AMERICAN HISTORY, 1860-1945 

University of Sussex

Sources in the Main Library

1.  Politics
(a) The Presidency
Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States:
The collected works of Abraham Lincoln, 9 vols. E 457 Lin

Andrew Johnson, 16 vols. E 667 Joh

Ulysses S. Grant, 28 vols. E 672 Gra

Woodrow Wilson, 69 vols. E 767 Wil

William Howard Taft, 1 vol. E 660.T11 A5
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Gubernatorial Papers, New York, 1928-1932 F 124 Roo

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 13 vols. E807 Roo
Message and Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1905, 11 vols. E 177 Ric

State of the Union Messages of the Presidents, 1790-1966, 3 vols. E 177 Uni

Executive Messages and Documents, 1856-1960 E 177

HeinOnline: Presidential, Judicial, and Congressional documents database, from the early Republic to the present. [available through the electronic library; all keyword searchable].

(b) Autobiographies, Correspondence, and Papers of National Political Leaders
Carl Schurz Papers, 1852-1906, 6 vols. E 664 Sch
William Jennings Bryan, The first battle : a story of the campaign of 1896 : together with a collection of his speeches and a biographical sketch by his wife E 710 Bry

Bryan, The memoirs of William Jennings Bryan E 664 Bry

Speeches of William Jennings Bryan 2 vols. E 660 Bry
Letters of Louis Brandeis, 1870-1915, 3 vols. E 664 B819 A4
Elliott Roosevelt, ed., F.D.R.: His Personal Letters, 3 vols. (Dwell, Sloan and Pearce, 1948-50), E807 Roo
Roosevelt and Churchill, Churchill and Roosevelt : the complete correspondence, 3 vols. (Princeton 1984), DA 566.9.C5 A4
(c) Congress

The Congressional Record, chronicle of the debates and votes of the Senate and the House of Representatives, 63rd to 90th Congresses, 1910-1968 (63-67 on microfilm; 76-90 bound) E 180 Con
2.  Foreign Policy

(a) Government Documents

HeinOnline: Presidential, Judicial, and Congressional documents database, from the early Republic to the present. [available through the electronic library; all keyword searchable].

William Howard Taft Papers on the League of Nations JE 2230 Taf

U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Public Affairs Historical Office, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States, E744 USA (1861-1942 on microfilm; 1943-60 in hard copy)

Franklin D. Roosevelt and Foreign Affairs, 17 vols. (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press), E806 Fra

The messages between Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston S. Churchill, 1939-1945, and related materials in the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library (6 reels of microfilm) D 769 Roo
(b) Autobiographies

The Journals of David Lilienthal, 1939-1959, 4 vols.  E 748 Lil
Memoirs of Cordell Hull, 2 vols. E 748 Hul

3.  Civil War

The War of the Rebellion (official records of the Union and Confederate armies):  series 1, 53 vols; series 2, 8 vols; series 3, 5 vols.; series 4, 3 vol. E 464 War 

Official records of the Union and Confederate navies in the war of the rebellion:   series 1, 27 vols.; series 2, 3 vols. E 590 Off
The American nation: a history from original sources by associated scholars v. 19 and 21 E 178 Ame  (civil war years)
The Rebellion Record:  A Diary of American Events, 11 vols. E 468 reb

A Photographic History of the Civil War, 10 vols. E 468 Mil
4.  African Americans

(a) Collected Papers

The Booker T. Washington papers, 14 vols. E 185.97.W274

The Marcus Garvey and Universal Negro Improvement Association papers, 10 vols. E 185.97.G3 Mar
W E B Du Bois, Against racism : unpublished essays, papers, addresses, 1887-1961 E 185.97.D73 A25

Du Bois, An A.B.C. of color : selections from over half a century of the writings of W.E.B. Du Bois E 185 Dub
The Oxford W.E.B. Du Bois reader  E 185.97.D73 A25
African American political thought, 1890-1930 : Washington, Du Bois, Garvey and Randolph / edited by Cary D. Wintz. E 185.61 Afr
Michael Honey, Black workers remember: an oral history of segregation, unionism, and the freedom struggle HR 22452 USA (HON)
(b) Autobiographies and other writings
Marcus Garvey, Marcus Garvey:  Life and Lessons E 185.97.G3 A2

