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The Department of Sociology at the University 
of Sussex is a lively, research-intensive 
department offering high quality teaching. 
Our research and teaching engage with major 
trends in society and offer distinctive and 
critical ways of thinking about the social world.

We offer a range of comprehensive and innovative 
undergraduate degrees as well as postgraduate taught 
courses and doctoral studies. Our research is world class, 
with strengths ranging from gender to globalisation, 
health to crime, alternative societies to migration, 
childhood to sexuality, and identity to cosmopolitanism. 

Members of the department are committed to the 
advancement of sociology as an interdisciplinary and 
globally oriented social science. Our students come from 
all over the world.

About us
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Why choose us?

The department is recognised for its 
outstanding teaching and our staff see 
students and their learning as central 
to what they do. Our expertise and 
enthusiasm is one reason why students 
consistently score our teaching highly 
in the national student survey (NSS).

Sussex is a great place to study 
sociology, criminology, and sociology-
related subjects. We’re friendly and 
accessible, intellectually diverse and 
lively, serious but also good-humoured. 
We are working at the cutting edge of 
our discipline and will both challenge 
and support you.

We emphasise high-quality learning, 
accessibility to our students, teaching 
by top-class researchers at the cutting 
edge of their fi eld, and choice, offering 
a range of modules and options.

Our degrees cover themes and issues 
including gender, deviance, health, 
globalisation, migration and identity – 
giving you experience of a wide range 
of topics before you specialise in 
your fi nal year. Many of our fi nal year 

students choose to take a year-long 
supervised research project in an 
area of their choice. At Sussex our 
sociology courses teach our students 
how to generate and present data, 
skills which are highly regarded by 
potential employers from a wide range 
of sectors. This gives you the fl exibility 
to choose whichever direction you wish 
to pursue in future years. 

of Sociology graduates 
are in work or further 
study six months after 
graduation
Source: Destinations of Leavers from 
Higher Education (DLHE) 2013

93%
Source: National Student Survey 2014

92% of students are satisfied 
with our teaching and 95% 
of students said our staff 
are enthustiastic about what 
they are teaching

Coming to the Department of Sociology at Sussex 
will bring you into one of the most lively and friendly 
departments in the country. The aim of our degrees is 
to equip you with the skills to analyse, assess and be 
critical, enabling you to make sense of the world 
around you. 



Undergraduate teaching

Our degrees are designed 
so you can explore subjects 
in ways that interest 
you, as you develop 
your knowledge and 
understanding.  

We offer a wide range of 
courses, including both 
Sociology and Criminology 
single honours, and joint 
honours courses. 

BA Sociology

BA Criminology

BA Criminology and 
Sociology

BA Sociology and Cultural 
Studies

BA Sociology and 
International Development

BA Sociology and Media 
Studies

BA Sociology and a Modern 
Language (French, Italian 
or Spanish) (4 years)

BA History and Sociology

BA International Relations 
and Sociology

BA Philosophy and 
Sociology

BA Politics and Sociology



Undergraduate teaching
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Year 1
You are introduced to sociology as a 
subject area, learning about important 
concepts and theories in the discipline 
as well as examining recent debates 
about contemporary Britain. Core 
modules also help you learn to ask 
sociological questions and ‘make 
the familiar strange’. Single honours 
students are introduced to the study of 
gender and choose two electives. 

Year 2
You learn about major methods of data 
collection and their use in different 
contexts, and practise doing interviews, 
focus groups, observations and 
questionnaire design. You also learn 
about the analysis of both quantitative 
and qualitative data. You have the 
opportunity to gain detailed knowledge 
of several areas in sociology (taking 
four options as a single honours 
student, and two as a joint honours 
student). 

Year 3
You deepen your knowledge and 
critical understanding by focusing on 
specialist topics refl ecting cutting edge 
research within the department. You 
also have the chance to carry out your 
own piece of research in the form of a 
supervised project. 

Have you ever wondered about the 
effects of different political and 
economic institutions on our lives? 
How our gender or sexuality shapes our 
experience? Why race and immigration 
are such enduring issues? Or how 
health care and criminal justice 
systems work? And what alternatives 
have been proposed? 

