of the research conducted

within the Approaches to Learning theme. Our research in

this area spans evaluating whole-school approaches

��������������������������������������������ϐ�����������

populations. We will also continue to engage in research

������������������ϐ���������������������������������������

(including literacy), mathematics, history, music, modern

languages, and science.

Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson
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Doctoral Researchers

Jessica Gagnon

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Penny Jane Burke & Dr. Tamsin Hinton

-Smith

Research title: Born to Fight: The university experience of the

������������������������������������ϐ�������������������������

in the UK

Research theme: Through a qualitative study conducted in the

UK, Jessica explores the identity formations of the daughters

����������������������������������������������������ϐ����-

generation university students. Her study also examines the

language used to construct single-mother families through

the media, politics and social policies. Examining the ways

that single-mother families are constructed by public

discourse as typically negative and problematic, and

comparing and contrasting this socially constructed identity

with the identities of the daughters themselves as they

negotiate university life, will provide a framework for

understanding their experience. The study is intended to

inform the creation of new - or the improvement of existing -

social and educational programmes and policies aimed at

encouraging and supporting historically underrepresented

students in their endeavours to earn university degrees.

Tom Haward

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Dr. Simon Thompson & Dr. Linda Morrice

Research title: How do students learn visually in the teaching

of history, and how does teacher intervention help or hinder

the process?

Research theme: Tom is using an action research project to

look at the impact of visual learning. He hopes that his

���������ϐ����������������������������������������������������

writing, entitled Seeing History. Tom is Director of Learning

at Oriel High School in Crawley.

Mark Irwin

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Professor Valerie Hey & Dr. Linda Morrice

Research title: Teaching the way we learnt: A study in popular

music education

Research theme: Mark is Assistant Principal of the BIMM

(Brighton Institute of Modern Music) group colleges in

Brighton, Bristol and Manchester, and a visiting research

fellow at the London College of Music. Mark's research

addresses whether auto-didactic learning through a

community of practice affects the way musicians teach in

formal settings. He also examines the nature of musical

learning, and whether music education should be viewed as

skills or knowledge-based training - or should adopt a more

aesthetic approach that embraces composition to draw on the

inherent musicality of humans. Mark will identify and trial

approaches to improving pedagogical practice in music

teaching in higher education.

Perpetua Kirby

Course: PhD in Social Work and Social Care

Supervisors: Professor Colleen McLaughlin & Dr. Sevasti-

Melissa Nolas

Research title: Exploration of primary school children’s

agency in their learning

Research theme: Examination of when and how children have

������������������������ǡ�����������ϐ�������������������������

conditions that heighten or decrease that agency. To

include children's orientations to learning (beliefs,

understandings, desires, experiences, future aspirations, etc.),

and the discourses, practices and materials through which

orientations emerge and shift. This research brings

psychological and educational research traditions together in

a detailed ethnographic study within a Year One primary

school classroom.
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Sarah Leaney

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Valerie Hey & Professor

Máiréad Dunne 

Research title: Class culture and secondary

education in Britain: A comparative analysis of

processes and outcomes

Research theme: How recent changes in education

policy effect processes of social class inclusion and/

or differentiation. Investigation of the

transformation and relevance of the comprehensive

school in the coalition government's vision of

education.

Charles Onduso Obiero

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Professor Kwame Akyeampong & Dr.

Jo Westbrook

Research title: Teachers’ Experience and

Understanding of Continuous Professional

Development (CPD) for Primary Mathematics in

Uganda and its implication on Policy

Research theme:

Building upon his work as a Capacity Development

Coordinator for Education-For-All teachers at

UNESCO, Uganda, Charles’s research interests

include quality of education, Continuing

Professional Development (CPD) for teachers, and

policy and legal frameworks in the social sector.

Keith Perera

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Valerie Hey & Dr. Jo

Westbrook

Research title: Multiliterate Media Studies: An

investigation into the teaching and learning of an A

level media studies unit within the context of a

changing media ecology

Research theme: The nature of formal media study

in the context of the technological changes driven

by Web 2.0 and the increased use of ICT in schools

promoting eLearning. Keith seeks to defend the

conceptual nature of pre-web age media study and

argue for its contemporary relevance allied to a

broader vision of 'multiliteracies' using

Ethnographic Action Research to develop a

hybridised variant of practitioner research

��ϐ���������������������������Ǥ

Spotlight: Jacqui Shepherd
Jacqui Shepherd is an ITE (Initial Teacher Education) and

MA Tutor as well as a PhD Researcher in ESW. Her research

is ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council) funded and

is focused on student transitions from special schools to

mainstream college. She explains that her research is ‘very

much about the lived experiences of young people and their

parents’. Jacqui’s research is closely aligned with CTLR as

well as with CIRCY (Centre for Innovation and Research in

Childhood and Youth). ‘In trying to privilege the student

voice, I developed interactive and visual methods to use

during the interview, including iPad apps to do card sorting

activities and collages, Later, I conducted walking interviews

around the college with the young people and we took

���������������ϐ�����������������������Ǥ��������������������

parents, teachers, lecturers and careers advisers’.

������������������������������������������ϐ���������������

governors of a federation of three special local schools:

Patcham House, the Cedar Centre and Downs Park. She also

gave a workshop for the Brighton and Hove local authority

day on ‘Improving outcomes for children and young people

on the autistic spectrum’. In May 2015, she presented at the

Nordic Network on Disability Research in Bergen. Jacqui

published an article in April 2015 in the University of

Warwick Exchanges journal titled: "Interrupted Interviews":

listening to young people with autism in transition to

college.

