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�,IVING� �FOR� �TWO� �MONTHS� �IN� �"ANGLADESH� �HAS��BEEN��ONE��OF��THE��MOST��EXCITING��EXPERIENCES��)� �HAVE�
�HAD� �IN� �MY� �PROFESSIONAL� �LIFE�� �)� �ENCOUNTERED� �A� �COUNTRY� �OF� �CONTRASTS�� �ON� �THE� �ONE� �HAND�� �A� �BOOMING�
�ECONOMY� �IS� �VISIBLE� �IN� �THE� �ENDLESS� �AMOUNTS� �OF� �BUILDINGS� �BEING� �ERECTED�� �WITH� �THE� �HIGH
END� �PARTS� �OF�
�$HAKA� �CITY� �çLLED� �WITH� �LUXURY� �CARS� �AND� �A� �GROWING� �MIDDLE� �CLASS�� �/N� �THE� �OTHER� �HAND�� �PEOPLE� �LIVING� �IN�
�EXTREME� �POVERTY� �CONDITIONS� �CO
EXIST� �IN� �TANDEM� �WITHIN� �A� �FEW� �METERS� �AWAY� �FROM� �SUCH� �OPULENCE��
�7OMEN���IN��THE��MIDDLE��OF��IT��ALL���ARE��EXPECTED��TO��CONFORM��TO��A��LOT��OF��SOCIAL��NORMS��THAT��LIMIT��THEM��WHILE��AT�
�THE� �SAME� �TIME� �PLACING� �THEM� �IN� �EXTREMELY��VULNERABLE��SITUATIONS��REGARDING��SAFETY���ECONOMICALLY��AND�
�PHYSICALLY	��

�"2!#�#ENTRE� �&IELDWORK�NEARBY�$HAKA�

�-Y� �PLACEMENT� �WITH� �"2!#� �MOREOVER�� �MADE� �THE� �EXPERIENCE� �EVEN� �MORE� �EXCITING�� �"2!#� �IS�
�REGARDED��AS��ONE��OF��THE��MOST��ICONIC��.'/S��IN��"ANGLADESH��AND��HAS��BEEN��WORKING��ON��DIVERSE��INITIATIVES�
�WITH� �THE� �MISSION� �OF� �BOTH� �ALLEVIATING� �EXTREME� �POVERTY� �AND� �EMPOWERING� �WOMEN�� �4HUS� �)� �WAS� �ABLE� �TO�
�WORK� �SHOULDER� �TO� �SHOULDER� �WITH� �HIGHLY� �MOTIVATED� �STAé� �MEMBERS� �WHO� �)� �NOT� �ONLY� �ADMIRED� �FOR� �THEIR�
�INTELLIGENCE� �AND� �COMMITMENT� �BUT� �FOR��THEIR��DETERMINATION��TO��WORK��EVERY��DAY��WITH��A��CLEAR��INTENTION��TO�
�MAKE��THEIR��COUNTRY��MORE��JUST���.ONETHELESS���A��LOT��OF��THE��CRITIQUE��THAT��WE��AS��-!��STUDENTS��WERE��EXPOSED�
�TO��WHEN��ANALYSING��THE��.'/��SECTOR���ALLOWED��ME��TO��ALSO��SEE��THEIR��WORK��IN��A��CRITICAL��WAY���7ITHIN��SUCH��A�
�CONTEXT�� �MY� �DISSERTATION� �TOPIC� �STARTED� �BEING� �SHAPED�� �FROM� �A� �FEMINIST� �ANALYSIS� �OF� �WOMENÊS�
�EMPOWERMENT� �TO� �UNDERSTANDING� �HOW� �IS��IT� �THAT��.'/S��FAIL� �TO��UTILISE��SUCH��FEMINIST��FRAMEWORKS��IN��THEIR�
�POLICY�DESIGN��

