
H O S T E D  B Y  T H E  C E N T R E  F O R  T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G  R E S E A R C H

Caring about Care:
Promoting successful trajectories through the development 

of more human-scale systems

PROGRAMME
10.00-10.30am:  Coffee, registration welcome and introductions

10.40am:  Matthew Blood (London Borough of Islington) talks about the role of the virtual school in promoting 
good educational outcomes and the motivations that led to the development of the 

HE Champions Coaching programme for Looked After Children. 

11.10am:  Anita Sehdev and Dembo Drame (Kaizen partnership) reflect on the value of a more personalised, 
therapeutic coaching model and shared experiences of disadvantage in empowering young people around their 

decision making and future trajectories. 

11.40am:  Dr Louise Gazeley and Dr Tamsin Hinton-Smith talk about the importance of rethinking our notions of 
what constitutes success in the face of the ‘endless small steps [that] fall out of the long-term goal of university’ 
and the importance of ensuring that this diversity of experience is supported through the development of more 

human-scale systems.

12.15pm:  Discussion focusing on overcoming challenges and developing good practice

12.45pm:  LUNCH

1.30pm:  Dr Maggie Inchley (Queen Mary University of London) and Dr Sylvan Baker (Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama) present a participatory action research project that gathered and shared the personal 

testimonies of care-experienced young people, foster carers and social workers in order to heighten listening and 
provoke change in care and education.

2.00pm:  Lynn O’Meara and Karen Tucker discuss how the development of support systems at the University of 
Sussex are improving experiences - from transition and beyond

2.20pm:  Dr Fidelma Hanrahan presents findings from Against All Odds, an international research project that 
aimed to build more positive understandings of the experiences of young people and adults who have been in 

care. Accounts from care leavers in England, who were in education, training or employment highlight their 
hidden successes.

3.00pm:  Plenary - focusing on how making connnections today might inform positive change.

Please confirm your attendance ASAP at:
 www.sussex.ac.uk/education/ctlr/activity/caringaboutcare

Supported by the Centre for Innovation and Research in Childhood and Youth (CIRCY) 
and the Centre for Social Work Innovation and Research (CSWIR)