Along with her research, presentations, and writing, through

her work, Jacqui prepares trainee teachers for working with

children with SEND (Special Educational Needs and

Disabilities) and maintains visits and links to our network of

special schools. She supervises Masters students who are

specialising in SEND and she has contributed to the BA in

Childhood and Youth: Theory and Practice.
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Channah Persoff

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Dr. Jo Westbrook & Dr. Julia Sutherland

Research title: Prisms of understanding: Generating questions

to understand literary texts within a community of learners

Research theme: Within her action research, Channah seeks to

discover if reading comprehension can be improved by pupils'

use of a question strategy whilst reading literary texts and

conducting relevant discussion based on questions within a

community of inquirers. The question strategy was created

and implemented with the help of pupils. It incorporates many

reading strategies used by good readers with many thinking

skills that the Israeli Ministry of Education requires to be

taught through literature.

Vanessa Regan

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Dr. Julia Sutherland & Professor John Pryor

Research title: Pedagogic incongruities: a case of speaking

skills and MFL Teacher Education

Research theme: An action research project exploring issues

������������ϐ���������������������������������������������

teachers during the practicum and in expecting young people

to speak in another language.

Jacqui Shepherd

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Janet Boddy & Professor Colleen

McLaughlin

Research title: The experience of transition from special school

to mainstream college for young people with autistic spectrum

condition

Research theme: A longitudinal study tracking the transition

experience of young people with autism as they leave special

education and progress to further education. The study

explores the academic, personal, and social progression of

these young people and their readiness for mainstream

education.

James Williams

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Kwame Akyeampong & Dr. Naureen

Durrani

Research title: The underlying views and conceptions of

science teachers on the Nature of Science

Research theme: The move from content-based science

teaching to process-based teaching is a major - if not the most

��ϐ���������- shift in how science is delivered in schools since

the teaching of science became a formal part of the non-

statutory education system in the UK in the late 19th century.

The research aims to show what conceptions practising

teachers have of the nature of science and how those

��������������������������������������������������ϐ�����������Ǥ

Spotlight: Vanessa Regan
Vanessa Regan is a Teaching Fellow in Modern

Foreign Languages (MFL). Her primary job is focused

on teacher training and she serves as module

convenor for BA in Childhood and Youth: Theory and

Practice. Additionally, Vanessa is a doctoral researcher

in the School of Education and Social Work. Her

research is titled: Pedagogic incongruities: a case of

speaking skills and MFL Teacher Education.

Vanessa’s study is a longitudinal, mixed methods case

study, conducted over a three year period and

includes action research with MFL teachers. Her

research was “born out of fury, sustained by

frustration,” she said. “The teaching agency Ofsted

indicated that there isn’t enough spontaneous speech

in MFL lessons and suggested it was teacher trainers

who should address it. So I thought: What are we

doing to address this? I enriched the input and I

revised the assessment, linking it to one of the four

skills – listening, speaking, reading, and writing. You

have to look at the whole thing – input, output,

interaction. At the moment, teaching in schools is

suffering because the grading of lessons depends on

short term productive outcomes. All of the efforts of

the lessons goes into writing or speaking without

enough input for language acquisition,” Vanessa

explained.

There’s a danger that MFL teaching is more focused on

performance of repetition rather than on full language

acquisition. “We should be using playlets, mini

dialogues written by native speakers, that teaches the

kids something about authentic language use.”

Vanessa presented her research at the British

Education Research Association conference in

September 2014 in a presentation titled: How can ITE

help beginning teachers to develop the speaking skills of

their students in language lessons?
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Recently Completed

Doctorates
Tamar Angel

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Valerie Hey & Dr. Margaretta

Jolly

Research title: The life stories of Arab Israeli citizen

bibliotherapists

Research theme: Focuses on conceptions and

experiences during training and practice for the

purpose of illuminating the needs and perspectives of

this group. The research conceptualises an original

body of knowledge about a profession still relatively

new in Israel, drawing applicable recommendations.

Alex Holmes

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Professor Colleen McLaughlin and Dr.

Andrew Chandler Grevett

��������������ǣ����������������������������ϐ���������

��ϐ�����������������ǣ��������������������������������

incidents in student education

Research theme: ��������������������������ϐ��������

��ϐ����������������������������������������������������

graduates in the United Kingdom. The research

examines the assumptions by government and policy

makers that school education holds the key to

providing more physicists available for employment in

physics-related occupations.

Dr. Holmes received the 2015 Silver Plato Award for

Science Teacher of the Year.

�ϐ���������

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Dr. Michelle Lefevre & Professor Colleen

McLaughlin

Research title: Postgraduate art therapy training in

Israel: Personal and professional transformation

through dynamic art-based experiential transformative

courses

Research theme: This research project sets out in

concrete terms the process of planning/designing and

conducting art therapy training courses taught in

dynamic experiential art-based mode. It conceptualises

the transformative effect on students.

Paolo Oprandi

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Professor John Pryor & Dr. Barbara

Crossouard

Research title: Three case studies of implementations

of formative assessment in a '94 group' university

Research theme: Teaching and assessment in higher

education, formative assessment tools, e-learning and

the use of cultural historic activity theory as a

framework for understanding learning in context.

Robert Rosenthal

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Dr. Benjamin Zeitlyn & Professor John

Pryor

Research title: How does student teacher research

contribute to knowledge creation within the secondary

school context?

Research theme: How hosting trainee teachers and

participating in Professional Learning Committees can

contribute to curriculum development and school

improvement through developing a culture of teachers-

as-researchers.
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Adi Shapira-Faians

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Janet Boddy & Dr. Jo Westbrook

Research title: Case study of 'Social Skills Learning


�����̵����������������������������������ϐ�����

Hyperactivity Disorder

Research theme: How participation in social skills

learning groups supports the acquisition of social skills

among adolescents with ADHD from three points of

view: the educational staff; therapists (group

facilitators) and participants.

Yael Sharon

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Janet Boddy & Dr. Michelle

Lefevre

Research title: Researching 'the meaning of life' with

children

Research theme: Using a phenomenological and

constructivist approach to analyse data derived from

30 semi-structured interviews with eight year old

children. Results to date show that these children have

a clear vision of the best way to live and have rich

personal meaning to their lives.

