
Essential Research Skills

LIBRARY

MAH General Session



Learning outcomes

By the end of the session, you will be able to:

1. Find relevant high-quality information for your work

2. Use advanced literature searching techniques to 

analyse citations and improve your results

3. Strategically organise and store information



Further Support
Starting your research



General Topic

Interested in how identity is

represented on social media 

platforms.



General Topic

Interested in how identity is 

represented on social media 

platforms.



Why Library Search?

Is an academic search engine the 

same as Google?

How might it be different?



Control

QualityRelevance

Why Library Search?



Search strategy 



Further Support

Reading lists / 

background reading



Starting with your reading list

Identify key journals; articles; books and authors



Accessing eBooks on your reading list

Demo



Accessing eBooks on your reading list



You can search relevant journals directly



Try browsing the issues of a relevant journal…



…or searching within the journal

Broad, general searches work well here



Further Support
Citation searching



Citation searching Finding relevant research in a field or subject by looking 

at what an article has referenced and who has cited it. 

2005

1990 article
2000 article

2002 article

2018 article 2010 article

Citation searching



Citations in Library Search





Look at articles and 

books citing the 

research and 

related research

Look at a relevant 

article you have 

already, and check 

the abstract and 

keywords for search 

terms

Look at the 

references used by 

the book or article



Keep a note of useful keywords

Remember to keep a note of 

useful keywords as you read. 

This will help when developing 

your search strategy



Further Support
Scoping search



General Topic

Interested in how identity is 

represented on social media 

platforms.



Our initial keyword search

How many results do we get? 

Do they look relevant?

identity  representation  social media







Further Support

Search commands: 

narrowing



On Library Search, type in the following:

social media

note how many results you get 



Now try adding double quote marks:

“social media”

Have the number of results 

increased or decreased? 

Why?



Using Library Search

identity             representation           “social media”

What happens when we enter our key terms 

into the Library Search searchbar?



Using Library Search

identity   AND representation  AND  “social media”

What happens when we enter our key terms 

into the Library Search searchbar?

If you leave a space, then Library Search 

automatically searches for terms together using AND



Let’s play…

human boolean



Boolean “connector” AND 

narrows your search and finds 

results that contain all your 

keywords.



Further Support

Search commands: 

broadening



To broaden your search again 

use     to search for

variations of a word

*  

Truncation operator



represent*

represented

representation

Root spelling of the word: 

The first letters of the word common to all 



Improving your search

Using the asterisk will start to broaden out your search 

results e.g., represent* finds represent, representation, etc.

identity AND represent* AND “social media”



Did my search find the below result?



Alternative

keywords

Next think about 

related terms, 

synonyms



Articulate!



SOCIAL MEDIA



Think about similar words... 

Represented

constructed

depiction

Representation

self-presentation

Minority communities

minority 

perspectives 

minorities 

marginalised

Social media

twitter

social networks

Online community

Echo chamber



Keep a note of useful keywords

Remember to keep a note of 

useful keywords as you read. 

This will help when developing 

your search strategy



Further Support

Building a search 

strategy



Refining your question

Interested in how identity is 

represented on social media 

platforms.



Refining your question

To what extent does the use of 

social media by minority 

communities in the United States 
inform self-representation?



Expanding our search keywords for 

each part of our question

When identify keywords for your search remember to think about 

Variations; Related terms and Antonyms

Break-down Search strategy

Concept 1 "social media" "social network" twitter "new media" "digital media"

AND

Concept 2 "minority community" "minority perspectives" minorit* marginalis*

AND

Concept 3 self-representation represent* identit* self-presentation

AND

Concept 4 "united states“ U.S. “north america” USA



The problem…

Now we know what the 

AND operator does, what 

problem do we face when 

searching with our new 

synonym keywords?

How might this be overcome?



Boolean “connector” OR 

broadens your search and 

retrieves results that contain 

any or all of your keywords.



Further Support
Using Advanced Search



Using Advanced Search



Search for each part of your question on a separate line

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3

Concept 4



Search for each part of your question on a separate line 

and use OR to search for synonyms and related terms 

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3

Concept 4



Our new set of results…



Our new set of results…



Narrow your search down by searching 

in specific fields



Finding journal articles using our search 

strategy

Using your phone or laptop:

- Enter a key word/phrase on 

2 separate lines of Advanced Search

- Add some alternate terms for 

your 2 keywords using OR

- Try out your search!

- Save one of your results to your

library account using the pin 



Example Advanced Search Strategy

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 1



Search strategy 



Further Support

Introductory/

background research



Using different Item Types

• Think about the item types you want to find

• Books will provide overviews of topics and 

theories

• Journal Articles will provide more of a focus 

on specific issues within the discipline

• The broader scope of books means they 

are an ideal place to begin your research



Finding introductions/overviews



Further Support
Search filters



Use the filter options to narrow your search



Other useful filter options



Remember to lock filters



Further Support

Signing in & 

saving results



Sign-in for full access and to save results



Save results using the pin to your library account



Add Labels to organise results



Further Support
Subject Guides



Finding Your Subject Guide



Further Support
Further Support



Additional Library Support





https://guides.lib.sussex.ac.uk/search_skills

https://guides.lib.sussex.ac.uk/search_skills


library@sussex.ac.uk

sussex.ac.uk/skillshub



Narrow you search down by searching in 

specific fields
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