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As the photograph suggests, we live in a world of signs, and a 'world of nations' (Billig 1995). My PhD 

examines the Union Jack's roles in popular music within socio-political contexts to map changing 

attitudes to national identity. The thesis travels from colonial India to postcolonial Britain, analysing 

Swinging London, punk, Cool Britannia, Britpop, hip-hop and responses to Brexit, Grenfell and Wind rush. 

Union Jacks are part of the iconography of pop music: whether slashed by punks or proudly displayed by 

the Spice Girls to reproduce the nation in what I call 'pop nationalism'. Musicians such as Stormzy and 

Asian Dub Foundation have used the flag to challenge nationalism, racism and histories of empire. The 

Who incorporated Union Jacks and British road signs into their pop-art clothing, as represented here. 

The trees acknowledge the material culture history of recorded music formats, with shellac primarily 

derived from tree sap extracted in India. 
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