Rebecca Webb

Course: PhD in Education

Supervisors: Professor Valerie Hey & Dr. Linda Morrice

Research title: 'Doing the Rights Thing: An ethnography

of a dominant discourse of rights in a primary school in

England'

Research theme: An ethnography suggesting that a

reading of ‘Children’s Rights’ shapes school practices in

very particular ways. This tends towards the

promotion of a regulative, procedural rationale for

�������������������������ϐ����������������������������

implicit within fundamental assertions of

individualistic rights. However, traces of ‘dissensus’ are

ever present which generate possibilities for an

enrichment of attempts to use ‘rights’ initiatives in

schools as guiding frameworks of transformation.

Peter Wright

Course: Doctor of Education (EdD)

Supervisors: Professor Brian Hudson and Dr. Naureen

Durrani

Research title: Teaching mathematics for social justice:

translating theories into practice

Research theme: Exploring how a commitment towards

teaching mathematics for social justice amongst

teachers can be translated into related classroom

practice. It recounts how a group of teacher

researchers set about achieving this through

developing, trying out and evaluating a series of

teaching ideas and activities.
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Research, Impact &

Dissemination
Examples of Current Research Projects

 Project title: Affordable Maths Tuition; Funder:

Education Endowment Foundation: Professor Gillian

Hampden-Thompson (Co-I)

 Project title: Boarding ‘in need’ Children; Funder:

Education Endowment Foundation: Professor Gillian

Hampden-Thompson (Co-I)

 Project title: Postgraduate Support Scheme analysis

project; Funder: HEFCE: Professor Gillian Hampden-

Thompson (Co-I)

 Project title: A comparative curricular review of a

sample of units from the revised Jordanian Primary

Science Curriculum and a commentary on an expert

report of the new curriculum; Funder: Queen Rania

Foundation for Education and Development: James

Williams (PI)

 Project title: Westminster Consultancy - 'Learning

Futures'; Funder: University of Westminster:

Professor Brian Hudson (PI)

 Project title: Evaluation of the International

workshops on Healing the Wounds of History; Funder:

the Centre for Lebanese Studies: Scherto Gill (PI)

 �������������ǣ���ϐ������������������������������������

Chinese teacher education; Funder: TAOS Institute:

Scherto Gill (PI)

 Project title: Sussex Study Experience (SSE)

Evaluation; In collaboration with Widening

Participation at the University of Sussex: Louise

Gazeley (PI)

 Project title: Engaging Young People in Sexuality

www.youthsexuality.com.au; Funder: Australian

Research Council (ARC): Professor Colleen

McLaughlin (key researcher)

 Project title: Music, Singing and Living with dementia;

Funder: 'Music in Hospitals': Dr Nigel Marshall (PI)

 Project title: Transmission of a European Cultural

identity through musical composition; Funder:

University of Luxemburg: Dr Nigel Marshall (PI)

 Project title: Developing concepts of gender in early

years; Funder: Government of Japan: Dr Nigel

Marshall (key researcher)

 Project title: Developing secondary students’ reading

comprehension in Sussex and Brighton & Hove;

Funder: Sussex Research Development Fund: Dr Julia

Sutherland (PI), Dr Jo Westbrook and Professor Jane

Oakhill.

 Project title: What Makes for Effective Pedagogy and

Transition in Mathematics from KS2 – KS3?; Funder:

National College for Teaching and Leadership: Dr. Lori

Altendorff (PI)

Publications

 Altendorff, L. (2015) ‘Westdene Teaching School

Alliance’ in Nelson, R., Spence-Thomas, K. and Carol, T.

(eds.) What makes great pedagogy: Research case

studies. National College for Teaching and Leadership.

 Boddy, J. (2015) ‘The ethics of social research’. In:

Stoneman, Paul and Gilbert, Nigel (eds.) Researching

Social Life: Fourth Edition. Sage Publications Ltd.,

London. ISBN 9781446295458 (In Press)

 Braye, S., Marrable, T. and Preston Shoot, M. (2014)

‘Building collaborative capacity for using and

evaluating the impact of e-learning in social work

education: the case of law’. Social Work Education, 33

(6). pp. 835-853. ISSN 1470-1227
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 Danvers, E. and Gagnon, J. (2014) ‘Is ‘student engagement’

just a mirage? The case for student activism’. Student

Engagement and Experience Journal, 3(2)

 Daubney, A. and Fautley, M. (2014) The national curriculum

for music: An assessment and progression framework.

Incorporated Society of Musicians. www.ism.org/

nationalcurriculum

 Daubney, A and Mackrill, D. (2015) ‘Planning Music in the

national curriculum’. In: Sewell, K (ed) Planning the Primary

National Curriculum. Learning Matters, Sage Publications Ltd.,

London ISBN 9781473912236

 Elliot, H., Edwards, R., Phoenix, A. and Boddy, J. (2015)

Narrative analysis of paradata from the Poverty in the UK

survey: a worked example. Working Paper. NCRM.

 Gazeley, L., Marrable, T., Brown, C. and Boddy, J. (2015)

Contextualising inequalities in rates of school exclusion in

English schools: beneath the ‘tip of the ice-berg.’ British

Journal of Educational Studies. (Accepted)

 Gazeley L with Ayliff, S., Branagh F., Crossouard, B. Danvers,

E., Gagnon, J., Leaney, S., Rosenthal, R. and Salvi, F. (2014)

Evaluation of the Sussex Study Experience (SSE) (Interim

Report). University of Sussex: Falmer

 Gill, S. (2015) ‘‘Holding Oneself Open in a Conversation’-

Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics and the Ethics of

Dialogue’. Journal of Dialogue Studies , 3(1).

