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ST A CAMASIRT GG OifeT (Dye Yielding Plants of India) :

Sl Botanical name & Family Parts used Colouring Use & colour with mordant
No. components
Acacia catechu Willd. var. sundra Wood Catechin, Catechin Dyeing cotton, silk and incalico
Train (Mimosaceae) red printing (Reddish brown)

Acacia nilotica (L.) Delile Bark & Pods Catechin Dyeing textiles, (Light yellow) Alum,
(Mimosaceae) (Yellowish brown) Copper sulphate,
(Dark gray) Ferric sulphate, Calico
printing (Reddish brown)

Adhatoda vasica Nees Leaves 2-pyridyl methyl Alum (Yellow), Copper sulphate
(Acanthaceae) amine (Light yellow), Ferrous sulphate
(Gray)

Aegle marmelos Correa ex Roxb. Rind of the fruit Marmalosin In calico printing (Reddish)
(Rutaceae)
Anacardium occidentale L. Pericarp Phenolic constituents Tan or colour fishing nets. Indelible
(Anacardiaceae) marking ink (Light red)

Annona reticulate L. Fruit, shoots Catechin Dyeing textiles (Bluish black)
(Annonaceae)

Bauhinia purpurea L. Bark Chalcone, Butein For dyeing & tanning (Purple
(Caesalpiniaceae) colour)

Bixa orellana L. Pulp (aril) Bixin, Orellin, Methyl Colouring silk & cotton (Orange
(Bixaceae) surrounding Bixin, Beta-carotene, yellow)
the seeds Cryptoxanthine

Butea monosperma (Lam.) Kuntze Dried flowers Butin, Butein, Butrin, Colouring sarees (Brilliant yellow
(Fabaceae) Isobutrin, Palasitrin, dye)
Coreopsin

Caesalpinia sappan L. Wood & Pods Brazilin, Sappan red Used with alum to yield black colour
(Caesalpiniaceae) (Red dye)




Carthamus tinctorius L.
(Asteraceae)

Flowers

Carthamin (Scarlet
red), Carthamon

Dyeing wool, silk and food (Red &
Yellow)

Cassia fistula L.
(Caesalpiniaceae)

Bark &
Sapwood

Leuco anthocynidins

(Red)

Cassia tora L.
(Caesalpiniaceae)

Seeds

Rubrofusarin

Dyeing & tanning (Blue)

Casuarina equisetifolia Forst.
(Casuarinaceae)

Bark

Casuarin

As mordant (Light reddish)

Commelina benghalensis L.
(Commelinaceae)

Juice of the
flower

Pigment for painting on
transparencies (Blue)

Curcuma longa L.
(Zingiberaceae)

Rhizome

Curcuminoids,
Curcumin

Dyeing

Dipterocarpus spp.
(Dipterocarpaceae)

Bark

Oleanolic acid

(Light brown) Alum, (Brown)
copper sulphate, (Grey) Ferrous
sulphate

(Caesalpiniaceae)

Haematoxylon campechianum L.

Heartwood

Haematoxylin

Manufacturing of ink & dyeing
woolen & silk goods

Indigofera tinctoria L.
(Fabaceae)

Green crop

Indigotin

Dyeing clothes (Blue)

Isatis tinctoria L.
(Brassicaceae)

Leaves

Indican

Deep black, Dark blue

Lawsoni aalba L.
(Lythraceae)

Leaves

Lawsone

Dyeing clothes, staining fingers,
hands & dyeing hairs (Brown)

Madhuca indica J.F. Gmel.
(Sapotaceae)

Bark

Quercetin, Dihydro
quercetin

Dyeing (Reddish-yellow)

Mallotus philippensis
Muell.-Arg.(Euphorbiaceae)

Fruits

Rottlerin, Isorottlerin

Dyeing silk (Red)

Mangifera indica L.
(Anacardiaceae)

Bark & Leaves

Mangiferin

Mordant & dyeing silk (Yellow)

Morinda citrifolia L.
(Rubiaceae)

Root bark

Morindone

Dyeing (Dullred)

Nyctanthes arbor-tristis
L. (Oleaceae)

Flower

Nyctanthin, Iridoid
glycoside

Chrome (Yellow)

Nymphaea alba L.
(Nymphaceae)

Rhizome

Tannins & Myricetrin
flavonoids glycosides

Blue

Some common Indian plants with dye yielding potentiality

CHINA ROSE
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis L.
Red dye from Flowers

KHAIR
Acacia catechu Willd.
Brown dye from Wood

PALAS
Butea monosperma Taub.

Yellowish orange dve from Flowers

GULMOHAR
Delonix regia (Hook.) Raf.
Red dye from Flowers

TURMERIC
Curcuma longa L.
Yellow dye from Rhizome

DHATKI
Woodfordia fruticosa Kurz
Brick red dye from Flowers

LATKAN
Bixa orellana L.
Orange-yellow dye from seeds

Lawsonia inermis L.
Orange-red dye from Leaves

Nyctanthes arbor-tristis L.
Orange dye from Flowers




TEAK MARIGOLD
Carthamus tinctorius L. Tectona grandis L.f. Tagetes erecta L.
Reddish yellow dye from Flowers Deep orange dye from Leaves Yellow dye from Flowers
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