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Civic Science and the transition to sustainability
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Civic Science: the ‘Paraecologist Model’

• ‘parabiologist / paraecologist model’ built around 
research process identifies and engages with local 
‘champions’ who play crucial roles in change 
processes.

• Generates significant social and economic benefits 
to the local community. 
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Tesoro Escondido Reserve www.tesororeserve.org

Al Jazeera Feb 2020

Tesoro Escondido, Ecuador (Choco Biodiversity Hotspot)

http://www.tesororeserve.org/
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/specialseries/2020/02/women-science-ecuador-hidden-treasure-200218092521192.html?fbclid=IwAR2XS33eqKDhw9uWyLKlsFSmgH65_o0_UFX45tli5KjMUZrezFpyAH0mqoU&utm_source=Synchronicity+Earth&utm_campaign=47adc63bd0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_18_11_44&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a4fa8158ca-47adc63bd0-220007889






Understanding & enhancing health in the vulnerable 
rainforests of PNG: Logging roads mean health…



Marine Paraecologists? Coral reef and 
sustainable fisheries
Integrating anthropological methods and innovative research tools for 
community-based coral reef and fisheries conservation in West Papua, 
Indonesia (2020 – 2021)

Sustainability Hub 
West Papua



Paraecologists: science and social change
• Help researchers access geographical areas, 

research topics or gain access to marginalised 
groups

• Incorporate local knowledges and scientific 
approaches

• Coproduction of solutions

• Empower Transition



Key Points

1. Paraecologist model (Conservation) - Multiple SDG goals 
attained through co-development of solutions

2. Empowerment of marginalised communities

3. Effective SDG synergies for rainforest communities and 
conservation organisations through health

4. Long term financial and training support of ‘Sustainability 
hubs’/ ‘Observatories’/’Ecological Health Centres’ needed 
to prove and disseminate alternative development 
approaches and hold governments to account


