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James McCann is Professor of History, Dept. Of
Archaeology, Boston University

B.A., Northwestern University; M.A., Ph.D., Michigan State University

African history, environmental history, agricultural history, the agro-ecology of tropical
disease, food history, Ethiopia and East Africa.

James McCann'’s research and teaching interests include agricultural and ecological history of
Africa, Ethiopia, and the Horn of Africa, field research methods in African studies, the agro-
ecology of tropical disease, and the history of food/cuisine in Africa and the Atlantic world.
He is the author of five books: Stirring the Pot: A History of African Cuisine (2010); Maize
and Grace: A History of Africa’s Encounter with a New World Crop (2005); Green Land,
Brown Land, Black Land: An Environmental History of Africa (1999); People of the Plow: An
Agricultural History of Ethiopia (1995); From Poverty to Famine in Northeast Ethiopia: Rural
History, 1900-1995.(1989). He has published articles and reviews in the American Historical
Review, Journal of African History, the International Journal of African Historical Studies,
Comparative Studies in Society and History, the Journal of Interdisciplinary History,
Environmental History, International Journal of Sustainability, and Northeast African Studies.
His books have been reviewed in Nature, Foreign Affairs, the Times Literary Supplement, and
the Times Educational Supplement. His forthcoming book is entitled: The Historical Ecology
of Malaria in Ethiopia.






