This exhibition, part of a larger

network project on Indian Natural History
collections, represents a repatriation of
information on Indian botany from UK
halding institutions, making it available for
the first time to Indian audiences. The
Botanical Gardens, Few as an adaptation of
a previons exhibition, and inchided
facsimiles of documents and sketches
relating to Hooker's work in India.

Joseph Hooker's 1847 exhibition to India
and the Himalayas was of critical
importance both to Indian Matural History
and to botany in general. During this
exhibition he collected 7000 plant species,
including 25 species of rhododendrons,
which subsequently became very popular
amaong British horticulturalists and
gardeners. He also frequently wrote to
Charles Darwin about the distribution of
fauna and became one of the first
westerners to see Mt. Everest (and the first
ever to sketch it). Hooker's 7 volume work
The Flora of British India (1872-18497)
remains the most complete record of Indian
botanical species, and there have been no
subsequent attempts to match it.

This collection was therefore a cormerstone
in India's own eulture and environmentzl
history, which had simply not been seen
before in India. Prompted by this collection,
the Botanical Survey of India (BSI), who
were hosting the exhibition in their gallery
at the Indian Museum in Kolkata, curated a
number of their own exhibitions to run
alongside this one, highlighting ather
important aspects of Indian botanical
history. These inchuded displays on the life
of Nathaniel Wallich, who developed the
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arganised for the inauguration with various
speakers from UK and Indian institutions.
This project was facilitated by the Centre of
World Environmental History at the
University of Sussex, under the leadership
of Professor Vinita Damodaran. As a follow
on project, the Centre has been providing
school visits for middle school students in
Kolkata to these exhibitions and the AJC