 Gill, S. and Cadman, D. (eds.) (In print) Why Love Matters:

Values-based governance. New York: Peter Lang

 
���ϐ����ǡ��Ǥǡ���������ǡ��Ǥ���������������ǡ��Ǥ�ȋ ʹ ͲͳͶȌ�

‘Landmarks in the professional and academic development of

mid-career teacher educators’. European Journal of Teacher

Education, 37 (1).

Launch of the Sussex
Research Network

The Department of Education at the
University of Sussex has created a new and
innovative partnership with seven local
schools. Launched in July 2014, the Sussex
Research Network: Schools-University
Partnership engages schools in researching
their own practice, learn from research, and
engage in large-scale research projects with
university-based colleagues.

Educational research clearly shows the
����ϐ����������������������������������������
together to generate knowledge through
research. The British Educational Research
Association and Royal Society of Arts report
(2014) describes how engaging teachers in
researching their own classrooms is a
particularly powerful way of improving
teaching, learning and pupil attainment.

The seven schools involved are
 Millais School - Horsham
 Helenswood Academy –

St.Leonard’s-on-Sea
 St Richard’s Catholic College – Bexhill
 The Bishop Bell Church of England

School – Eastbourne
 Brighton Aldridge Community Academy

(BACA) - Brighton
 St Pauls Catholic College - Burgess Hill
 Imberhorne School – East Grinstead

A core network from both Sussex and the
schools direct the research, with
Department faculty serving to develop the
research capacity of each school - through a
new Masters course and the provision of a
‘critical friend’ to build a research culture.
Professor Colleen McLaughlin, Head of the
Department of Education at the University
of Sussex and leader of the partnership,
said: “This form of partnership is a central
plank in building worthwhile education.
Working together in this way is an exciting
and natural development of good links
between schools and the Department. I am
sure we will be the model for new forms of
working in education.”
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 Hampden-Thompson, G. & Galindo, C. (2015). ‘Family Structure

and Instability and the Educational Persistence of Young People in

England’. British Educational Research Journal. Available on Early

View onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/berj.3179/abstract

 Hampden-Thompson, G., Jeffes, J., Lord, P., Bramley, G., Davies, I.,

�������ϐ��ǡ��Ǥǡ������������� ǡ��Ǥ�ȋ ʹ ͲͳͷȌ�Ǯ��������ǯ����������

students’ experiences of community involvement and citizenship

education’. Education, Citizenship, and Social Justice 10 (1): 67-78.

esj.sagepub.com/content/10/1/67.refs

 ����������ǡ��Ǥǡ�
���ϐ����ǡ��Ǥ�������������ǡ��Ǥ�ȋ ʹ ͲͳͶȌ�Ǯ��������������

as a methodological tool: representing landmarks in the
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stability, not family
structure, is key to
education success

����������������ϐ���������������

research team including, Director of

CTLR Professor Gillian Hampden-

Thompson, indicate that young people

in stable lone-parent households are

just as likely to stay in education as

their counterparts in stable married

families. The study, published in the

British Educational Research Journal,

tracked 10,000 young people in

schools in England during a four-year

period to determine the educational

impact of changes to family situations.

Gillian said, ‘Previous research has

indicated that young people in lone-

parent households are at an

educational disadvantage. Our

research suggests that this is not the

case once we account for changes in a

young person’s living situation. The

perception that ’upgrading’ from a one

-parent household to a two-parent

household is the best thing isn’t

necessarily true. The key factor is the

stability of the household rather than

the family structure in this case’.

Drawing on the Longitudinal Study of

Young People In England data (from

2004-07), the researchers were able to

examine in a more precise way the

impact of family stability and structure

on the education persistence of young

people in England. Read more about

�������������ϐ�����������The

Conversation: theconversation.com/

stable-families-not-traditional-ones-

key-to-childrens-education-success-

36158
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Spotlight: Music Education
Members of faculty within music education

have had a very busy, exciting year. Duncan

Mackrill, Senior Lecturer and Course Leader,

discussed some of the highlights of their

accomplishments.

Duncan was appointed as a member of the

Expert Subject Advisory Group (ESAG) for the

National Curriculum for Music, set up by the

Department for Education. Part-time teaching

fellow, Dr Ally Daubney, was also appointed to

the same group but wearing her Incorporated

Society of Musicians (ISM) ‘hat’. The ISM is a

subject association for music education.

Duncan is also on the pedagogy advisory group

for TechKnowledge for Schools (formerly

Tablets for Schools) and part of the charity

Family, Kids, and Youth, with Professor Colleen

McLaughlin.

Duncan and Ally have been working on a

number of projects together including

evaluating a London Schools Excellence Fund

project on Peer to Peer learning in music over

the last year. The report will be completed at

the end of September 2015.

They gave two joint papers at the International

Research In Music Education (RIME) conference

in April 2015: ‘Using digital portfolios of

student work in secondary schools -�����ϐ����

and challenges’ and ‘Rising with the tide?

Opportunities and challenges for music

curriculum development and assessment in

England, Sweden and New Zealand.’

Independently, Ally has also co-authored an

‘assessment and progression framework’ for

Primary Music published by the ISM and is

about to publish one for secondary schools. She

led the stakeholder group for the GCSE and A

level reforms on behalf of the Music Education

Council, the umbrella group for music

education, advising the DfE and Ofqual on new

�����������ϐ�������������ϐ�����������������ʹͲͳǤ�

She has recently produced a comparison of the

�����������ϐ��������ǡ���������������������Ǥ�

Ally and Duncan both contribute to the new

Initial Teacher Education (ITE) Higher

Education Institutions Music subject group

facilitated by the ISM and are board members

for the SoundCity: Brighton and Hove, and East

Sussex Music Education Hub respectively. They

continue to work with Brighton and Hove to

develop their music assessment framework and

contribute to the planning and delivery of the

Joint Practice Development Day across the city.

