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 Principles for Hardship Fund Awards 
 

Principle How it informs practice 
Ease of Access Application processes should be accessible to 

all eligible students. 
The simplicity of the process for 
students whilst ensuring the 
confidentiality of the information 
submitted. 

Application processes are as simple and 
streamlined as possible using secure 
document transfer and storage. 

Awards will be made alongside financial 
capability advice and support 

Where appropriate applicants/recipients will 
receive accompanying budgeting advice 

Equality and Parity All awards, within a fund, will be processed 
using same the criteria, priorities and 
assessment formula. We will use the National 
Associate of Student Money Advisors (NASMA) 
Home - NASMA  guidelines that are updated for 
each academic year to make these 
assessments. 

Using the hardship funds to promote 
University policy 

To use funds to promote and support the 
University’s Access and Participation plan 
specifically and other policies that support 
inclusion and diversity generally. 

Support Imminent Risk-meeting 
decisions 

The hardship funds will support Imminent Risks 
meeting outcomes that have agreed a student 
needs additional funding. This might be beyond 
the normal hardship fund regulations. 
This is the one case in which awards may be 
made without a hardship assessment. 
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