The Power of Political Paradigms – UK energy policy at the crossroads? (Ended in 2010)
Introduction: 

Many governments and associated organisations around the world attempt to claim leadership in climate change mitigation – the UK being foremost amongst them.  UK energy policy has experienced substantial changes since the late 1990s/early 2000s when the focus was on establishing and maintaining freely trading, competitive markets. New Bills and Acts of Parliament have been passed on an annual or bi-annual basis since the Climate Change Act of 2008. These changes may amount to a policy paradigm change as energy policy is now directed towards the new objective of achieving climate change mitigation. This shift in policy direction therefore calls for an examination of the policy ambition, the underlying change processes and outcomes of the new policy focus.
Summary:

The research assessed UK energy policy from 2000 to 2011 with a view to ascertain the shift in policy direction. It also analysed the process of change and the impact of the new policy direction on practical processes of energy generation, distribution and use. The study finds that UK energy policy change has been informed by multiple narratives, and the new governance system is complex and incoherent. For example, alongside a build-up of support for renewable energy, is a growing number of support systems being put in place for greater extraction of fossil fuels, so that one set of policies is designed to drive low carbon energy production, and the other does the opposite in a purported bid to maintain energy supply security. Also, the study showed that the change in energy policy paradigm so far had led to very little change in the structures of the energy system which is still dominated by fossil fuel technologies and a handful of incumbent companies with established business models. The researchers noted that the mixed nature of the new energy policy model could explain the lack of practical change and they argued that analysis of policy paradigms needs to take into account the outcomes of the new policy direction.  
Methodology:

The study built on the concept of policy paradigm change and based on this, developed a new framework for the empirical analysis of paradigm change. This framework was then applied to UK energy policy case study to determine whether and if so, how the current paradigm in UK energy policy was changing during the timeframe of the analysis. The project was based on a range of interviews with actors closely involved in UK energy policy development. The project also linked the transitions literature with the analysis of political paradigms.
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