Studying for a Sociology degree as 
single or joint honours will enable you 
to develop a heightened awareness of 
the importance of different ideas and 
institutions in shaping our societies.

You will gain a good knowledge of 
sociology and a critical understanding 
of different institutions and movements 
that shape individual experience in 
the contemporary world. You will learn 
both quantitative and qualitative social 
research methods to enable you to 
carry out your own research and assess 
the research of others. In addition, 
you will develop transferable skills in 
understanding and assessing ideas and 
evidence, presenting your own work 
and ideas in written and oral forms, 
working independently and with others. 

You will study:

●  theories and approaches to 
understanding different societies and 
economic systems

●  the ideas underpinning different 
institutions and policies, including 
in health, education, migration and 
crime

●  the experience and effects of 
both gender and sexuality in the 
contemporary world

●  the rules, routines and interactions 
that shape everyday life and identity

●  movements for political and social 
change at both national and global 
levels

If you study single honours Sociology 
you also choose ‘elective’ modules in 
your fi rst and second years alongside 
your core modules from subject areas 
such as anthropology, international 
relations, philosophy, history, and 
international development. These 
electives give you greater breadth to 
your studies. 

You may also choose to study a 
‘pathway’ with your single honours 
degree – a coherent programme of 
study in a single subject – taking up 
25 per cent of your time in Years 1 
and 2 of your course. 

Studying Sociology at Sussex



Undergraduate teaching
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Autumn term Spring term

BA Sociology 

BA Sociology Joint Honours

Themes and Perspectives I 
A Sociology of 21st Century Britain 
Critical Reading and Writing for Sociologists 
Elective 1

Themes and Perspectives I 
A Sociology of 21st Century Britain 
‘Joint’ subject modules

Doing Sociological Research I 
Sociology Option 1 
Sociology Option 2 
Elective 3 

Doing Sociological Research I 
Sociology Option 1 
‘Joint’ subject modules

Sociology Project
Advanced Sociology Option 2

Sociology Project 
or 
Advanced Sociology Option 2 
‘Joint’ subject modules

Sociology Project Proposal
Advanced Sociology Option 1

Sociology Project Proposal  
or 
Advanced Sociology Option 1 
‘Joint’ subject modules

Themes and Perspectives II 
Making the Familiar Strange 
Gender and the Lifecourse 
Elective 2

Themes and Perspectives II  
Making the Familiar Strange
‘Joint’ subject modules 

Doing Sociological Research II 
Sociology Option 3 
Sociology Option 4 
Elective 4

Doing Sociological Research II 
Sociology Option 2
‘Joint’ subject modules

Year 1

Year 1

Year 2

Year 2

Year 3

Year 3

Joint honours
Joint degrees allow you to get the 
best of both worlds where you are 
taught by a wide range of staff from 
two departments.

If you study Sociology together with 
another subject, including Criminology, 
you split your time equally between 
both subjects in each year. As the 
years progress, you take a decreasing 
proportion of core modules.

Find out more!
Thus in Year 2 you will take the core 
methods modules and two further 
Sociology options, and in Year 3 you 
can choose between doing a Sociology 
project or two specialist options. For an 
example of this, see the BA Criminology 
and Sociology (joint) on page 11.

Electives and pathways
See pages 16–17 for more information 
about electives and pathways.

Options
See page 08 for more information about our 
optional modules.



Undergraduate teaching

●  The Cultural Life of Capital 
Punishment

●  Sociology of Fun
●  Contemporary Social Theory
●  The Body in Politics and Society
●  Development, Human Rights and 

Security
●  Alternative Societies
●  Sociology of Humans and other 

Animals
●  Sociology of Care: Caring and Work
●  STS of Care: Caring with and for 

Technology

In the second and final 
year, students can choose 
a number of sociology 
options. The options 
offered reflect the wide 
range of research interests 
covered by faculty. 

This list shows examples 
of optional modules that 
have been offered in recent 
years.

