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Welcome 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the Sussex Centre for Migration Research (SCMR), a University Research 
Centre.  We hope this newsletter and those that follow will provide you with useful and interesting news and 
information regarding recent and upcoming SCMR events, as well as a taster of some of the research, 
teaching, and outreach activities of affiliated faculty members and postgraduate students. 
 
The SCMR brings together researchers from a wide range of disciplines including human geography, politics, 
sociology, law, economics, education, anthropology, psychology, media, history, arts and literature. 
Research conducted by members is wide-ranging and interdisciplinary. It covers the experiences of sending 
and receiving regions, countries and states, and different types of migration and migrants across the globe. 
Through a focus on global transformations, SCMR research addresses issues that shape migrants’ life 
chances, including: human rights, states, transnationalism and migration management; citizenship, 
‘integration’ and cultural diversity in societies of settlement; and the migration and development nexus. 
 
The two-way link between migration and development has been a major focus of SCMR’s research 
endeavour, including a focus on migration as a route out of poverty. Here the SCMR joins with the Migrating 
Out of Poverty Consortium. SCMR research has been funded by the Department for International 
Development and Home Office, and academic funding bodies including the ESRC, AHRC, Nuffield 
Foundation, Leverhulme Trust, Joseph Rowntree Trust and by several European funding schemes. 
 
Over the last decade the SCMR has organised regular seminars open to faculty, students, and other 
interested individuals from across the University (and beyond), as well as conferences, public debates and 
other events. The SCMR has an established MA programme, many affiliated PhD students, and has hosted 
visiting research fellows at various stages of their careers.  
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Recent events 

scmrjems 

 
• “Negotiating Diversity”: 1st Annual International Conference hosted by the 
Sussex Centre for Migration Research & Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 
2014 
 
On 10th April 2014, the SCMR and the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (JEMS), also based at the 
University of Sussex, hosted an international day conference around the theme of ‘Negotiating Diversity’. 
The keynote talk, which will be published in the first issue of JEMS in 2015, was given by Rogers Brubaker 
(UCLA) on ‘Linguistic and Religious Pluralism: Between Difference and Inequality'.  
 
Other lectures were given by Christian Joppke (University Bern), who spoke on ‘Has Multiculturalism 
Failed?’; Paul Statham (SCMR Sussex), ‘Worlds Apart? Public debates and everyday views on 
Muslims/Islam’; Marc Helbling (WZB Berlin), ‘How state support of religion shapes religious attitudes to 
Muslims’, Pieter Bevelander (MIM Malmo), ‘The influence of country of origin on naturalization in Sweden’; 
and Els de Graauw (CUNY New York), ‘Making immigrants’ rights real: nonprofit advocacy with the city 
bureaucracy’. 
 
The conference was attended by more than 120 participants including scholars and students from many 
different universities across the UK and beyond, as well as by activists and practitioners working on 
migration-related issues. Discussion was dynamic and informative, and we hope to hold the SCMR-JEMS 
Conference as an annual event. 
 

 
 
 
• ‘Migration Researchers in the Field: A Graduate Student Conference on 
Method & Theory’ 
 
On April 8th and 9th 2014, tying in with the ‘Negotiating Diversity’ conference, the SCMR hosted this 
international postgraduate conference, organised by Sussex PhD students. The event was an opportunity for 
researchers working on innovative migration- related doctoral projects to present their work and receive 
constructive and critical feedback from interested and qualified peers. The conference included six panels 
covering diverse topics, including research on migrants’ own experiences and migration policy making, on 
the role of networks and social capital, the potential of migration for development. A conference aim was to 
address methodological challenges related to the study of contemporary migration flows and outcomes.  
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The keynote address was given by Dr Michael Collyer; students presenting their work during the course of 
the two days came from a wide range of UK and European universities including (as well as Sussex) the 
University of Manchester; Universitat Rovira i Virgili in Tarragona, Spain; Trinity College Dublin; the 
University of Bonn; the University of Lausanne, Switzerland; and the University of Antwerp. The event was a 
great success and there is strong support for repeating the conference in future years. 
 

 
 
 
• SCMR Migration Research Seminars, 2013-2014 academic year 
 
The Autumn term’s series of SCMR Migration Research Seminars was kicked off by an SCMR/ INTEGRIM 
event on October 2nd entitled ‘Challenges to Integration’ which brought together Prof. Alice Bloch of the 
University of Manchester, Dr Ben Gidley of Oxford, SCMR Researchers Paul Statham, Mike Collyer, and 
Linda Tip, and the two new doctoral students who are INTEGRIM Marie Curie Fellows, Reinhard Schweizer 
and Cezar Macarie. 
 