Duncan said, 'At a time of considerable change

in education and for music and the arts in

schools, here at Sussex we have seen a

strengthening of the partnership, a collegiate

approach to work together and the increasing

engagement of schools across Brighton and

Hove, East and West Sussex.'
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Professor goes to

Parliament
On 12th January 2015, Professor

Colleen McLaughlin, Head of the

Department of Education, gave a

presentation on the impact of

schooling on children and young

people’s mental health and

emotional wellbeing, with a focus on

vulnerable groups at the All Party

Parliamentary Group for Children.

Following her presentation, Lord

Ramsbotham requested a copy of

her research. During Parliamentary

debate, he stated: ‘We heard from

Professor Colleen McLaughlin of

Sussex University of her detailed

research into the best ways of

supporting children with such

problems in schools. Everything she

said and subsequently sent me to

read is diametrically opposite to the

Secretary of State’s contention

about his secure college. She makes

it abundantly clear that children

with such problems can make no

educational progress until their

health and well-being problems are

assessed and tackled, the selection

and employment of suitable staff

being absolutely crucial to success.’

Professor McLaughlin said, ‘The

session went well and included a

really good presentation from two

young people from Young Minds on

mental health and schools and

teachers and pupils from a primary

school. My presentation presented

������������������ϐ�����������

development of good mental health

or wellbeing in schools. I argued for

the connection of all aspects of

school and for a relational approach

which engaged with complexity’.
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Researching the Sussex Study

Experience (SSE) Programme
Over the last three years, Dr. Louise Gazeley has been

working with the Widening Participation team at the

University of Sussex to support their work on

evaluation. Most recently this has involved leading a

formal evaluation of a new programme for Year 12

students called the Sussex Study Experience (SSE). The

pilot programme ran from January - July, 2014 and

provided an extended opportunity to work with

academic staff from the University in the following

academic areas: Geography, Law, English, Media,

History and Physics. The evaluation was designed to

capture students' immediate experiences of the

programme, but also insights into their university

������������ϐ�����������������Ǥ����������������

collected from a wide range of sources over time and

�����������������������ϐ����������������������ʹͲͳͷǤ�

������������ϐ�������������������������������

programme provided a wide range of formal and

�������������������������������Ǥ������������������ϐ����-

hand knowledge of what to expect at university,

allaying participants' fears and humanising the

University as an institution. The opportunities that the

programme provided to interact with current

undergraduate and PhD students were considered to

have been particularly important. The academic staff

teaching on the programme were found to have a high

level of personal commitment to widening

�������������ǡ������������������ϐ����������������

scholars themselves. These experiences played a part

in deciding how to develop the programme to best

meet the needs of the young people involved. They

were shared informally with parents at the graduation

ceremony that concluded the programme.

Louise said, “The research is important as Widening

Participation teams are under a lot of pressure to

evidence the impact of the work they do. Collaborating

in the way that we have has been really illuminating as

we have different areas of expertise but shared

interests and goals. One of the outcomes of the work

has been the introduction of the MA in Education:

Widening Participation strand”.

Carole Nairn, Head of Widening Participation, said,

“Working closely with Dr Louise Gazeley and the

research team in evaluating the SSE pilot has provided

a vital insight, through robust evaluation methods, into

the perspective of all stakeholders, including

practitioners, teachers, undergraduate ambassadors,

parents and, most importantly, the students

themselves. This timely pilot coincides with the sector

�����������������ϐ�������	 ��������������������������

evaluative framework. It addresses the call for robust

research which is in place from the start of any new

programme, and which uses the knowledge gained to

��ϐ�������������������������ǳǤ

Fay Lofty, an MA student on the newly launched

Widening Participation strand, said, “The MA in

Education (Widening Participation strand) has been

very useful in my role as a widening participation

practitioner. I am interested in parental engagement

and doing the MA has helped me turn my interest into

a research-��������������������ϐ��������������������

shape how we work with parents and carers of

children on the programme I work on. It has also given

me a greater insight into the work of widening

participation, as well as allowed me to develop a more

inquiring and thoughtful approach to my work”.

Researchers involved in the evaluation were: Dr.

Louise Gazeley (PI), Sarah Ayliffe, Fi Branagh, Dr.

Barbara Crossouard, Emily Danvers, Jessica Gagnon,

Sarah Leaney, Dr. Rob Rosenthal and Dr. Francesca

Salvi.
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Bolashak Scholars Programme
This year, 10 Bolashak scholars have been

developing their skills as researchers in local

�����������������Ǥ����������������������ϐ������

‘case’ that they have decided to investigate in

their placement school where they have been

since September 2014. With the support of

school mentors and university tutors, they have

each selected a question to research that will

have some transferability for them when they

return to their own teaching in Kazakhstan.

All research involved some empirical data

analysis and broadly drew on discourses

analysis, interview and participant-observer

data. The topics selected for research have varied

widely including: Teachers’ perspectives related

to ideas of ‘Student Voice’ in the classroom;

Students’ differing attitudes to practical and

theoretical aspects of science lessons; Exploring

IT teachers’ attitudes to assessing achievement in

‘Project-Based Learning’; The effectiveness

of Core Assessment in supporting students in

making judgements about their learning.

Zhangozy Ongarbay, Birzhan Sapauanov, and

Balaussa Yermenova presented posters at the

prestigious ‘2nd Educational Forum for Central

Asia 2015’, hosted by the University of Sussex in

March 2015. Student Narken Burkenov

presented his own research on the new

Postgraduate Diploma in International Teacher

Education that some of the students have

undertaken this year. Three students, Zhangozy

Ongarbay, Amira Kalyleva, and Elvira Suiindina,

presented posters at the Teacher Research

Conference at Sussex in June. Several other

students presented their work at the MA

Education Research day in June.

The Postgraduate Diploma in International

Teacher Education is a new course introduced in

September 2014 and it combines both academic

development at Masters level, alongside an

enhancement of professional educational

practice for teachers, especially from

international contexts.
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Glasgow, UK.

