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Sources in the Main Library
1.  Colonial Government Records
Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 1695-1772 F 229 Vir

Speakers and Clerks of the Virginia House of Burgesses, 1643-1776 JC 3225 USA (Kuk)

2. Colonial and Revolutionary Leaders

The Papers of William Penn, 5 vols. F 152.2 P3956

The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, 31 vols. E302 Fra

The Writings of Benjamin Franklin, 10 vols. E302 F82

The Papers of William Livingston, 5 vols. E302.L63

3.  Native Americans 

The American Indian and the United States, Wilcomb E. Washburn ed. 4 vols. E93 Ame

Original Records of South Carolina:  Indian Affairs, 1750-1754 E 78 .S6 Sou
4.  Presidents and Early American Politics 

HeinOnline: Presidential, Judicial, and Congressional documents database, from the early Republic to the present. [available through the electronic library; all keyword searchable].

Messages and Documents of the Presidents of the United States, 1835-60, 11 vols. E177 Uni
Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1905, 11 vols. E177 Ric

The State of the Union Messages of the Presidents, 3 vols. E177 Isr

Journal of the Continental Congress, 34 vols. E303

Letters of Members of the Continental Congress, 8 vols. E303

Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789, 26 vols. E303 Let

The Diaries of George Washington, 1748-1799, 4 vols. E312

Papers of George Washington, 39 vols. E312.72

Writings of Washington, 39 vols. E312

Letters of Alexander Hamilton, 27 vols. E302 Ham
Works of Alexander Hamilton, 12 vols. E302 Ham
The Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, 4 vols. E322.A3

Adams Family Correspondence, 6 vols. E322.1 A27

The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 33 vols. E332
The Papers of John Marshall, 12 vols. E302.M365.A2

Papers of James Madison: Secretary of State Series, 12 vols. E302.M20 A2

Papers of James Madison, 17 vols. E342
Writings of James Monroe, 7 vols. E302 Mon

The Diary of John Quincy Adams, 2 vols., E377.A185

The Correspondence of Andrew Jackson, 6 vols E382 JAC

The Papers of Andrew Jackson, 6 vols. E382 JAC

The Diary of James K. Polk, 4 vols. E417
Correspondence of James K. Polk, 7 vols. E337.8.P63

The Papers of Andrew Johnson, 16 vols. E667 Joh 
The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, 28 vols. E672 Gra

5.  U.S. Government Documents
The New American State Papers:  Agriculture, 1791-1861, 19 vols.  HS 12020 USA (Uni)
The New American State Papers:  Commerce and Navigation, 1787-1862, 47 vols.  HS 12020 USA (Uni)

The New American State Papers:  Indian Affairs, 13 vols.  HS 12020 USA (Uni)

The New American State Papers:  Social Policy, 5 vols.  HS 12020 USA (Uni)

The New American State Papers:  Public Finance, 32 vols.  HS 12020 USA (Uni)

Records of the Office of the Secretary of War, Letters Sent, 1800-1861 (microfilm; 43 reels) E 181 Uni

6.  Slavery and Abolitionism
Butler plantation papers: the papers of Pierce Butler (1744-1822) and successors, 1744-1885, 22 reels, F 213 BUT, microfilm reading room
This microfilm publication provides long, detailed runs of documentation concerning the running of the South Carolina and Georgia estates from 1786 to 1885. As a series of plantation records they provide a total overview of the business from the Revolutionary period, through the Civil War, to the 1880's. Records include: Plantation managers' correspondence; Slave Registers, 1775-1815 - with details of name, age and character; Birth and Death lists of slaves, 1800-1834; Purchases and sales of slaves, and notes of punishments, 1780-1804; Crop and livestock reports, 1800-1884; Shipping agents' correspondence and accounts, 1773-1884; Land transactions, 1779-1881
Taken together these sources build up a complete economic picture of slave-holding and the cotton planting business - but they are also rich in insights into the social history of slavery. The correspondence of the plantation managers, in particular, is full of observations concerning life on the plantations both for the slaves and the managers.
This project also makes available the Political Papers of Pierce Butler senior (1744-1822), Signer of the Constitution and founder of the Butler Plantations, including: Letterbooks, 1787-1822 - featuring letters to John Adams, John Quincy Adams, Aaron Burr, Albert Gallatin, Thomas Jefferson, Roswell King, General James Wilkinson and others; Notes on the finances of South Carolina, 1775-1788; Notes on debates, 1787-1803; Congressional Papers on Domestic Debt and the U S Treasury, 1790-1793; Papers on Foreign Affairs, 1791-1799 - including the Treaty with Algiers, 1791 and John Jay's envoy to Britain, 1794; and Papers on the Bank of the United States, 1801-1819.

The American Slave:  A Composite Autobiography, George Rawick ed. 19 vols. E 444 Ame

The American Slave: A Composite Autobiography, Supplement Series, George Rawick ed. 23 vols. E 444 Ame
Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave Trade to America, Elizabeth Donnan, ed., 4 vols. E441 Don

The Frederick Douglass Papers, 5 vols. E449 Dou

The Letters of William Lloyd Garrison, 6 vols. E449 Gar

The Selected Letters of Charles Sumner E414 Sum

7. The Civil War Era
Northern Editorials on Secession, Howard Cecil Perkins, ed. 2 vols. E440 Per
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of Rebellion, 31 vols. E590 Off

The Papers of Daniel Webster, 15 vols. E337.8 W373

The Writings and Speeches of Daniel Webster, 18 vols. E337.8 W24
The Papers of Henry Clay, 10 vols. E337 Cla

The Papers of Jefferson Davis 1808-1865 11 vols. E467.1 D26

The Messages and Papers of Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy, Including the Diplomatic Correspondence, 1861-1865, 2 vols.  E484 Ric
The Papers of John C. Calhoun, 27 vols. E340 Cal
The Salmon P. Chase Papers, 3 vols. E415.6.C48 A2

The War of the Rebellion, 70 vols. E464 War

8.  Westward Expansion
Early western travels, 1748-1846: A series of annotated reprints of some of the best and rarest contemporary volumes of travel. Thwaites Ed. 32 vols. F 592 thw

Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, with related documents, 1783-1854 F 592 Jac
The Journals of Lewis and Clark, De Voto ed. F 592 Lew
9.  Periodicals
African American Newspapers (1827-1998) [available through Electronic Resources]

Massive collection of rare local and regional papers, all keyword searchable.
Early American Newspapers (1801-1900) [available through Electronic Resources]

Massive collection of rare local and regional papers, all keyword searchable.

American Museum, or Universal Magazine 1787-1792 AP 2 Mus
Atlantic Monthly 1857-present AP 2 ATL

Harper’s 1850-present AP 2 Har 
The Knickerbocker, of New York Monthly Magazine 1833-1846 AP 2 Kni

Monthly Anthology and Boston Review 1803-1811 AP 2 Mon

Niles Weekly Register 1814-1837 AP 2 Nil

North American Review 1815-1867 AP 2 Nor (microfilm room)

Putnam’s Magazine 1853-1868 AP 2 Put 
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