●  Classical Sociological Theory
●  Constructing Sexuality
●  Migration and Integration
●  Beyond the Vote: Citizenship and 

Participation
●  Sociology of Globalisation
●  Sociology and Deviance 
●  Sociology of Everyday Life 
●  Sociology of Medicine and Health
●  Race, Confl ict and Change
●  Sociology of Childhood
●  Death of Socialism 
●  Identity and Interaction
●  The Body: Current Controversies and 

Debates

Sociology optional modules 



I always loved Sociology but had 
a real interest in the slightly more 
obscure topic choices. Sussex 
most defi nitely offered these and 
it suited me better than other 
universities I looked at. You have 
the option to stick to classical 
topics but the other modules were 
the real pull for me. 

Romi Nakkeeran
BA Sociology
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Undergraduate teaching

criminal justice system works and will 
also read and discuss some classic 
criminological studies. You will gain 
an important grounding in sociological 
theories and perspectives which 
strongly underpin our thoughts, ideas 
and theories of criminology. As a single 
honours student you will also choose 
two electives. 

Year 2
You study a range of criminological 
perspectives from emergent, historical 
perspectives to recent theories and 
approaches. You analyse issues 
associated with different forms of 
punishment, such as why they are used 
and what they are meant to achieve. 
You have the opportunity to focus on 
specifi c areas of criminology, such as 
victims and society, and policing. You 
learn how to apply research methods 
to criminological research. As a single 
honours student you will also choose 
two electives.

Year 3
You deepen your knowledge and 
critical understanding by focussing on 
specialist topics such as terrorism, 
capital punishment, and crimes against 
humanity. You also have the chance to 
carry out your own piece of research in 
the form of a supervised project. 

Have you ever wondered not only why 
people commit crimes, but also why 
certain acts are outlawed as crimes 
rather than others? Why attitudes to 
crime differ across time and place? 

Our Criminology degrees aim to equip 
you with a critical understanding of 
crime, deviance, social control and 
punishment in contemporary society. 
In particular, we encourage you to 
explore links between criminological 
theory and criminal justice practice, 
as well as analysing wider cultural 
meanings and portrayals of crime and 
punishment. At Sussex, as well as 
crimes committed by individuals within 
society, we also explore other critical 
topics such as state crime and crimes 
against humanity, victims and society, 
and terrorism. 

You will study:

●  theories and approaches to 
understanding crime and how society 
reacts to it

●  the ideas underpinning different 
types of punishment and how 
punishments work in practice

●  the different elements of the criminal 
justice system and their roles

●  the signifi cance of factors such as 
gender, class, ethnicity, age, politics 
and culture on the study of crime 
and punishment

If you study single honours Criminology 
you also choose ‘elective’ modules 
alongside your core modules from 
subject areas such as anthropology, 
international relations, philosophy, 
history, and international development. 
These electives give you greater 
breadth to your studies. If you study 
Criminology and Sociology (joint 
honours) you take Criminology and 
Sociology options in Year 2 and can 
choose specialist options from either 
Criminology or Sociology in your fi nal 
year.

You will achieve an in-depth knowledge 
of criminology and an appreciation of 
how we can begin to address some of 
the important questions facing society. 
You will learn both quantitative and 
qualitative social research methods 
to enable you to carry out your own 
research and assess the research of 
others. In addition, you will develop 
transferable skills in understanding 
and assessing ideas and evidence, 
presenting your own work and ideas 
in written and oral forms, and working 
independently and with others.

Year 1
You are introduced to criminology 
as a subject area, learning how to 
‘think like a criminologist’. You will 
develop an understanding of how the 

Studying Criminology at Sussex
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Undergraduate teaching

Autumn term Spring term

BA Criminology 

BA Criminology and Sociology Joint Honours

Thinking Like a Criminologist 
Critical Reading and Writing for Criminologists 
Themes and Perspectives I 
Elective 1

Thinking Like a Criminologist 
Critical Reading and Writing for Criminologists 
Themes and Perspectives I 
A Sociology of 21st Century Britain 

Criminology in Theory and Perspectives  
Doing Sociological Research I 
Criminology Option 1 
Elective 3 

