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FINAL GRADE

74/100

Keyword Essay: Cultural Capital and Clueless
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Candidate no. 

Clueless is a fantastic object choice, which helps
you explore the nuance of Bourdieu’s argument.
There are some wonderful moments of analysis
in this essay. Especially strong and pertinent
was your analysis of Cher’s ability to argue for
an increase to her grades. Some great attention
to the detail of both the theory and the film.

You could have perhaps pushed your argument
further by refining your thesis. You accurately
point out that Clueless is different from Bourdieu
because by its end it moralizes the issue of
cultural capital, suggesting that we would be
better off deciding to relinquish it. You could
have teased out the implications of this, making
it a central part of your thesis. Is this a limitation
to the theory or a limitation of the film?
Is Clueless ideological, in its suggestion that we
might relinquish capital so easily? We might also
question whether Cher’s interest in educating
Tai is realistic, in light of the ways in which
cultural capital separates people without
them realising that this is happening (think
‘Whites Flock Together’).

Nevertheless, this is a thoughtful, well-crafted
essay which was a pleasure to read. Well done. 

Structure and focus  72

Argument and expression 72

Range of knowledge 78

Final mark 74

minor notes  



QM

·       Footnotes after punctuation 

·       Try not to end sentences on a
preposition 

·       You often use ‘arguably’ to soften
your claims. In most cases, it is better to
state your claim firmly and then your
reader can decide for themselves whether
or not they are convinced (I was
convinced!). 
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Comment 1

people's? missing referent 

Comment 2

great summary 

Awk.
Awkward:
The expression or construction is cumbersome or difficult to read. Consider rewriting.

Comment 3

focus on the link between these sentences. You could use this space to present a thesis
about the film and its relationship to the theory.

Comment 4

no need for the uncertainty here. go for the argument that it does, and see whether you can
convince your reader (they can always disagree)!

Comment 5

it is so interesting to think about the way that the term clueless is used in this film, and what
it means in relation to Bourdieu's terms for capital 

Comment 6

could push with a close reading. there are some really funny moments from the film which
would support the connection you are making here. 