�)� �WAS��THUS��ABLE��TO��TALK��çRST
HAND��WITH��WOMEN��THAT��HAD��BEEN��TRAINED��BY��"2!#���&OR��ME���THIS��HAS�
�BEEN��LIFE
CHANGING���/NE��THING��IS��TO��ÉREADÊ��WHILE��IN��CLASSES��ABOUT��ISSUES��OF��CHILD��MARRIAGE���FOR��EXAMPLE��
�"UT��ANOTHER��THING��IS��TO��ÉHEAR��ITÊ��FROM��A��DESPERATE��MOTHER��TRYING��TO��JUSTIFY��WHY��SHE��DECIDED��TO��MARRY��HER�



�DAUGHTER��TO��ÉSECUREÊ��HER��ECONOMICALLY��BUT��ENDED��UP��INDEBTED��FOR��NOT��BEING��ABLE��TO��PROCURE��THE��DOWRY�
�THE� �HUSBAND� �ASKED� �FROM� �HER�� �)T� �WAS� �HARD�� �PUTTING� �A� �FACE� �AND� �A� �VOICE� �TO� �HUMAN� �SUéERING� �WAS� �A�
�CHALLENGE��FOR��ME���)T� �WAS��HEARTBREAKING��AT��TIMES���"UT��AT��THE��SAME��TIME���IT��ALLOWED��ME��TO��REMIND��MYSELF�
�THAT��THE��WORK��WE��CAN��DO��AS��DEVELOPMENT��PRACTITIONERS��MUST��ALWAYS��HAVE��ÉTHE��PERSONÊ��IN��THE��CENTRE��OF�
�IT�� �4HIS��EXPERIENCE��HAS��NOT��ONLY��REMINDED��ME��WHY��)� �WANT��TO��WORK��IN��THE��DEVELOPMENT��AREA��IN��THE��çRST�
�PLACE�� �BUT� �HAS� �ALSO� �HELPED� �ME� �TO� �NARROW� �MY� �INTEREST� �IN� �COLLABORATING� �WITH� �PROGRAMMES� �THAT� �WORK�
�PARTICULARLY� �IN� �WOMENÊS� �EDUCATION� �PROGRAMMES�� �4HE� �WOMEN� �)� �SPOKE� �TO� �WERE� �ALL� �COURAGEOUS��
�EMPOWERED�AND�HOPEFUL��)�WOULD�LIKE�TO�BE�A�PART�OF�THAT�CONVERSATION�IN�MY�FUTURE�CAREER�PLANS��

�!NDREW� �0ICKUPÊS� �"URSARY� �WAS� �FOR� �SURE� �AN� �IMPORTANT� �ELEMENT��OF��MY��EXPERIENCE���!S��)� �MOVED�
�TWO� �MONTHS� �TO��"ANGLADESH��ALONG��WITH��MY��WIFE���THE��PRIZE��ALLOWED��ME��TO��PAY��FOR�����MONTH��OF��RENT��IN��A�
�SMALL� �ROOM� �NEARBY� �"2!#ÊS� �OêCE�� �4HIS� �WAS� �AN� �IMPORTANT� �ELEMENT� �OF� �MY� �STAY�� �çRST� �BECAUSE� �IT� �WAS�
�WITHIN��WALKING��DISTANCE��FROM��MY��WORKING��SPACE���AND��SECOND���BECAUSE��IT��ALLOWED��MY��WIFE��TO��NAVIGATE�
�HER��WAY��THROUGH��$HAKA��THROUGH��NEARBY��PLACES��WHERE��SHE��FELT��VERY��SAFE���3HE��ALSO��TOOK��ADVANTAGE��OF�
�HER��TIME��BY��DOING��ONE��OF��THE��THINGS��SHE��LOVES��MOST���TAKING��PORTRAIT��PICTURES���SOME��SHOWN��ABOVE	��WHILE�
�SHE��ACCOMPANIED��ME��AS��A��RESEARCH��ASSISTANT���4HIS��EXPERIENCE��WILL� �BE���FOR��BOTH��OF��US���AN��EXPERIENCE�
�THAT��HAS��MADE��US��MORE��HUMAN���MORE��SENSIBLE��AND��MORE��PREPARED��TO��FACE��PROFESSIONAL��CHALLENGES��IN�
�THE�DEVELOPMENT�SPHERE�IN�THE�FUTURE��
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