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Abstract  
This paper investigates what constitutes heritage in Hong Kong, focusing specifically on what I 
call the ‘living heritage’ of Graham Street market.  Although street markets are primarily studied 
as sites for the exchange of economic goods and tradable products, they play a crucial role in the 
policies of urban regeneration, heritage, place making, healthy eating, sustainability, 
environmental impact, social and community.  Based on the premise that street hawking and 
street markets are historically part of a wider socio-economic, political, and cultural system, this 
paper will concentrate on the stories of survival, resistance and metamorphosis of the ‘vital living 
past’ of Graham Street Market. This 150 years old market, remarkable example of ‘living heritage’, 
is currently under threat due to neo-liberal logic of redevelopment and gentrification. The paper 
analyzes the role of concerned civil society organisations (such as ‘Savethemarket’) in the battle 
against domicide: the destruction of home which also implies the destruction of memory. The 
analysis of this historical market will shed light on the entanglement between the condition of 
existential vulnerability of the street hawkers and the complex socio-economic and political 
mechanisms which might lead to the annihilation of this ‘living heritage’. It will also demonstrate 
that this historical market has become the testing ground for bottom-up practices of 
democratization. 
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