HAHP Criteria for Assessment for MA Courses

Grading

The descriptions set out below are not intended to be exhaustive.  They are meant as a general guidance to the qualities that examiners look for, and to what kinds of weakness may incline them to give a lower mark.
	80-100
	A mark in this range is indicative of outstanding work. Work of exceptional quality, based on a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the topic.  Such work will usually embody analysis of clear originality capable of contributing to the understanding the subject treated.  Well argued, well organised, and well documented.  In principle, publishable.

	70-79
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an excellent standard for a postgraduate level Work of excellent quality, based on a thorough understanding of the topic, characteristically analysing its propositions with sufficient originality to challenge received ideas.

	60-69
	A mark in this range is indicative of that the work is of a good to very good standard at postgraduate level. Degrees of work at a high level of competence, displaying substantial knowledge and understanding of the topic, organised in a clear structure of argument.

	50-59 
	(PASS) A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an acceptable to satisfactory standard at postgraduate level. Degrees of work that displays adequate knowledge and understanding of the topic.  There may be room for significant improvement in clarity of the structure or argument, or in appropriateness of expression.  Work at this level may display some oversimplification; some expected points may be missing; some irrelevant material may have been included. 

	30-49
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is below, but at the upper end is approaching, the standard required for a pass mark at postgraduate level. Work that shows some knowledge, but with weaknesses, such as misunderstanding or lack of thoroughness.  Important information or segments in the argument may be lacking.  The argument may be insufficiently sophisticated.

	0-29

	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is far below the standard required for a pass mark at postgraduate level.  Work that is seriously flawed, displaying a lack of research, irrelevance, incoherence or a grave misunderstanding of the topic; short, unacceptable work. The lowest mark is reserved for unsubmitted assessments.


The class of an award shall be as follows:

	Postgraduate Division (Masters & PGDip/ 

PGCert entry awards) 
	Less than 
	Greater than or equal to 

	Distinction 
	Not applicable 
	70% threshold plus 50% of credit at 70 or above 

	Merit 
	70% 
	60% threshold plus 50% of credit at 60 or above 

	Pass 
	60% 
	50% 


NB: The Academic Regulations 2012/13 will be implemented during the 2012/13 academic session on the basis of no detriment at the level of the degree awarded. For example the 50% pass mark for level 7 modules (Masters and stage 4 integrated Masters) will apply to all new students with credit awarded at 40% for continuing students. The pass mark will be 50% for all students with no continuing student having credit withheld at 40-49% (and above) to allow your degree to be awarded without detriment with an overall mean of 40% or above. In many cases continuing postgraduate students will benefit from the changes made to thresholds for Merit and Distinction, which have been lowered to 60% and 70% respectively.
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