Criminology in Theory and Perspectives 
Criminology Option 1
Doing Sociological Research I 
Sociology Option 1 

Criminology Project 
Advanced Criminology Option 2

Criminology or Sociology Project
Advanced Criminology or Sociology Option 2

Criminology Project Proposal 
Advanced Criminology Option 1

Criminology or Sociology Project Proposal
Advanced Criminology or Sociology Option 1 

Criminological Classics 
Understanding the Criminal Justice System 
Themes and Perspectives II 
Elective 2

Criminological Classics 
Understanding the Criminal Justice System 
Themes and Perspectives II 
Making the Familiar Strange

Doing Sociological Research II 
Criminology Option 2
Criminology Option 3 
Elective 4

Criminology Option 2 
Criminology Option 3 
Doing Sociological Research II 
Sociology Option 2 

Year 1

Year 1

Year 2

Year 2

Year 3

Year 3

Find out more!
Electives and pathways
See pages 16–17 for more information 
about electives and pathways.

Options
See page 12 for more information about  
our optional modules.



Undergraduate teaching

Students can choose a 
number of criminology 
options. The options 
offered reflect the wide 
range of research interests 
covered by faculty. 

This list shows examples 
of optional modules.

Year 2 options
●  Punishment and Penology
●  Identity, Crisis and Transgression
●  Victims of Crime and Society
●  Policing in Contemporary British 

Society
 

Year 3 options
●  Terrorism
●  The Cultural Life of Capital 

Punishment 
●  Crimes against Humanity
●  Crimes of Hate, Terror and Violence

Criminology optional modules 



The Sociology and Criminology 
joint honours degree allows 
students to learn about the 
interesting aspects of crime, such 
as why people commit crime and 
the different criminal justice 
agents, without missing out on 
learning about society as a whole. 
The course allows students to 
express opinions and choose 
which particular topics interest 
them most and focus on them. 

Rebecca Ward
Studying BA Criminology 
and Sociology 



The third year project
This gives you the chance to link the 
knowledge and experience gained over 
your degree to the key issues affecting 
third sector organisations, local and 
central governments, and the private 
sector. The project also provides you 
with the opportunity to address the 
important questions being asked by 
academics.

Seeing the world
You’ll also have the opportunity 
to extend your sociological or 
criminological understanding within 
different social, cultural and political 
environments through work placements 
or study abroad (see page 16). 

Events and social media
The department has regular events 
hosting speakers from outside the 
university, which are open to students. 
There is a student society which puts 
on social events, talks, debates and 
fi lm showings. 

The department has its own 
Facebook page ‘Sussex Sociology’ 
for discussions, networking, 
organising socials and campaigns. 
The department can also be found on 
Twitter @SussexSociology where you 
can follow for news and updates.

A richer experience

As a discipline and department, 
Sociology is keen to link to the world 
outside academia, allowing you to 
apply your knowledge in a different 
context.

14





Tailor your degree

Study abroad
Once students have embarked on their 
degree they also have the opportunity 
to apply to spend time studying abroad 
at an English speaking university. This 
can extend the degree into a four year 
course.

We have close relationships with 
several European universities, and 
often send students to countries such 
as the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Germany and The Netherlands. 
Students can also apply for scholarship 
programmes to a range of US 
institutions.

Before leaving, you will be given plenty 
of advice and information about 
studying abroad and you will be invited 
to attend meetings and also to meet 
returning study abroad students who 
will give you valuable insights into 
what awaits you. You will be allocated 
a Study Abroad Tutor from among the 
academic staff of the department and 
will be able to contact that individual 
while living and studying abroad. 
Additionally you will benefi t from the 
student support services within 
your institution of study.

Electives
At Sussex, we offer electives in other 
subjects that are not necessarily 
related to your main subject. 

As a student on single-honours 
courses, you can broaden and enrich 
your studies by choosing to spend up 
to 25 per cent of your time in Years 
1 and 2 of your course on electives, 
exploring other subject areas. 

