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Leverhulme International Network 2007-2010

The Leverhulme International Network held its third workshop in Athens 6-10 July 2009. The workshop programme consisted of four days of visits to monuments and collections and a conference held at the Benaki Museum. 
This years conference was organised by Network committee member Professor Maria Vassilaki (Benaki and University of Thessaly) with the assistance of Dr Vassiliki Dimitropoulou and Florentia Pikoula (both from the Benaki).
Committee participants: Rosella Arletti (Modena), Bente Bjornholt (Network Facilitator, Sussex), Chris Entwistle (British Museum), Ian Freestone (Cardiff), Julian Henderson (Nottingham), Liz James (Network Director, Sussex) , Marie Dominique Nenna (Lyon), Nadine Schibille (Oxford), Mariangela Vandini (Bologna, Ravenna), Maria Vassilaki (Benaki and University of Thessaly), Marco Verità (Venice). 

Others (speakers): Robin Cormack (Emeritus Professor at the Courtauld, London), Nano Chatzidaki (Professor, University of Ioannina), Dimitris Chryssopoulos (Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments), Evgenia Geroussi (Director of the 23rd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities), Amalia Kakissis (British School at Athens), Aristea Kavvadia (Director of the 3rd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities), Olga Kolefa (Conservator, Byzantine and Christian Museum, Athens), George Korkovilos (Conservator, Byzantine and Christian Museum, Athens), Dimitra Kotoyla, (Byzantine and Christian Museum, Athens), Polytimi Loukopoulou (Ministry of Culture). 

Invited and attending participants at the conference: 

From the Benaki: Anna Ballian (Senior Curator of the Islamic Collection and the Post-Byzantine Collection), Mina Moraitou (Curator of the Islamic Collection), Anastasia Drandaki (Curator of the Byzantine Collection), Panorea Benatou. From the Byzantine and Christian Museum: Demetris Konstantios (Director). From Demokritos: Vassilis Kilikoglou and Yannis Maniatis. From the Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments: George Karampalis, Eleutheria Christaki, Ira Makridou, Aikaterini Tsoutsoura, Maria Chrysikou, Konstantina Karathanou, Ioanna Vitsou, Georgia Sotiropoulou, Kassiani Pantazidou, Thanassis Kravvaritis, Andreas Kokkaliaris and Nikos Minos. From the 1st Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities: Aikaterini Pantelidou-Alexiadou (Director) and Maria Margoni. From the 23rd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities: Nikos Kondoyannis. From the Ministry of Culture: Ioanna Koltsida-Makri (Director of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Antiquities), Souzanna Choulia, Tzeni Albani and Irene Leontakianakou. 

From the National Technical University Athens: Charalampos Bouras (Emeritus Professor). From INSTAP, Study Center for East Crete: Stefania Chlouveraki

From the Department for the Study of Byzantine Monuments: Nikos Delinikolas (Director). From the British School at Athens: Catherine Morgan (Director) and Kiriatzi Evangelia (Director of the Fitch Lab). From the Technological University of Athens: Yorgos Facorellis. From the Stone Conservation Center: Kelly Kouzeli (Director). From Christies, London: Cecily Hennessy. From the Hellenic Society for Near Eastern Studies: Konstantinos D. Politis (Chairperson). From the Monastery of Panagia Pantanassa (Keratea Attica): Sr Christodoule, Sr Theodote, Sr Evlambia, Sr Foibe and Sr Nikodeme. George Guekos, Myrto Hatzaki, Charis Koilakou, Zarras Nektarios, Metaxia Papageorgiou, Eleni Tsofopoulou. 

Programme: 
Tuesday 7 July: visit to Hosios Loukas, Phokis. The workshop participants were shown around the complex by chief archaeologist Dr Antonis Georgiou, archaeologist of the 23rd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities and Mary Stai, architect of the 23rd Ephorate. The abbot of the monastery greeted us with refreshments and after our tour the monastery offered a delicious lunch. 
In the evening we were invited to the British School at Athens where we were able to 

inspect mosaic samples from St Demetrios in Thessaloniki and also the drawings by W.S. George of the mosaics lost in the 1917 fire. The Director of the BSA Catherine 
Morgan kindly invited us for drinks and snacks in the BSA gardens.

Wednesday 8 July: visit to the Monastery of Daphne, Athens. Chief conservator Dimitris Chryssopoulos from the Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments led the visit and provided detailed explanation of the ongoing restoration project of the building which the participants were able to inspect up close from the scaffolding. In the evening the participants visited the Islamic Art Collections where we examined the glass collections of the museum followed by drinks and dinner on the roof terrace of the museum.  
Thursday 9 July and Friday 10 July: conference the Benaki Museum. Speakers and papers:  
Maria Vassilaki, Byzantine mosaics in Greece: state of the question
Liz James, The apse mosaic of Hosios David/Latomos monastery in Thessaloniki
Evgenia Geroussi, Interpreting the sixth -century mosaic floor from Thebes
Olga Kolefa & George Korkovilos, Detachment of mosaics and mounting using an innovative method of support
Amalia Kakissis & Dimitra Kotoyla, Recording Byzantine mosaics in Greece: the 

Byzantine Research Fund (BRF) Archive
Robin Cormack, The mosaics of Daphni in the 19th century: condition and restoration
Nano Chatzidaki, The presence of the abbot Philotheos in the decoration of Hosios Loukas (old and new observations)

Dimitris Chryssopoulos, Conservation of the Daphni mosaics after the earthquake of 
1999
Polytimi Loukopoulou, Examination of gold-glass tesserae:  the case of Dαphni 
Rossella Arletti, Eleventh- century mosaic tesserae from the monasteries of Daphni and Hosios Loukas

Marco Verità, Glass mosaic tesserae from the Neonian Baptistery in Ravenna
Julian Henderson, Interim work on an eleventh-century glass mosaic in Ravenna
Aristea Kavvadia, Anna Missailidou, Despoina Poupalou, Dionyssia Glava, 
Supervising the restoration of the mosaic decoration at Nea Moni, Chios
Committee business: 
The Network committee members held a meeting on Thurs 9 July where they discussed: 
· The future of the Network: several kinds of projects were proposed. 

· The outputs of the Network: the databases and the publication of the Network workshop papers. 

· The next and final workshop will take place during 26-28 May when Chris Entwistle is organising a major conference on Byzantine Glass at the British Museum. One of the conference days will be dedicated to Byzantine mosaic glass. 
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Hosios Loukas



The Composition of Byzantine Glass Mosaic Tesserae
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