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What are we investigating in this
module?¢

The intertwining of geographic movement of religions and the migrant bodies that carry them in
both national and transnational contexts. The course is organised in three parts:

- The opening lectures question the secular/religious binary and ask what lived experiences of
migration can tell us about religions. This opens up way of thinking how religions ‘speak back’ to
knowledge produced by the social sciences anchored in a European fradition.

- Part two of the course focuses on the kinds of journeys undertaken - whether they are voluntary
such as pilgrimages, or forced where the mobilisation of religious identities in projects of sectarianism
can be a key trigger for mass displacement

- The final leg of the course takes in migrant centred perspectives. It explores issues around the
securitisation of Muslims, faith-based activism as a response to exclusionary border practices of
nation-states, and the implications for religious identities as gendered roles are transformed and re-
negotiated through migration.




What are we
iInvestigating in
this module?

Here are some key questions:

- How do migrants adapt their
religious traditions in their host
societies?

- What space is there for
religious plurality given states
have long sought to foster
religious homogeneity to unite
their citizenrye

- How do religious identity
markers overlap with those of
race, ethnicity, national origin,
gender, and sexuality in the
context of power hierarchies
and relations of inequality
prevalent in host societies?




Learning
outcomes

Students will be able to:

- Summarise and explain key
concepts while acknowledging that
terms like “religion” and “sacred
space” have histories and contain
biases.

- understand and distinguish
between different spatial
approaches to the study of religion
to better imagine the life of religious
actors on the full range of
geographical scales, from the local
to the global.

- analyse and critically evaluate
contemporary struggles and
contestations over the role of religion
in migratory processes.

- articulate how religious traditions
and spaces are used in public
debate to address issues of
immigration and refugee
movements.

- describe the religious dynamics of
migration experiences




Assessment and
course organisation

The course is organised over
ten 3-hour workshops. The
workshops will comprise of a
lecture component and a
seminar where discussion will
be guided by the required
readings for the week.

The assessment has two
components:

- Three (600 words) reaction
memos in response o
assigned readings. Students
can choose three from eight
reaction memos they
complete over the duration
of the course. 40% weighting.

- Final essay (3000 words). 60%
weighting.
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