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Abstract

We know that technologies and infrastructures have a critical but also complex role
in defining and transforming social practices and the energy demands associated
with them. Much has been written about the relation between individual technologies
and specific practices (many ‘user’ studies are in this tradition) but rather less about
how infrastructures - including those of transportation and of energy provision — from
the grid through to the household, and from the car/road through to systems of
automobility - are implicated in the reproduction of many social practices at once. In
this presentation | explore ways of capturing and analysing changing relations
between infrastructures and practices over time and at different scales. This
approach informs a more systemic understanding of how patterns of energy demand
emerge, persist and disappear. It does so by turning attention away from the end
consumer and towards the social and the material ordering of daily life.
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