Marcus Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey, or, Africa for the Africans DT 14 Gar
Marcus Garvey, More Philosophy and Opinions DT 14 Gar

Booker T. Washington, My Larger Education, Being Chapters from My Experience E 185.97.W31
BTW, Up From Slavery E 185.97.W38 A3
BTW, The Story of My Life and Work E 185.97 W29 

Du Bois, The autobiography of W.E.B. Du Bois JD 1920 USA (Dub)

The correspondence of W.E.B. Du Bois E 185.97.D73 A4

Ida B. Wells, Crusade for justice : the autobiography of Ida B. Wells  E 185.97.W44

Wells, The Memphis diary of Ida B. Wells E 185.97.W44 A3

Selected works of Ida B. Wells-Barnett E 185.97.W44 A2

Wells, Southern horrors and other writings : the anti-lynching campaign of Ida B. Wells, 1892-1900 E 185.97.W44 A2
Black Women Oral History Project, 10 vols. E 185.86 Bla
5.  Workers and Organized Labor 

American Immigrant Autobiographies (microfilm, 7 reels) E 184. A1 Uni

International Workingmen’s Association Papers, 1868-1877 (Microfilm; 2 reels) HR 24322 USA (Int)

United States Strike Commission, Report of Chicago Strike, 1894, HR 24520 USA (Uni)

Commons Documentary History of American Industrial Society, 1700-1880, 10 vols. HR 20200 USA (Com)

American Federation of Labor, Report of proceedings of the annual convention, 1935-1956 HR 240 Ame

The Samuel Gompers papers, 12 vols. HR 20200 USA (Gom)

Gompers, Seventy Years of Life and Labour:  An Autobiography 2 vols. HR 20200 USA Gom

Papers of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union (microfilm; 60 reels) HR 24332 USA (Sou) [Held in microform reading room; published finding aid available]
The entire history of this influential union can be traced, from its humble beginnings under the auspices of the Socialist Party, through its brief and stormy affiliation with the CIO; from its entry into the AFL up to its merger into another union in the 1960s. 

A unique feature of this collection is the correspondence from sharecroppers to union officials. Notes scrawled on scraps of paper or penciled on the backs of outdated calendars tell of usurious landlords, sick children, and flood conditions.  The collection includes the STFU newspapers, The Sharecropper’s Voice, The STFU News, and The UCAPAWA News (1935-1945), as well as union photographs.

Howard Kester Papers, included in STFU papers 

The Green Rising, 1910-1977:  A Supplement to the Southern Tenant Farmers Union Papers, (microfilm; 17 reels) HR 24322 USA (sou), containing the following collections:
H.L. Mitchell Papers (microfilm; Green Rising)

The private papers, subject files, and printed materials of STFU co-founder H.L. Mitchell include unpublished and out-of-print studies of Mexican-Americans, and his correspondence documents STFU's Socialist Party origins. 

Clyde Johnson Papers (microfilm; Green Rising)

Documented is the life of Clyde Johnson, a dedicated trade unionist who was the last secretary to the Alabama Sharecroppers Union. Featured is an unpublished thesis by Dale Rosen, which documents the facts surrounding the Reeltown Massacre, as well as Johnson's oral history. 

David S. Burgess Papers (microfilm; Green Rising)

Insight into the lives of migrant workers during the 1940s can be gathered through the papers of David Burgess--a minister who saved the homes of 600 families in the Delmo Labor Homes Project of Southeast Missouri. In later years, Burgess was a CIO organizer and head of the Georgia CIO. 

Thomas H. Gibbons Papers (microfilm; Green Rising)

Gibbons' unpublished "Autobiography of a Technocrat" is based on the author's experiences as a migrant worker and his beliefs in radical economic theory. 