 Webb, R. C. (2015, June) presented and led a

workshop/seminar discussion sharing experiences of

using the work of Jacques Ranciere as an analytic

framing device for ethnographic data emerging from a

study of discourses of children's rights, and the ways

in which they were performed and practiced in one

English primary school', University of Brighton,

Education Department.

Activities

 Akyeampong, K., Dunne, M., Hudson, B. and

McLaughlin, C. - co-organisers with the College of

Education, University of Ghana of

the 1st International Conference on Education

Research for Development in Africa (ICERDA), Legon,

4-5 May 2015.
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 Gill, S. (2015, July) ‘Whole Person Education and

Social Emotional Learning’, two-day lectures and

seminars, Invited by the Chinese Ministry of

Education, Chinese National College for Primary

School Leaders, Beijing Normal University.

 Hudson, B. - Opponent for PhD Defence by Thusani

Weerasinghe entitled Designing Online Courses for

Individual and Collaborative Learning: A study of a

virtual learning environment based in Sri Lanka,

Department of Computer and Systems Science,

University of Stockholm, 27 April 2015.

 Hudson, B. (2015) Invited seminar, on the themes of

ICT for Learning and the Role of Scholarship in

Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, for

members of the Faculty Board of Teacher Education,

Karlstadt University, Sweden, 24-26th September

2015.

 Hudson, B. (2015) Invited to become a member of the

International Advisory Board of Zeitschrift für 

Erziehungswissenschaft

 Luckock, B. Boddy, J., Banerjee, R., Dickens, R., &

Hampden-Thompson, G. (2015) Selected for the

evaluation panel for the DfE Children’s Social Care

Innovations Programme.

 Marshall, N.A. (2014, September) Opponent for PhD

Defence by Anu Sepp entitled "From music syllabus to

teachers' pedagogical thinking: a comparative study

of Estonian and Finnish basic school music

education", University of Helsinki.

 McLaughlin, C. book The Connected School: A Design

for Well-being launched on Monday 59th June at a

policy event with key actors in London at Pearson.

 Sutherland, J. and Hudson, B. (2015, September) co-

edited a special edition of Education Today on

dialogic talk and sociocultural learning. This has

articles from four recent MA and EdD students in

Education at Sussex, all of whom are practising

English teachers, conducting innovative, practice-

based research in local secondary schools on various

aspects of dialogic talk. Their work includes a range of

projects centred on collaborative peer talk. These

include: developing the quality of student talk and

thinking in English lessons; improving reading

comprehension and a culture of independent reading

through group talk; using dialogic talk to develop

creativity in writing at A Level; and using

participatory action research with teachers to support

teacher-development.

Awards

 On June 23rd. 2015, Dr Nigel Marshall was awarded

ϐ������������������������������ ������Ƭ�������������

�����������������������������������ϐ������������������

������������������������������������ϐ�����������

��������Ǥ�ͳʹ �ϐ�������������������������������������

variety of health topics, each detailing the

development of an innovative research methodology.

Carried out in conjunction with the charity 'Music in

Hospitals' and research colleague, Dr Kagari

Shibazaki, the presentation detailed how the use of

salivary biomarkers can provide key indications of the

relative levels of well-being amongst elderly clients

��������������ϐ�����������������������Ǥ

 Julia Sutherland received a Student-led Teaching

Award for 'Outstanding Support for the Learning

Experience of Students' in June 2015.



Spotlight: Reading Comprehension
There has been some exciting interdisciplinary

research and impact work in CTLR in 2014-15 in the

reading development of weaker readers at secondary

school and in teacher-development in research-

informed approaches to reading. Dr. Julia Sutherland

(PI, CTLR), Dr. Jo Westbrook (CTLR) and Professor Jane

Oakhill (Psychology) collaborated on an Research

Development Fund supported pilot project: Developing

secondary students’ reading comprehension in Sussex

and Brighton & Hove. This project will now be scaled

up for a national project, for submission for a major

grant. This mixed-method research investigated the

measurable impact of an innovative teacher-

development programme on secondary students’

growth in reading comprehension, combining

theoretical and pedagogical understanding from

Psychology, Education and local teacher networks.

Twenty Year 8 classes of weaker readers, including

those from disadvantaged backgrounds, and their

teachers participated in the project. All classes used a

key element of the recommended model of reading: a

fast, sustained reading of two novels in a term with an

intensive focus on reading development. Intervention

teachers additionally drew on understanding and

pedagogic approaches recommended by the complete

�����Ǥ���������ϐ�����������������������������������

age of students measured by standardised reading tests

improved by eight and nine months respectively in

comparison and intervention classes during the three-

month project. Weaker readers in both groups made

the most progress in reading. Qualitative data

���ϐ������������ϐ�������ǡ������������������������������

engagement and motivation in reading, with teachers

reporting in interview: ‘I don’t think [students] have

read this much in such a short space of time, or ever,

and I didn’t for a minute expect that they would keep

up. It’s going to help their reading enormously, but I

think we just have to keep on doing it.’ ‘It’s been

liberating for me. I've never in 27 years of teaching just

read two texts back-to-back!’ Follow-up teacher review

������������ϐ������������������������������������ǡ�

with all 20 teachers saying that they were continuing to

use the recommended model, altering the curriculum

to achieve this.

�������������ϐ���������������������������������

reading have been shared with English teachers and

Heads of English at three conferences at Sussex

summer and at the UK Literacy Association (UKLA)

Annual conference. For the second year running, Dr.

Julia Sutherland, Dr. Jo Westbrook (CTLR), Emily Evans

and Claire Houslop (English teacher reading

specialists) have run the innovative Sussex reading

group of English teachers. This group was formed to

�������������������������������������������ϐ������ǡ�����

share approaches to engaging students in independent

reading by shadowing the UKLA Children’s book

award. It will run in 2015-16 with an even larger

membership. In recognition of the dynamic work on

reading at Sussex, Dr. Julia Sutherland was invited to

become Joint Regional Representative for the South

region by the UKLA.

