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I n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  a n d  l e g a l  a d v o c a c y  a r o u n d  s e x u a l  a n d  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  r i g h t s  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  r a p i d l y  i n  I n d i a .  W h i l e  m o b i l i s i n g  a c t i o n  
a r o u n d  m a t e r n a l  m o r t a l i t y ,  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  s e x - s e l e c t i v e  a b o r t i o n  
h a s  b e e n  r a p i d ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  n e g l i g i b l e  a r o u n d  o t h e r  k e y  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  a b o r t i o n ,  a n d  a d o l e s c e n t  s e x u a l i t y ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a t  t h e  
m a r g i n s  o f  a c t i v i s t  a n d  l e g a l  c o n c e r n s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  

n e e d s  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o r  L G B T I +  p e r s o n s  t e n d  t o  b e  
o v e r l o o k e d .  

 
T h r o u g h  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w e  a i m  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  a c t i v i s t s ,  

a c a d e m i c s  a n d  l a w y e r s    t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  o f  s e x u a l  
a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  r i g h t s  w o r k  i n  I n d i a .  O u r  o b j e c t i v e  i s  n o t  o n l y  t o  l e a r n  
f r o m  p a s t  a c t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  

S R R ,  b u t    t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  o f t e n  i m p l i c i t l y  o r  
e x p l i c i t l y  e x c l u d e d .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a  s p a c e  t o  d e l i b e r a t e

o n  l i t i g a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  t o o l s  t o  m o b i l i z e  a r o u n d  t h e s e  
c o n c e r n s .

S E X U A L  &  R E P R O D U C T I V E  

R I G H T S  i n  I N D I A :  

S O C I A L  M O V E M E N T S  &  

L E G A L  B A T T L E S  
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Tea and Registration10.00 - 10.30 AM

3.30 - 4.30 PM

II. Sexual & Reproductive Rights & the Courts

(i) Siri Gloppen, Director, Centre on Law and Social Transformation, 

University of Bergen, Norway -

(ii) Jayna Kothari, Senior Advocate & Executive Director, CLPR - Is 

the Indian Supreme Court Recognizing Reproductive Rights? 

(iii) Gauri Pillai, DPhil Student, University of Oxford - Reimagining 

Reproductive Rights in India: The Role of Equality and Non-

Discrimination

11.30 - 11.45 AM Tea

11.45 AM - 1.00 PM

IV. Sexual & Reproductive Rights & 

Sexual & Reproductive Health

(i) Maya Unnithan, Director of the Sussex Centre for Cultures of 

Reproduction, Technologies & Health (CORTH)

(ii) Jashodhara Dasgupta, Head, National Foundation for India-

 Rights, Claims and Negotiations: SRHR stories from the back of beyond

1.00 - 2.00 PM Lunch

2.00 - 3.30 PM

III. Sexual & Reproductive Rights of LGBTI+ Persons

(i) Trinetra Haldar Gummaraju, Transgender Rights Activist, 

Student of Medicine, Manipal University

(ii) Vinay Chandran, Founder, Swabhava Trust

(iii) Saumya Dadoo, Research Associate, CLPR - 

Recognising Compulsory Heterosexuality & Reproductive Coercion as 

Domestic Violence 

10.30 - 11.30 AM I. Introduction: 

Framing Legal Approaches to Sexual & Reproductive Rights

(i) Siri Gloppen, Director, Centre on Law and Social Transformation, 

University of Bergen, Norway

(ii) Maya Unnithan, Director of the Sussex Centre for Cultures of 

Reproduction, Technologies & Health (CORTH), University of Sussex

(iii) Jayna Kothari, Senior Advocate & Executive Director, CLPR
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Tea and Registration9.00 - 9.30 am

4.00 - 5.00 pm V. Moving Forward:

 The Present and Future of SRR Advocacy in India 

(i) Siri Gloppen, Director, Centre on Law and Social Transformation, 

University of Bergen, Norway

(ii) Maya Unnithan, Director of the Sussex Centre for Cultures of 

Reproduction, Technologies & Health (CORTH)

(iii) Jayna Kothari, Executive Director, CLPR

11.00 - 11.15 am Tea

11.15 am - 12.30 pm II. The Right to Abortion

(i) Suchitra Dalvie, Coordinator, Asia Safe Abortion Partnership - 

Are we ready for safe abortion as a woman's right in India?

(ii) Sarita Barpanda, Director, Reproductive Rights Unit, HRLN

&  Meenaz Kalkaria, Lawyer, HRLN 

The Right to Abortion and the Indian Judiciary

12.30 - 2.00 pm

III. Reproductive Labour and Reproductive Justice

(i) Anindita Majumdar, Asst. Professor, IIT Hyderabad -

Banning a Select Few: Conversations on Reproductive Justice and 

Reproductive Labour in Commercial Surrogacy in India

2.30 - 4.00 pm

III. Reproductive Rights and Disability

(i) Anita Ghai, Professor, Human Studies, Ambedkar University, Delhi

(ii) Nidhi Goyal, Disability and Gender Rights Activist, Point of View

(iii) Renu Addlakha,  Centre for Women's Development Studies

Intersections of Disability, Sexuality, and Reproductive Rights

 

9.30 - 11.00 am I. Adolescent Sexuality & Child Marriage 

(i) Jaya Sagade, Vice Principal, ILS Law College, Pune - Impact of Child 

Marriage on the Sexual and Reproductive Rights of Girl Child

(ii) Aparna Chandra, Director, Centre for Constitutional Law, Policy, & 

Governance, National Law University Delhi - Criminalization of Adolescent 

Sexuality and its Impact on SRHR

(iii) Swagata Raha, Consultant Restorative Justice & Legal Affairs - 

Treatment of "Romantic Cases" by Special Courts under the POCSO Act

1.45 - 2.30 pm Lunch