Michael Honey, Black workers remember: an oral history of segregation, unionism, and the freedom struggle HR 22452 USA (HON)
Butler plantation papers: the papers of Pierce Butler (1744-1822) and successors, 1744-1885, 22 reels, F 213 BUT, microfilm reading room
This microfilm publication provides long, detailed runs of documentation concerning the running of the South Carolina and Georgia estates from 1786 to 1885. As a series of plantation records they provide a total overview of the business from the Revolutionary period, through the Civil War, to the 1880's. Records include: Plantation managers' correspondence; Slave Registers, 1775-1815 - with details of name, age and character; Birth and Death lists of slaves, 1800-1834; Purchases and sales of slaves, and notes of punishments, 1780-1804; Crop and livestock reports, 1800-1884; Shipping agents' correspondence and accounts, 1773-1884; Land transactions, 1779-1881
Taken together these sources build up a complete economic picture of slave-holding and the cotton planting business - but they are also rich in insights into the social history of slavery. The correspondence of the plantation managers, in particular, is full of observations concerning life on the plantations both for the slaves and the managers.
This project also makes available the Political Papers of Pierce Butler senior (1744-1822), Signer of the Constitution and founder of the Butler Plantations, including: Letterbooks, 1787-1822 - featuring letters to John Adams, John Quincy Adams, Aaron Burr, Albert Gallatin, Thomas Jefferson, Roswell King, General James Wilkinson and others; Notes on the finances of South Carolina, 1775-1788; Notes on debates, 1787-1803; Congressional Papers on Domestic Debt and the U S Treasury, 1790-1793; Papers on Foreign Affairs, 1791-1799 - including the Treaty with Algiers, 1791 and John Jay's envoy to Britain, 1794; and Papers on the Bank of the United States, 1801-1819.

6.  Women 

Margaret Sanger, Woman and the new race  HC 6120 USA (San)
The Selected Papers of Margaret Sanger, 3 vols. HC 6500 San
Black Women Oral History Project, 10 vols. E 185.86 Bla

The selected papers of Jane Addams, 2 vols. 
The Jane Addams Reader, Jean Elshtain ed. HF 2720 USA (JAN)

7.  Miscellaneous
Andrew Carnegie, Autobiography of Andrew Carnegie HR 33120 USA (Car)
Bryan and Darrow at Dayton : the record and documents of the "Bible-evolution trial" edited by L. H. Allen. F 436 All
8.  Newspapers/Periodicals
The Chicago Defender 1905-1975 [available through Electronic Resources]

This is nation’s largest African American daily newspaper. The resource is fully key-word searchable.
The Nation (1865-present) [available through Electronic Resources]

Prominent liberal newsmagazine, keyword searchable.

African American Newspapers (1827-1998) [available through Electronic Resources]

Massive collection of rare local and regional papers, all keyword searchable.
Early American Newspapers (1801-1900) [available through Electronic Resources]

Massive collection of rare local and regional papers, all keyword searchable.
Also:
American Mercury 1924-1933 AP 2 Ame

A magazine of opinion, politics, and culture.
Arena 1889-1903 AP 2 Are

Atlantic Monthly 1857-present AP 2 ATL

Century, Monthly Magazine 1881-1904 AP 2 Cen

Current Opinion 1913-1925 AP 2 Cur

Dial 1913-24 AP 2 Dia

The Forum 1886-1930 AP 2 For

Harper’s 1850-present AP 2 Har 

McClure’s 1893-1915 AP 2 Mac

New Masses 1926-1948 AP 2 New (microfiche, in microfilm reading room)

New Republic 1914-present AP 2 New 

North American Review 1815-1867 AP 2 Nor (microfilm room)

Pagany, A Native Quarterly 1930-1933 AP 2 Pag

Partisan Review 1934-2000 AP 2 Par
Putnam’s Magazine 1853-1868 AP 2 Put 
Seven Arts 1916-1917 AP 2 Sev

Time 1943-1977 AP 2 Tim (some in microfilm room)

Sources in Special Collections

Rosey Pool Collection

Rosey Pool’s papers represented five decades of correspondence and editorial work involving major African American writers, including Langston Hughes and W. E. B. Du Bois. Pool also collected contemporaneous material commemorating African American political and artistic movements. 
Mass-Observation Archive

The archive contains material that reveals how ordinary people in the United Kingdom perceived such issues as the presence of American soldiers in this country during the Second World War, the American war effort in Korea and the impact of 9/11.
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