The subsequent ten seminars covered diverse topics including migrant resistance, highly-skilled migrants in 
Germany, Western ‘lifestyle migrants’ in India, Muslim communities and participation, UK immigration policy, 
Ghanaian entrepreneurs in the Netherlands, migration and the economic crisis in Spain, and refugee 
integration. Speakers included Dr Mari Korpela and Dr Stefanie Fobker, both visiting researchers at the 
SCMR. Invited international,scholars included Prof. Jean Tillie (UvA of Amsterdam), Dr Imogen Taylor 
(University of Lancaster), Prof. Christina Boswell (University of Edinburgh), Dr Therese O’Toole (Bristol), 
Prof Robert Kloosterman (UvA Amsterdam), Prof Ninna Nyberg Sørensen (DIIS Copenhagen),Prof Joaquín 
Arango (Madrid), and Dr Alison Strang (Queen Margaret, Edinburgh). The seminar series was well attended 
with between 20-50 attendees at each event. 
 
In the Spring term, the SCMR collaborated with the Department of Geography to host a series led by 
internal speakers, examining migration, state agents, and undocumented migration (Mike Collyer); 
transnational investment and ‘diasporic transformation of urban space in Zimbabwe’ (JoAnn McGregor); 
transnational links and return-migration experiences of the second generation in the Greek diaspora (Russell 
King); the political economy of immigration: a case study of South Korea (Tony Fielding); ‘Migration, 
exploitation and investment in human capital: findings from field studies in South and Southeast Asia’ (Priya 
Deshingkar); and ‘negotiations between asylum-seeker support organisations and representatives of the 
state’ (Ceri Oeppen). 
 
As well as the internal speakers, Tobias Eule from Bern University gave a seminar about ‘Managing 
Migration at the Street-Level in Germany’, and David Brown from Cornell University spoke on ‘Demography 
and Destiny: Population Changes and America’s Future’. 
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 On April 7th, 1st year Sussex 
Migration PhD students presented their work in an open 
event, which will be repeated in future years as well. 

 
 

•  SCMR Workshop ‘Islam in Europe’ 
 

On 26th March the SCMR hosted a day workshop at Stanmer House focusing on Islam in Europe. 
Papers on work in progress were presented by speakers including Prof Ruud Koopmans (WZB Berlin), Prof 
Jean Tillie (Amsterdam), Prof Marco Guigni (Geneva), Professor Paul Statham (SCMR), Dr Manlio Cinalli 
(Sciences Po) and Prof Dirk Jacobs. These were discussed by the attendees. 
 

Current Funded Research Projects 
 
 Dr Michael Collyer (Principal Investigator); Prof Rupert Brown; Dr Linda Morrice; and Dr Linda Tip  are working 
on a collaborative project entitled ‘Optimising refugee resettlement in the UK: a comparative analysis’. Funded by 
the Economic and Social Research Council, this project runs from September 2013 to March 2016. 
 
 Dr Michael Collyer also plays an advisory and training role in a study entitled ‘Involuntary Resettlement: A 
Cross Country Study on Urban Inequality and Poverty’. This project is funded by the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) and the Department for International Development (DfID) and is run from the International 
Centre of Ethnic Studies, Colombo, between April 2013 and March 2016. 
 
 Dr Ceri Oeppen manages the Afghanistan and Afghan diaspora research for the project ‘Possibilities and 
realities of return migration’, or PREMIG. This international collaborative research project, run from PRIO (Peace 
Research Institute Oslo), began in 2010 and will run until July 2015.  The part of the project on Pakistan was undertaken 
by Marta Bolognani with Prof. Paul Statham acting as PI. 
 
• Prof. Sally Munt is the PrincipaI Investigator and Linda Morrice the co-investigator of the project ‘Cultural Values 
from the Subaltern Perspective: A Phenomenology of Refugees' Experience of British Culture’. Funded by the AHRC, 
this research project runs from November 2013 – May 2014. 
 
  Prof. Paul Statham is the Sussex researcher working on the EURISLAM project, which was funded by the 
European Commission Research DG, Seventh Framework Programme, and ran between 2009 and 2013.  
 
o Prof. Paul Statham is Principal Investigator for ‘A Pilot Study: The Politicization of ‘Immigration’ and ‘Europe’ in 
Mass-Mediated Public Debates - a comparison of the UK and Sweden (2005-2015)’.  This pilot project will run from 
August 2014–April 2015 and is funded by a Sussex Research Development Fund (RDF) award.  

 
 Prof. Rupert Brown, Dr Mark Walters, Dr Jenny Paterson, and Harriet Fearn are collaborating on ‘The Sussex 
Hate Crime Project’, a project funded by a grant awarded by the Leverhulme Trust in 2013. This is a three-year research 
project investigating the indirect effects of hate crimes within the Muslim and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Trans (LGBT) 
communities. 
 
