510X8 Action Research

15 credits

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
‘Action research’ is an approach that intends not just to study a social situation but also to
change it. It involves participatory and collaborative methods and problematizes the role of the
researcher as well as the practices of other participants. This module is aimed at all those
interested in participatory and reflexive approaches to research as well as to those whose
project is more clearly action researcher. The module will be student-focused and participatory
and will offer opportunities for student presentations. Readings may also be differentiated
according to the background and interests of participants. As action research is not a method
as such it will adopt a reflective approach rather than provide tips for new researchers.
Throughout the module, students will be asked to keep a reflective journal of their learning
about research, which will form the basis for assessment and will feed into discussion.
Students will also be given an opportunity to make a short presentation.
INTENDED OUTCOMES FOR THE MODULE:




Develop understanding of practical, political and theoretical issues posed by
participatory research and action-orientated in a variety of settings.
Develop a theoretical position towards action-oriented and participatory research
Gain competence in planning and evaluating participatory and action research
projects.

PROGRAMME OF STUDY
The module takes place over six two hour sessions. The first will introduce the module and
set in motion the reflective journal which will run through the term. It will also establish the
nature of the participants’ interest in the module which will be used to plan the remaining
sessions later in the term. . Elements likely to be addressed are:








the tension between participant and researcher practices and how this impacts on the
micro politics of the research setting;
planning and carrying out participatory research methods;
the practicalities of planning and structuring a project using both cyclical and linear
approaches
the nature of reflection and reflexivity and how they are produced in action research
the methodological implications of different theoretical stances for example critical
theory and post-structuralism.
frameworks for evaluating action research
the extent to which claims made by participatory and action research enthusiasts can
be justified.

ASSESSMENT:
A commentary on a reflective journal of learning about research with examples from the journal
(equivalent to 4000 words overall).
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