23
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Seminars & Events

Summer 2014

The Department of Education at the University of Sussex
has created a new and innovative partnership with seven
local schools. Launched in July 2014, the Sussex Research
Network: Schools-University Partnership engages
schools in researching their own practice, learn from
research, and engage in large-scale research projects
with university-based colleagues. The Sussex Research
Network will continually create and share a local
knowledge base, including reviews of the national and
international evidence base in key areas of education,
����ϐ�������������������-based research, accessible to all
members via a website. Each school partner is supported
by a senior member of the university's Faculty, who acts
as a critical colleague to the school and participants. The
university provides guidance on whole-school research,
facilitates access to resources and supports the partner
through bespoke training.

Autumn 2014

	 �������ϐ������������������������������������ǡ�����������

Gordon Harold, the Andrew and Virginia Rudd Chair in

Psychology and Director of the Rudd Centre for Adoption

Research and Practice at the University of Sussex,

presented: Does Parenting Really Matter? Family

���������������ϔ��������������������ȋ�����������������

attainment). The event was part of the ESW Open Seminar

Series and was held on Monday 6th October. In the

seminar, Professor Harold discussed the relative role of

�����������������������������������ϐ�����������

children’s emotional and behavioural development,

including school attainment.

CTLR welcomed the new Director, Professor Gillian

Hampden-Thompson, with an informal meeting and

social on Tuesday 2nd December.

Spring 2015

On Monday 9th February, CTLR hosted another event in

the ESW Open Seminar Series. Dr Judith Harford,

University College, Dublin and Dr Peter Gray, Norwegian

University of Science and Technology, presented:

�����������������������ǣ��������������������ϔ��������

their professional identity in the mirror of their experience

as pupils. Dr.s Harford and Gray presented their research

���������������������������������������������ȋ��ϐ��������

essays) of 100 student teachers undertaking a one year

diploma programme in a university in the Republic of

Ireland, and discussed the impact of a student teacher’s

“apprenticeship of observation” on teacher identity.

On Wednesday 4th March, CTLR hosted a research

student social, open to all doctoral researchers from

University of Sussex and University of Brighton whose

research is focused on any areas relating to teaching,



25

learning, student experience, and/or education in any

context. This event was an opportunity for doctoral

������������������������������������������ϐ�������������

about the Centre.

Director of CTLR, Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson

was the featured speaker for the Monday 30th March,

ESW Open Seminar. The title of her talk was A Tale of

����������ǣ��������������ϔ����������������������������������

trials in Education. In the seminar, Professor Hampden-

Thompson discussed her involvement in the evaluation

of two Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)

interventions and provided an overview of the protocols,

������ϐ������������������������������������������

Controlled Trials (RCTs) in education research in the UK.

On Monday 13th April, CTLR hosted Twitter Basics, a

session open to ESW faculty, staff and doctoral

researchers covering an introduction to Twitter and the

�������������ϐ�����������������������������������Ǥ�����

session was presented by Sally Burr [@Burrblog],

Learning Technologist, Technology Enhanced Learning

and Jessica Gagnon [@Jess_Gagnon], Graduate Teaching

and Learning Assistant, Centre for Teaching and Learning

Research (CTLR) and included guests Professor Gillian

Hampden-Thompson [@HampdenThompson], and James

Williams [@edujdw], discussing their use of Twitter.

Summer 2015

On Tuesday 12th May, CTLR launched the Half Baked

Discussion Series, offering a friendly, critical space to

share developing ideas, a space where staff can think out

loud and use the discussion with colleagues to help move

��������������������������Ǥ�����ϐ��������������������

member was Dr. Rebecca Webb.

The Making Meaning Reading Group was launched on

Tuesday 19th May, a reading group for doctoral

researchers and staff, offering a chance to engage with

literature and discuss the implications for research. The

ϐ���������������������������������������� Ǥ�������

discussing Stuart Hall.

On Tuesday 2nd June, CTLR hosted the launch of the

Owen Education and UKLA (United Kingdom Literacy

Association) publications focused on critiquing the

National Curriculum . The series, English, Language and

Literacy 3 to 19: Principles and Proposals, draws on

seminal research and curriculum development work

carried out over a number of years. The aim of the series

is to inspire and inform debate about school strategy.

CTLR collaborated with CHEER (Centre for Higher

Education and Equity Research) to welcome Dr. Paul

Wakeling and Dr. Sally Hancock from the University of

York to discuss their research on Thursday 11th June as

part of the ESW Open Seminar Series. The event was

entitled: Gender and access to postgraduate

study: Emerging evidence from a multi-institutional study.

Their research examined the gender differences in

application to and enrolment in postgraduate education

using extensive data from a study of six research-

intensive universities in northern England. Focusing on

�����������ǡ����������������ϐ�������������������������

large and novel datasets created for the project. Their

���������ϐ�������������������������������������

inequalities in the labour market and for higher

education policy.
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The Fourth Annual Teacher Researcher Conference was

held on 20th June at the University of Sussex. The event

was attended by over 60 people and focused on teacher

��������������������������ϐ���������������������������

topics, including literacy, equity, widening participation,

inclusion, and assessment. The keynote address was

given by Dr. Elaine Wilson, University of Cambridge. Her

presentation was entitled: "Teacher Research as Driver of

School Reform". Presentations were given in themed

simultaneous sessions by teacher researchers and by

staff from the School of Education and Social Work. The

themes included: Learning in STEM (Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics) Subjects; Research in

Practice and a Curriculum for all?; and Exploring talk,

reading and gender in English and the Humanities. The

conference received funding from the Higher Education

Innovation Funding (HEIF) through the Higher Education

Funding Council for England (HEFCE).