• Dr Dimitris Dalakoglou is the grant-holder for the  project ‘The City at a time of crisis: Transformations of 
Public Spaces in Athens, Greece‘. Funded by an Economic and Social Research Council Future Research Leaders 
grant, this project runs from October 2012-May 2014 and includes examination of the spaces available to migrants in the 
city. 
 
• Prof. JoAnn McGregor is advisor to an 18-month project called ‘Twelve Years of Asylum’, funded by a grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded in 2013. A collaboration between the Black Cultural Archives and the Zimbabwe 
Association, the project will create an archive of twelve years of asylum lobbying in the UK. 
 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/96968
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/95042
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/67017
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/spais/people/person/161185
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/psychology/people/peoplelists/person/95042
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/112655
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/psychology/people/peoplelists/person/329338
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/psychology/people/peoplelists/person/173344
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/my-esrc/grants/ES.K001663.1/read
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 Dr Michael Collyer coordinates the Work Package on 'Social and Labour Integration' for INTEGRIM (Integration 
and international migration: pathways and integration policies). This is a Marie Curie Initial Training Network (ITN), 
funded with support from the European Commission, and running from 2013-2017.Our first PhD fellow on this is 
Reinhard Schweitzer.  
 
 Dr Michael Collyer also coordinates Sussex’s role in the project TEMPER (Temporary versus permanent 
migration) which, with funding from the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme for research, technological 
development and demonstration (FP7), will run from 2014 – 2018.  
 
• Dr Michael Collyer and Prof. JoAnn McGregor along with Sussex colleagues Prof. Clionadh Raleigh and Prof. 
Dominic Kniveton are collaborating on the project ’Migrants on the Margins’, funded  by the Royal Geographical 
Society’s new Field Research Programme. This project, which will run from 2014-2017, focuses on migrants in some of 
the world’s most populated cities. 
 
• Prof. Ben Rogaly led the research team for the project ‘Places for All? A Multimedia Investigation of Citizenship, 
Work and Belonging in a Fast-Changing Provincial City’. Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council, this 
project ran from 2011-2013 and focused on the city of Peterborough. 
 
 
 Recent books 
 
 

Janine Teerling, The “Return” of British-Born Cypriots to Cyprus: A Narrative Ethnography 
(Sussex Academic Press, October 2013) 
 

 
James Hampshire, The Politics of Immigration: 
Contradictions of the Liberal State  
(Wiley, September 2013) 
 

 

 

 
 
Anne-Meike Fechter, Katie Walsh (eds.), The New Expatriates: Postcolonial Approaches 
to Mobile Professionals (Routledge, June 2012) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tony Fielding,  
Migration In Britain: Paradoxes of the Present, 
Prospects for the Future  
(Edward Elgar Publishing, May 2012) 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/135339
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/320441
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/122700
http://www.sussex-academic.com/sa/titles/CulturalSocialStudies/Teerling.htm
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0745638996.html
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0745638996.html
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415503662/
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415503662/
http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?id=14874&sub_values=&site_Bus_Man=&site_dev=&site_eco=&site_env_eco=&site_inn_tech=&site_int_pol=&site_law=&site_pub_soc=
http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?id=14874&sub_values=&site_Bus_Man=&site_dev=&site_eco=&site_env_eco=&site_inn_tech=&site_int_pol=&site_law=&site_pub_soc=
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 The MA in Migration Studies 
 
The interdisciplinary Migration Studies MA is affiliated with the SCMR and focuses on the widespread and 
diverse nature of migration around the world. It provides a comprehensive introduction to the emerging field 
of migration studies, to migration and its consequences for today’s societies. The MA is aimed at those 
involved in or contemplating voluntary or professional work with migrants, refugees or ethnic minorities, as 
well as those wishing to broaden their understanding of key theories and concepts relating to migration. 
Students follow core modules on Managing Migration: Law, Governance and Politics; Migrants and Society: 
Global Transformations; and Research Methods and Professional Skills (Int Dev) in the autumn term. In the 
spring term they choose two from a range of options including Culture and Identity Rights;  Migration, 
Ethnicity and ‘Superdiversity’;  Migration, Inequality and Social Change; Refugees and Development; and 
Trans-nationalism, Diaspora and Migrants’ Lives. In the summer term, they undertake supervised work on a 
dissertation, or a dissertation with a research placement. 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Us: 
 
Sussex Centre for Migration 
Research 
School of Global Studies 
University of Sussex 
Falmer, Brighton BN1 9SJ 
T +44 (0)1273 873394 
E migration@sussex.ac.uk 

Director  
Professor Paul Statham 
Room Arts B362 
T +44 (0)1273 873374 
E Paul.Statham@sussex.ac.uk 

 

Enquiries 
Sharon Krummel 
Room Arts B363 
T +44 (0)1273 873776 
E S.A.Krummel@sussex.ac.uk 

 

Website: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/migration/ 
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