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| DR. PHIL. MARTIN BITTNER |

 … share your thoughts, ideas and critique 
on the project; How does it resonate with 
you and how could the approach be 
transferred into a larger research project?

 … give some spontaneous insights and 
responds of how the education system is 
governed during covid-19 in the UK.

 … discuss with us, whether it would be 
worth thinking of this research project in an 
intercultural or cross-cultural comparative 
perspective?

Please, 
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AGENDA
1. Insights into current situation
2. Research Question
3. Methodological Approach
4. First Analysis
5. Discussion
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2020
 January 27th:  first Covid-19 patient detected 
 February 26th: district of Heinsberg closes schools and kindergarten
 February 27th: the RKI (Robert Koch Institute; Public Health Institute) 

rates the risk of Covid-19 for Germany between low and moderate
 February 28th: most federal states suggest the evaluation of risks 

concerning school trips in particular outside Germany
 March 13th: Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 

Cultural Affairs of the federal states (Länder) in the Federal Republic of 
Germany debating leads to a step-by-step lockdown of the educational 
system (primary, secondary and vocational schools) and reduced social 
service (i.e. Kindergarten) from March 16th onwards 

2021
 …hard lockdown until February 14th

Chronicle of events 
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Current situation of 
Covid-19 in Germany
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REGULATIONS and RESTRICTIONS OF
PUBLIC LIFE

DATA

MEASUREMENTS
/ARITHMETHICS
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 From policing the crisis to the 
politics of crisis (what)

 Ruling, governing and reigning 
educational institutions (who)

 Institutionalized practices of 
teaching and the core purpose 
of schooling for the 
society/national state (where)

 Relations/Expectations 
between school/teachers and 
family/parents (how)

 Understanding of 
subject/children (why)

Research Perspective 
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Discourse 
analysis
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Focusing on the  differing 
accounts how words circulate 
(Rancière and Panagia 2000, 
114f.) 

“It is this function (of the 
statement) that we must now 
describe as such, that is, in its 
actual practice, its condition, the 
rules that govern it, and the field 
in which it operates” (Foucault 
2002, 98). 
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ARCHIVE 
 Start: February 27th 2020
 End: February 14th 2021
Includes:
 letters/writings, 

edicts/decrees, 
enactments, suggestions, 
visualisations, translations
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DATA
Germany is divided into 
Sixteen Federal States, Federal 
Law ensures the right for 
education, which in all states is 
linked to a compulsory school 
attendance. 

In sum approx. 1.400 [29th

January 2021] distributed by 
each federal ministry of culture. 
In between 40 and 120 
documents per federal state.
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 form of the legal document, 
differentiation between: 
letters/writings, 
edicts/regulations, 
notifications, 
recommendations, 
graphics/schemes

 by the range of target groups 
or addressees of legal 
documents: school 
management/principals, 
teachers, parents/legal 
guardians, pupils

Classification
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 Formation of concepts (archaeology) and authorship 
(genealogy)

 The ‚precarious child‘ 
Children have to be protected from the virus; Sacrifice of every-
day routines and peer groups

Ritual of circumstances: emotional classification (fear; anger, 
anxiety, worry; excitement & frustration).

First Insights into our Analysis
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 Education for parenting
Repeatedly highlighting the obligation to care for their own 
children and their emotional wellbeing. 

Function of the comment (silently articulation that goes beyond 
saying): a.) learning without school is not forbidden; b.) although 
parents are no assistant teachers, parents are as usually
summoned to support and accompany childrens learning 

First Insights into our Analysis
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• Stabilization of the educational institution 
a) compulsory school attendance by classroom-training and 
face-to-face teaching in the lieu of the school has high priority 
b) children at risk for their vulnerable family, home-schooling is 
not seen as an equal replacement of schooling

Formation of strategies: maintenance of the function/purpose of 
the educational institution (social integration and education). 

• Overflowing of Gratitude
Expression of gratitude to parents, teachers, schoolmasters and 
children. The author arrogates a particular right of expressing 
gratitude.
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First Insights into our Analysis
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Discussion
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 … share your thoughts, ideas and critique 
on the project; How does it resonate with 
you and how could the approach be 
transferred into a larger research project?

 … give some spontaneous insights and 
responds of how the education system is 
governed during covid-19 in the UK.

 … discuss with us, whether it would be 
worth thinking of this research project in an 
intercultural or cross-cultural comparative 
perspective?
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