On 24th June CTLR hosted Measuring Success?

Supporting vulnerable young people through evidence-

informed practice, featuring keynote addresses from Dr

Ingrid Obsuth from the Institute of Criminology at the

University of Cambridge; Dr. Gillean McCluskey of the

Moray House School of Education at the University of

Edinburgh; and Professor Gillian Hampden- Thompson,

Director of the Centre for Teaching and Learning

Research at the University of Sussex. Dr. Louise Gazeley

began the day with an overview of the challenges

associated with evidencing good practice with vulnerable

young people, drawing on the school exclusions research

reported in the paper mentioned under new publications.

��Ǥ������������������ϐ��������������������������������

and Inclusion Project, a cluster randomised controlled

trial of an intervention targeting young people at risk of

school exclusion. She discussed the importance and

�������������������������������������������������ϐ��������

behaviour support services for these young people in the

context of their complex needs. Dr. McCluskey talked

about the way in which restorative approaches have

developed in her own national context and also

elsewhere. Drawing on her own and others' research, she

discussed the challenges and successes associated with

working restoratively in education and suggested

possible next steps. Professor Hampden-Thompson

���������ϐ����-hand experience of her involvement in

randomised controlled trials evaluations of two

�������������Ǥ�����ϐ��������������������������������������

online mathematics tutoring invention for Pupil Premium

students, and the second is concerned with evaluating

the educational impact of placing “in need” children in

boarding schools. The conference received funding from

the HEIF through HEFCE.

On 7th July the second Making Meaning Reading Group

was held, focusing discussion on Savage’s article titled:

“Contemporary Sociology and the Challenge of

Descriptive Assemblage”.

����ϐ�������������������������������������������������

on 7th July. Head teachers, School Research Co-

ordinators, Research Leaders and colleagues from Sussex

Research Network partner schools were invited to

review ‘What have we learnt so far?’ and ‘Where do we

go from here?’ The focus of the conference was a

marketplace of ideas at which each school hosted a table

at which they discussed the work they’ve done this year

and what they hope to accomplish next year.
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Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson, Professor of
Education, Director of CTLR

Dr. Lori Altendorff, Visiting Research Fellow

Professor Janet Boddy, Professor in Child, Youth and
Family Studies & Course Leader for the BA in Childhood
and Youth: Theory and Practice

Fi Branagh, Teaching Fellow in Science Education

Dr. Andy Chandler-Grevatt, Teaching Fellow in
Science Education

Dr. Barbara Crossouard, Senior Lecturer in Education

Dr. Ally Daubney, Teaching Fellow

Irene Dallaway-Gonzalez, Teaching Fellow in
Mathematics Education

Sally Dudley, Lecturer in Education

Dr. Naureen Durrani, Lecturer in International
Education & Development

Jessica Gagnon, Doctoral Researcher, Graduate
Teaching and Research Assistant for CTLR

Dr. Louise Gazeley, Senior Lecturer in Education

Dr. Scherto Gill, Visiting Research Fellow and
Associate Tutor at the University of Sussex's Department
of Education

Karen Gladwin, Lecturer in Mathematics Education

Dr. Tamsin Hinton-Smith, Senior Lecturer in Higher
Education, Associate Director of the Centre for Gender
Studies

Kevin Holland, Teaching Fellow

Professor Brian Hudson, Professor of Education, Head
of the School of Education and Social Work

Duncan Mackrill, Senior Lecturer in Education and
Director of Teaching and Learning

Dr. Tish Marrable, Lecturer in Social Work

Dr. Nigel Marshall, Senior Lecturer in Education

Professor Colleen Mclaughlin, Professor of Education,
Head of the Department of Education

Keith Perera, Doctoral Researcher, Associate Tutor

Vanessa Regan, Doctoral Researcher, Teaching Fellow
in Modern Foreign Languages & Course Leader for
Secondary PGCE Modern Foreign Languages

Dr. Robert Rosenthal, Leader for Geography ITE, PGCE
(PP) and MA E pathway for Developing Research
Leadership and Enquiry

Dr. Yusuf Sayed, Reader in International Education

Jacqui Shepherd, English Tutor & Special Educational
Needs (SEND) and Inclusion Leader

Gretel Scott, Associate Tutor in Modern Foreign
Languages

Dr. Julia Sutherland, Senior Lecturer, Postgraduate
Taught Courses strategy leader and Course Leader and
Convenor for the MA in Education

Dr. Simon Thompson, Senior Lecturer and Director of
Initial Teacher Education

Jo Tregenza, Senior Teaching Fellow & Primary PGCE
Leader

Claire Watts, Teaching Fellow

Dr. Rebecca Webb, Lecturer in Education

Joan Williams, Teaching Fellow in Science Education

James Williams, Doctoral Researcher, Lecturer in
Science Education

Dr. Jo Westbrook, Senior Lecturer in Education

Jacqueline Young, Teaching Fellow



Location

The Centre for Teaching and Learning

Research (CTLR) at Sussex is located within

the School of Education and Social Work

which is based in Essex House on the

University of Sussex campus. The University is

situated on a modern campus on the edge of

the South Downs National Park near the lively

seaside city of Brighton. London is one hour

away by train, and there is easy access to

Gatwick and Heathrow airports.

The Centre for Teaching and Learning

Research (CTLR)

School of Education and Social Work

Essex House

University of Sussex

Falmer, Brighton

BN1 9QQ

For further information about CTLR, visit:

www.sussex.ac.uk/education/CTLR

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SussexCTLR

Director

Professor Gillian Hampden-Thompson

Email: G.Hampden-Thompson@sussex.ac.uk

Twitter: @HampdenThompson

Graduate Teaching/Research Assistant

Jessica Gagnon

Email: J.Gagnon@sussex.ac.uk

Twitter: @Jess_Gagnon


