
Globally, state-legal interventions in surrogacy remain deeply fraught. Research on the legal aspects of

surrogacy has been fixated on its prohibition / regulation. In countries that have banned surrogacy,

selective ideas of motherhood have been invoked which are especially challenged by the practice of

gestational commercial surrogacy. At the same time, States that have chosen to ban commercial

surrogacy in favour of altruistic surrogacy have also valorised selective ideas of women’s reproductive

labour through recourse to the moral language of kinship, family and gift giving. Yet we know little about

the moralistic valuation of states that have regulated/legalized surrogacy in entirety, – and why

legalizing the practice has been considered more suitable than banning it.

 

The workshop will bring together scholars from a wide range of regional and political contexts with

contributions from Russia, S. Korea, US, Germany, India, and Ireland.
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