Writing a research proposal
· Which proposal?
· Does not need to be fully thought-through – but needs to show that some thinking and ‘sunk costs’ have gone into it.

· BUT - Different sorts of proposal are required depending on whether applying for a Sussex course or for competitive funded scholarships such as ESRC.

· Working title
· Locates the subject of the inquiry at glance.

· Main title: expansion – eg Power to the People: the political economy of electricity production in Central Asia
· Or single: UK immigration policy in the 21st Century and its effect on public services
· Rationale/Introduction and Thesis Statement
· Focus: Add detail about the topic of inquiry. Frame it as a problem.

· Context: What the outside reader would need to know in order to make sense of the puzzle.
· Importance of the study to: policy, practice, the academy, the world, you, why now?
· Potential non-academic collaborators.
· Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
· Research that is being done: in this area, in related areas, connected to the interests/experience of supervisor/research centre/department.
· Be critical and theoretically aware – explain which theoretical approach you will use.
· How will your research make an original and significant contribution to knowledge in the field?
· Research questions
· Two or three main questions.
· One overarching research question with a number of sub-questions.
· Research design and methods
· Justify what methods you will use.
· How will you structure the different stages of your research?

· How will you analyse your data?

· How does this fit your theoretical approach?

· How practical is your project?

· What ethical issues does it raise?
· Presentation
· Keep it short and concise.
· Use sub-headings to break up the text.
· Possible structure I: Rationale; Literature review; Research questions; Research design and methodology; Ethical considerations; Bibliography.
· Possible structure II: Introduction; Thesis statement; Literature review; Theoretical framework; Methodology; Ethical considerations; Bibliography.