Pathways
On single-honours courses, you 
may choose to study a pathway – a 
coherent programme of study in a 
single subject – taking up 25 per cent 
of your time in Years 1 and 2 of your 
course. Once you have successfully 
completed a pathway, this is recorded 
on your degree certifi cate, allowing you 
demonstrate an additional specialism. 

Pathways are delivered over the fi rst 
two years of a course so you can 
explore your interests early on in your 
studies, while allowing you to focus on 
your core subject in the fi nal year. 

Neither pathways or electives have 
specifi c entry requirements. 

Placements
The University of Sussex recognises 
that professional/industrial placements 
can make a valuable contribution 
to an individual’s learning and 
development. We aim to support you 
to organise, manage and make the 
most of opportunities for gaining work 
experience during your time at Sussex.

We support students throughout the 
professional/industrial placement 
recruitment and selection process 
through a Placement Preparation 
Programme delivered by the Careers 
and Employability Centre. A central 
Placement Offi cer provides information, 
advice and guidance along with 
individual student support. Key topics 
in the programme include: 

●  How to fi nd the best placement 
for you

●  What employers look for and how to 
make your application stand out

●   Identifying your unique selling points
●  How to impress at interview
●  Getting the most out of your 

placement.

Sussex Choice allows you to broaden your studies by 
adding a placement, choosing from a variety of elective 
courses, or by spending some time studying abroad.

1414



Tailor your degree

Pathways 
You can choose from an array of 
fascinating options including:

●  American Identities
●  Applied Psychology
●  Arabic
●  British Political History
●  Chinese
●     Education for Development: Aid, 

Policy and the Global Agenda
●     English Language Teaching
●     Ethnographic Film
●     Film Analysis
●     French (Intermediate)
●     German
●     Global Issues
●     International Business Environment
●     Introduction to Financial Markets 

and Trading

Electives
This list shows some of the electives 
that have been offered in the past:

●     Italian
●     Japanese
●     Leadership Foundations
●     Mathematics Demystifi ed
●     Music and Society
●     Our Place in the Universe(s)
●     Paradox and Argument
●     Reading as a Creative and Critical 

Writer
●     Spanish for Professional Purposes
●     Spanish (Intermediate)
●     The Making of Modern Europe
●     Thinking Like a Criminologist
●     Understanding Law

Pathways and electives for Sociology 
and Criminology students

17

Find out more!
For more information on electives visit
www.sussex.ac.uk/study/ug/
sussexchoice/electives

Find out more!
For a full list of pathways visit
www.sussex.ac.uk/study/ug/
sussexchoice/pathways

● Criminology
● Strategic Management
● Psychology
● Languages
● Entrepreneurship
● Global Studies
● Human Rights
● International Business
● Legal Studies
● Culture and Society
● Education



Your future

government; social work; the legal 
system; the police; public relations and 
personnel/human relations. Recently 
we have also seen graduates going 
into journalism, media and music 
industries, web design, fi nancial 
services, marketing and fashion. 

A Sussex degree provides a foundation 
from which our graduates build their 
lives – infl uenced by what they have 
studied and who they have met whilst 
at university. 

Our degrees in sociology and 
criminology challenge students to 
work around problems from a variety 
of perspectives and positions, using 
theory and rigour to bring clarity to 
situations and suggest alternatives or 
solutions. Our alumni apply these skills 
in a wide range of different careers 
in the public, private and voluntary 
sectors. 

Around one third of our graduates go 
on to further study. Many of our former 
students follow the academic path at 

universities across the world – those 
staying at Sussex taking Masters 
degrees in Research Methods, Social 
and Political Thought, Gender Studies 
or Global Health, or starting PhDs – 
whilst others go into more vocational 
directions – taking law conversion 
courses, PGCE teacher training courses 
or social work training for example. 

In the last few years our graduates 
have predominantly found careers in: 
health and social welfare; teaching; 
housing; local, national and European 

As sociology or criminology graduates you will leave 
Sussex with many skills and aptitudes that are valued 
in contemporary job markets. Not just in the practical 
abilities embedded in the degree – such as statistical 
analysis or qualitative approaches to research – but 
also in the development of critical and problem solving 
capabilities. 



