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Traditional development: the silos
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Reality check: we need to break the silos 
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Research Questions
! How and to what extent do professionals across the globe 
understand, operationalise and practise notions of integrated 
sustainability?

! Have the SDGs played a role in informing their perceptions, 
priorities, and practices?
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Outline
! Methodology

! Operationalisation: independent and dependent variables

! Next steps and possible findings
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Method: online survey
! Inferential population: experts and professionals across the globe

! Sampling frame: ‘snowball’ sample of experts and professionals (300+):

◦ networks (UN Major groups)

◦ personal contacts at various IOs, NGOs etc.

◦ social media
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Independent variables
! Factual information:

◦ Professional affiliation
◦ Seniority
◦ Geographical location
◦ Familiarity with the SDGs

! Sustainability affiliation/priorities:
◦ Which of the three pillars?
◦ Which (SDG) sustainability themes?

! SDGs

7



Examples
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Dependent variables: perceptions 

! Scope: what is integrated sustainability (IS)?

! Objectives: how should IS be pursued?

! Process: what is my role in IS?

! Evidence: what do I do to pursue IS?

! SDGs: do they play a role in any of these?
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Examples
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Dissemination
! 393 respondents (as of July 9)
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Some (very!) preliminary findings
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Economic growth, social welfare and environmental 
protection are all equally important.



Promoting environmental protection even at 
the cost of…?
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And the SDGs?
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The SDGs incentivise my organisation to promote 
environmental protection.

The SDGs help my organisation understand how economic 
growth, social welfare and environmental protection are 
interdependent.



What next?
! Further data analysis: clustering

! Findings (hopefully!)
! Which factors influence perceptions on IS?

! Are environmental actors more or less open to IS than social and economic 
ones?

! Do the SDGs play a role (dependent or independent)?
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Thank you!
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