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Achieving a better understanding of the policies and politics of transitions presents a
main agenda item in the emerging field of sustainability transitions (Markard et al.,
2012). Research contributing towards such an improved understanding can build on
the existing literature on so-called policy mixes for sustainability innovations (Rogge
and Reichardt, 2013) and sustainability transitions (Kivimaa and Kern 2014; Kern
and Howlett 2009). Also within the field of innovation studies, recent research has
become interested in the role of policy mixes (see e.g. Flanagan et al 2011;
Nauwelaers 2009, Magro and Wilson 2013). On the one hand, these studies stress
the need to go beyond a focus on interacting instruments. Instead, analyses also
ought to include the importance of long term targets, the consistency between
targets and the instrument mix, the coherence of policy making over time, as well as
the credibility, stability and comprehensiveness of policy mixes. On the other hand,
the conceptual literature on policy mixes for sustainability transitions calls for the
inclusion of not only elements of “niche creation” but also those targeting “regime
destabilization”. The challenge for policy making thereby is to aid sustainability
niches to gain ground while also destabilizing existing unsustainable regimes. In
addition, the politics behind adopting such policy mixes are key to explaining
sustainability transitions (Meadowcroft 2009, Scrase and Smith 2009).
While there are an increasing number of empirical studies analyzing the interaction
of different policy instruments, only few empirical studies exists which study such
comprehensive policy mixes. Therefore, this call for PhD applications is aimed at
further contributing to this emerging literature on policy mixes for sustainability
transitions, with an focus on energy demand reduction. Conceptually, more needs to
be done with regard to conceptualizing interactions within policy mixes as well as
conceptualizing policy change and politics within policy mixes. Potential empirical
work within the PhD could include, among others, mobility, heat and electricity use,
and could either focus on the UK only (at various governance levels, including local,
national and European) and/or compare the UK with other countries. The research
should address some of the aforementioned gaps in the literature, but the proposal
should define its own more specific research questions, such as:
1. How can the evolution of policy mixes be explained, particularly with regards
to lobbying of regime and niche actors?
2. Which role do firm’s perceptions of the existence of a credible political will
towards radical energy demand reductions play for their strategies?
3. How do inconsistencies in UK policy goals and instrument mixes influence
transitions towards low energy systems?
4. How can UK policy making for low energy transitions become more coherent?
About the Centre on Innovation and Energy Demand (CIED) at SPRU
The PhD is co-funded by CIED which investigates the emergence and diffusion of low
energy innovations throughout the economy and the implications of these
innovations for energy demand and carbon reductions. More precisely, the PhD is
associated to its cross-cutting project on policy mixes. It is part of the Sussex Energy
Group at SPRU – Science Policy Research Unit at the University of Sussex. The PhD
candidate will benefit from the stimulating research environment at SPRU and from
being part of a wider programme of policy-relevant, engaged work within CIED.
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