‘  I really loved my time 
at Sussex as it was 
buzzing with ideas and 
interesting people 
and it made me realise 
the value of education 
and also the marvellous 
opportunities that a 
good university can 
provide.’

  Saimo Chahal QC (Hon) 
Sociology 1977 

  Partner and joint head of the 
Public Law and Human Rights 
team at Bindmans LLP. Appointed 
an honorary QC in 2014.

‘  My time at Sussex 
taught me to be self-
sufficient. It also gave 
me confidence to 
be able to challenge 
the status quo if 
appropriate and 
boundaries, which have 
ultimately helped my 
progression.’

 Evette Orams
 Sociology 1993 
  Managing Director at Hilton-
Baird Financial Solutions, former 
regional manager at Lloyds TSB 
Commercial Finance.

‘  Sussex has great 
reputation in 
social research 
and in many social 
science disciplines 
with an interesting 
interdisciplinary focus. 
...it also has a fantastic 
campus, and is near a 
fun and vibrant city.’

  Jose Manuel Roche 
Sociology 2007

  Head of research at Save the 
Children UK. 



We are proud of these 
rankings and we 
attract students, both 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate, in many 
different disciplines from 
around the world. Staff 
research and teach in areas 
such as cosmopolitanism, 
racism and globalisation; 
regulation, clinical 
research and mental 
health; sexual violence, 
gender and the body. 

Our academic rankings

of our research impact 
case studies were 
assessed as having 
‘outstanding’ or ‘very 
considerable’ impacts in 
terms of their reach and 
significance.

Sociology at Sussex was 
ranked in the top 15 in 
the UK

Source: Research Excellence Framework 
(REF) 2014

Source: The Times and Sunday Times 
Good University Guide 2015

Source: THE World University rankings 2015

100%Top 15 in 
the UK 

111th in 
the world 



Postgraduate teaching  

The Department of Sociology has a longstanding history 
and strength in postgraduate study and research in areas 
such as social theory and gender studies. Our tradition 
at Sussex is that of critical and interdisciplinary studies, 
both theoretical and empirical, which make a difference.

Students celebrating the Hindu 
festival of Holi on campus
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Postgraduate teaching  

●  Gender, Inclusion and Educational 
Development 

●  Gender, Sexuality and the 
Postcolonial 

●  Global Queer 
●  Hate Crime and Sexual Violence 
●  Queering Popular Culture  
●  Race Critical Theory  
●  Sex and Constitutions 
●  Sex and Violence 
●  The Body: Current Controversies and 

Debates 
●  The Cinematic Body 
●  Women and Human Rights

Summer term
You undertake work on the MA 
dissertation under faculty supervision.

One year full-time
Two years part-time

The MA Gender studies is owned 
by the Sussex Centre for Gender 
Studies (see page 27) which brings 
together top researchers from across 
the University. 

The MA gives you advanced grounding 
in gender/feminist theory and 
methodology taught through the 
discussion of contemporary social 
issues. The course explores: 

●  the contribution of feminist/gender/
queer theory to a range of academic 
disciplines 

●  methodological approaches to 
researching gender 

●  identity and the social construction 
of gender across different cultures 
and societies 

●  gender as an embodied social 
relation and experience 

●  the political aspects of gender and 
feminist research.

The MA is taught by a combination 
of seminars, lectures, tutorials and 
individual supervision.

Assessment 
The assessment portfolio is broad and 
includes concept notes, book reviews 
and presentations, as well as essays 
and term papers. You are also required 
to submit a 15,000-word dissertation.

Course structure 
Core modules familiarise you with key 
debates on gender issues, and present 
feminist challenges to established 
disciplines, as well as exploring 
important theories and methodological 
approaches. You take two core 
modules and two options, and you also 
write a dissertation. 

