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Discussion

• People who were indirectly affected by the fire, including people from other cities, came 
together and act as one group against to government inactions. 

• What happened in the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower fire is not unique. Community 
members came together and helped the survivors in a similar way in the after math of 
other disasters (e.g. Hurricane Katrina, London Bombings) 

• Campaigners came together and created their own community structure to demand 
justice for bereaved families and started their actions against to government neglect. 
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Aims

Overcoming Injustice

Campaigners stated that they took successful steps such as monthly Silent Marches and more 
than 150,000 signatures for the petition for public inquiry; however, they also mentioned that 
they will keep their activities until they overcome social injustice in society:

“you know, we are there to remember every single month of the tragedy that has happened, until 
somebody goes to prison, until justice is done because nobody is going to prison till now.” 

Community Empowerment

Community members came together and acted as one group in different activities against 
government inactions: 

“Oh, the community responded in a way that the government didn’t respond. So, we came 
together immediately without questioning and we had to be intuitive. We hadn’t been in that 
situation before, but we found a way to deal with it at the time while it was happening.”

Creating a Sense of Community

Even though they started campaigning because their sense of belonging to the community, they 
also mentioned that they aimed to keep being united against to injustice that they have been 
experiencing for a long time:

“I think, healing for us as a community is the most important thing right now as much as we are 
fighting for the accountability of those responsible. Any activity that brings people together to 
go through that process is useful.”

Research Questions

• Why do post disaster campaigns arise in the aftermath of a disaster? 

• Why do people who are not primarily affected by the fire also support campaigns?

• How post-disaster campaign groups succeed or fail?

Methods

Ethnographic Observation

Ethnographic observations started on 14th October 2017 during the monthly Silent 
Marches. Notes were taken from different activities including Silent Marches and meetings 
of different campaign groups. 

Interviews

15 different campaigners were interviewed. Participants were found  in different activities 
such as Silent Marches, Grenfell Heart preparation, and small meetings of small campaign 
groups. 

Background

• Solidarity among community members is seen in different phases in the aftermath 
of a disaster (Solnit,2009, p. 275)  

• Shared identity of the community members leads them to support each other who 
see themselves in the same category. (Drury, Cocking, & Reicher, 2009)

• Community members behave “as one” even though there are some moments of 
disagreement especially among the campaign groups that community members 
created before or after a disaster (Drury, 2018)

Grenfell Tower Fire

• Grenfell Tower fire occurred 14th June 2017

• The fire was out of control in 30 mins because cheap and flammable cladding
material was used during the regeneration project

• 72 people lost their lives

• Over 200 residents of Grenfell Tower and the buildings in the area lost their
accommodation

Reasons

Trauma After Disaster

Interviewees mentioned that they decided to join the campaigning activities because 
the community members and themselves felt traumatized. Those activities helped them 
to  feel united: 

“…it wasn’t just a point of that Grenfell needs me, I needed Grenfell. Even if you told 
me to stay away, I couldn’t stay away.”

Problems Before the Fire

Campaigners were already campaigning in the area of Grenfell Tower even before the 
fire because of various issues such as regeneration and gentrification:

“…some of the survivors were campaigning before 14th of June talking about health and 
safety and the cladding but they weren't listened to.“

Sense of Community

Interviewees mentioned that they joined the campaigning activities because they have 
strong commitment to their community:

“…it might sound very selfish, but, for me, because it’s the area that I have come in to 
work, people that I know, people that survived down thee, people died I knew… So, for 
me, I felt like I had to be here.”

Issues at Governmental Level

Government did not take necessary steps for the community members before and after 
the fire:

“we needed to think for the community and make sure that their needs were set up and 
put place in. The government didn't think about them at all this is a Red Cross moment, 
where was the Red Cross running in. They didn't do anything, so we had to.”

Social Disparity

Interviewees mentioned the disparity between rich and poor in the area of North 
Kensington:

“If it had happened uptown, everyone would have got involved and sorted it a long time 
ago. They’d put up a whole tower block in a month if they wanted to. People who are 
supporting it want to see some results in terms of justice, and, justice is going to take 
on different forms.”
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