[image: image1.jpg]usS

University of Sussex
Fducation & Social Work





ESW Open Seminar Series
CIRCY

Monday 23rd February, 5pm
Room 104, Fulton


Speaker 
Jo Moran-Ellis, Professor of Sociology + Head of the Department 
of Sociology, University of Sussex, presents:
Scoping the scale of children’s agency and social actorship

____________________________________

Agency has long been something of a 'black box' in sociology and this 
is no less true in childhood studies. Recent work has sought to tackle 
the problem through opening up the black box to examine - not only 
what the concept (aims to) capture in material terms - but also what implications it carries for understanding the nature of being human. 

In this seminar, Professor Moran-Ellis will combine the challenge 
of thinking about agency in early childhood - with all the ontological implications that carries with it - with the challenge of incorporating 
a perspective that can account for the material networks in which 
children are located and out of which particular forms of childhood 
arise. She will approach the latter by drawing on actor network theory 
to examine the relationship between being a baby or infant, being agentic, and the resources available that accomplish different forms of this relationship in different social settings. 

In this way, she will introduce notions of scope and scale on the 
question of social actorship.
____________________________________

This seminar can be joined remotely by logging on to: 
https://connectpro.sussex.ac.uk/circy_ellis23feb15

A recording of this event will be available to view retrospectively 
at: www.sussex.ac.uk/education/seminars