Autumn term 
●  Feminism, Law and Society
●  Gender Politics and Social Research 

Spring term 
You take two options from a list that 
has previously included 

●  Activism for Development and Social 
Justice  

●  Anthropology of Childbirth and 
Reproductive Health  

●  Culture and Identity Rights  
●  Critical Perspectives in Global Public 

Health  
●  Feminism and Film  
●  Gender, Sexuality and Family Law   

MA Gender Studies 



Postgraduate teaching  

●  Researching Childhood and Youth 
●  Self, Voice and Creativity in Research 

Writing 
●  Socio-legal Research Methods 
●   Theories of Development and 

Underdevelopment 
●  Understanding Processes of Social 

Change

Summer term
You take a series of advanced methods 
options and undertake supervised work 
on a dissertation focused on research 
methods. This dissertation can be the 
full research outline for doctoral study.

If you are interested in studying for a 
research degree in the social sciences, 
or want to learn about research 
methods, you might want to consider 
our innovative MSc in Social Research 
Methods, run by the ESRC Doctoral 
Training Centre. 

This offers a thorough grounding in the 
philosophy of social science and data 
collection and analysis

If you want to study for a PhD, and 
are seeking ESRC funding, you will 
be required to take this or one of our 
other ESRC-recognised research-
training Masters degrees, unless you 
have already achieved a similar level 
of research training at a university 
elsewhere. At the end of your fi rst year, 
you graduate with a Masters degree 
before proceeding to the PhD (this is 
called 1+3 study). 

Course structure 
Our MSc follows a standard model 
in which you study the philosophical 
underpinnings of research, research 
design, research ethics, and both 
quantitative and qualitative methods. 
Following on from these core elements, 
you take options on advanced research 
methods, which provide the key skills. 

Autumn term 
You take modules in introductory 
quantitative and qualitative methods, 
as well as Philosophy of Science and 
Social Scientifi c Research Practice or 
a theoretical core module within your 
chosen discipline. 

Spring term 
You take Research Design and Ethics 
and either three intermediate methods 
modules or one intermediate methods 
module and a subject-specifi c module. 
Recent modules have included:

●  Action Research 
●  Comparative Method
●  Discourse Analysis 
●  Ethnographic Methods 
●  Evidence for Policy and Practice 
●  Gender Politics and Social Research 
●  International Relations Theory 
●  Participatory Methods 
●  Policy and Programme Evaluation 

Research 

MSc in Social Research Methods

One year full-time
Two years part-time

23



For me Sociology is an incredibly 
open department: open to 
questions, methods and to our 
students. Whether your interest is 
in everyday interaction or identity 
or in broad political debates and 
social movements, you’ll fi nd 
people who are eager to discuss 
the issues with you. We have a 
strong tradition in social theory, 
but also lively engagement with 
campaigns and policy around 
sexual violence, global justice, 
healthcare and terrorism. 

Dr Catherine Will   
Senior Lecturer in Sociology



Sussex has one of the most beautiful campus 
locations in Britain. Situated in rolling 
parkland on the edge of Brighton, the campus 
combines award-winning architecture with 
green open spaces



Postgraduate research 

We welcome applications 
from students interested in 
undertaking doctoral studies. 
Applications on topics that 
fall within the department’s 
research clusters are welcome 
as are applications for topics 
within our individual areas 
of research expertise.

Research clusters
● Gender
● Health, medicine and science
● Criminology and transgression
● Social theory and political sociology

Interdisciplinary projects are strongly encouraged.

We run two of our own PhDs: 

● PhD in Sociology
● PhD in Gender Studies

Sociology Postgraduate Forum
Students from across the UK and from all around 
the world come to study at Sussex adding to our 
research community.
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As well as being interesting, 
studying Gender opens up good 
employment opportunities. Gender 
Studies graduates go into a variety 
of professions within fi elds such as 
the media, policy, non-governmental 
organisations, teaching, the civil 
service, the arts and trade unions.

At undergraduate level, courses 
related to gender issues are taught 
in many disciplines and departments 
including Sociology, Anthropology, 
Media and Film, English Literature and 
International Relations.

