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Presentation outline
1. Introduction

2. Definition and use of key terms: 

• vulnerability

• resilience

• equality and equity

3. Manifestation of the international agreements at 

national and local levels

4. Convergences

5. Reducing inequalities towards sustainable equitable 

development
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• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR → UNDRR)

• Sustainable Development Goals (UNGA)

• The Paris Agreement (UNFCCC)

Parallel international agreements
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Source: UNFCCC (2017)



Sendai Framework 
UNISDR (UNDRR)

2030 Agenda
UN GA

Paris Agreement
UNFCCC

Vulnerable
Vulnerability

• vulnerability: 
conditions 
determined by 
factors & processes

• vulnerable people: 
the poor & the 
poorest

• vulnerable 
countries: impacted 
by climate change

Resilience • an outcome
• target = ability to 

resist, absorb, 
accommodate to and 
recover from hazards

• quality to be 
strengthened/ built

• tool to help people 
cope with shocks 
and stresses

• a characteristic to 
be built / 
strengthened

• process in response 
to climate change

Equality • used only once, 
inequality as a driver 
of disaster risk

• gender equality
• global inequalities

• used only once, in 
reference to gender

Equity • used only once, 
gender

• focus on access and 
benefit-sharing

• differentiated 
responsibilities

• sustainable 
development and 
poverty eradication

Parallel definitions and uses

Own text analysis & from Gupta and Vegelin 2016, Peters et al. (2016)
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Source: Leitner et al. (2018)



Although the use of a similar term among all three 
fields appears to build coherence and a common 
vision, it actually masks the potential for conflict 
among the fields and the need for further conversations 
on our true goals. …

An ambiguous, general concept of resilience therefore 
may be beneficial in garnering high level political 
support, but during implementation it fails to guide 
practitioners and decision-makers. … [and they] 
continue to implement their own understandings of the 
term.
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Common terms… ?

Siders (2016:2, 19)
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Source: Jafino et al. (2021)



SD - CCA CCA - DR DR - SD

• Ethiopia, Afar  
(Jafino, 
Hallegatte, and 
Rozenberg
2021; Magnan
et al. 2016)  

• South Pacific 
(Tuvalu etc.)
(Barnett and 
O’Neill 2012)

• Bangladesh (Islam, Chu, and 
Smart 2020)

• Chile, Araucanía (Banwell et 
al. 2020)

• Cook Islands, Rarotonga 
(Mannakkara 2021)

• Papua New Guinea (Mercer 
2010)

• Ecuador, Esmeraldas 
(Waldmüller, Jamali, and 
Nogales 2019)

• Indus Basin (Pakistan & 
Afghanistan) (Zia and Wagner 
2015)

• Mexico (Moure et al. 2021)
• Pakistan, Balochistan

(Waldmüller, Jamali, and 
Nogales 2019)

• Sri Lanka (Fincucane et al. 
2020)

• Vietnam (Eriksen et al. 2021)

• Vanuatu (Hallwright and 
Handmer 2021)

• Sri Lanka (Saja, Sahid, and 
Sutharshanan 2020)
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https://klimalog.die-gdi.de/ndc-sdg/
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What has got left behind?

original logo and icons from 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
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