Gender is a key theme for Sussex 
research and many of our faculty 
are leaders in this fi eld. We research 
and teach on gender issues in a 
variety of schools and departments, 
which makes for fresh and innovative 
debates and diverse approaches to 
teaching and learning. We also have 
a strong policy, community and media 
presence through a number of high-
profi le research projects. The Centre 
for Gender Studies, which draws all 
this expertise together, is based in the 
School of Law, Politics and Sociology 
and led by co-Directors Alison Phipps, 
Mark Walters and Tamsin Hinton-
Smith.

Research within Gender Studies is 
organised through four interlinked 
strands:

● Gender and the law 
● Gender, crime and violence
● Gender and the body
● Gender theory and politics 

Faculty and postgraduate students 
situated within these research groups 
are able to network with each other 
and develop exciting collaborative 
projects. 

The Centre also enjoys good links with 
the Sussex Centre for Cultural Studies, 
the Centre for the Study of Sexual 
Dissidence and the Centre for Life 
History and Life Writing Research.

Our undergraduates and postgraduates 
are incredibly politically active in a 
number of student-led groups which 
include the Women’s Group (open 
to all self-identifi ed women) and the 
Feminist Society (open to students of 
all genders). Our Students’ Union is 
also one of those implementing the 
NUS ‘I Heart Consent’ campaign aimed 
at tackling ‘lad culture’.

Students also work part-time or 
volunteer for various local organisations 
including Survivors’ Network, RISE 
(previously the Women’s Refuge 
Project), and the Allsorts LGBT youth 
project.

Centre for Gender Studies 

Research centres

Find out more!
You can read more about the Centre for 
Gender Studies online at: 
www.sussex.ac.uk/gender



I chose to study at Sussex because 
it offered everything I was looking 
for in a University, it offered the 
course I wanted, as well as being 
in a nice area and having a very 
good reputation. I viewed many 
universities throughout the year 
and none of them compared to 
Sussex, it offered me something 
different and it has been great so 
far, it is such a pleasure to be a 
student here. 

Zoe Menendez-Buick
Studying BA Criminology





The place is alive with mainstream and 
alternative cultures. It is a city where 
individuality and diversity are valued 
and applauded.

The best thing you 
could do is to come 
and fi nd out for 
yourself.

For many, going to university will mean 
moving away from home for the fi rst 
time. Surrounded by the South Downs 
National Park, the University of Sussex 
is a community with an atmosphere 
of intimacy and camaraderie that 
many students fi nd encouraging, and 
reminisce about long after graduation.

From a social perspective, it is 
unbeatable – the restaurants, bars and 
sports facilities are only ever a short 
walk away. 

The centre of Brighton is only ten 
minutes away from campus by 
either bus or train. Here you will fi nd 
everything you could ask for – sun, 
sea, brilliant clubs, great places 
to eat, fabulous shops, and a truly 
cosmopolitan atmosphere.

Whether it’s down to something in 
the sea air or the protection of the 
South Downs, Brighton feels special. 
The atmosphere is unique, relaxed 
and friendly. Famous for its shopping 
and café culture, Brightonians have 
embraced the student lifestyle.

Life at Sussex



The University campus is located at Falmer, on the outskirts 
of Brighton, within easy reach of London and major 
international airports (Gatwick and Heathrow). 

For more information, visit www.sussex.ac.uk/fi ndus
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Whilst every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information presented 
in this brochure is correct at the time of 
going to print, the University of Sussex 
cannot be held responsible for any errors 
and/or omissions. In addition, subjects 
are constantly developing and hence, our 
degree courses are regularly reviewed and 
updated to refl ect this.
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How do I fi nd out more?
For information about entrance 
qualifi cations and for advice on how to 
apply, see the University of Sussex 
Undergraduate and/or Postgraduate 
Prospectus. These can be obtained 
online from 
www.sussex.ac.uk/study/prospectus 

For any further or more specifi c 
enquiries, please contact:

The Department of Sociology
School of Law, Politics and Sociology
Freeman Building
University of Sussex
Brighton BN1 9QE, UK

T +44 (0)1273 678890
F +44 (0)1273 873162
E lps@sussex.ac.uk

www.sussex.ac.uk/sociology


