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“This degree has exceeded all my expectations.  
The support from lecturers has been outstanding and it has 

been an incredibly enriching and eye-opening journey.”
Miriam Mamlouk, 2018 Graduate

C H I L D H O O D  A N D  YO U T H : 
T H E O R Y  A N D  P R A C T I C E

Careers working with children and young 
people are very demanding. This 
challenging and rewarding course is 
taught by leading researchers and 
experienced professionals, whose 
research actively informs what they 
teach you. What better grounding to 
take into the workplace?

You have the opportunity to study both 
national and international perspectives 
on childhood, youth and the family, 
providing the skills to enable you to go 
on to work locally, national and glob-
ally. You also get to work with people 
from around the world, from different 
cultures and backgrounds – all with a 
passion for working with children and 
young people

Taught WITHin the School of Education 
and Social Work, you have the chance to 
study childhood and youth from a range 
of perspectives. The course covers 
areas such as sociology, politics, 
philosophy, law and psychology, giving 
you a broad and deep understanding of 
the main issues involved in the subject.

E M P L OY M E N T

This degree prepares you for a variety of 
exciting roles as it  combines a strong 
academic grounding with clear practical 
applications.  

Some students pursue further 
training to go into teaching or social 
work; others go directly into employment 
in children’s or youth services, 
including residential care work, 
mentoring in schools, working with 
children with special educational needs 
and disabilities or social care services.  

Others go on to study Masters courses 
in International Education and 
Development, Social Work, Early Years 
Teaching or Law.

E N T R Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

• A-levels: ABB-BBB
• Access to HE Diploma: pass with  

45 level 3 credits at Merit or above, 
including 24 at Distinction

T E A C H I N G ,  L E A R N I N G  A N D 
A S S E S S M E N T

You will study two core modules per 
term in Years One and Two and choose 
a third module from the full range of 
university-wide electives. You will learn 
mostly in small seminar groups involving 
tutor presentations, group discussions 
and a variety of learning activities.  

You will be assigned an Academic 
Advisor for the three years of the course 
with whom you will meet regularly to see 
how the work is going and support you 
with academic and pastoral issues. 



You will have individual tutorials as well 
as some group tutorials in preparation 
for module assignments.

The course uses a range of assessment 
methods, including essays, group 
presentations, reflective diaries, 
dissertation, poster and a few 
examinations. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  P L A C E M E N T

Two of the modules include a placement 
(typically one day a week for five weeks) 
in a setting that delivers children’s or 
youth services. These could be in 
pre-school primary, secondary or 
post-16 education settings or in 
residential care, wildlife, music or other 
support organisations. 

“This course is perfect if you know 
that you would love to work with 
children and young people, but are 
not sure which direction to go in. 
The course covers so many
different perspectives and has not 
only given me a great grounding in 
childhood and youth, but has 
allowed me to discover what 
interests me most so I can take 
that further. There is always 
support with assessments, the 
classes are small, the lectures and 
seminars are interactive and the 
team delivering the course always 
have time for you.”

Danae Stanton
Childhood and Youth BA student
2018 graduate
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Course structure

Please note: So that we can keep our curriculum fresh and driven by the most current research, we review it every year. The 
modules shown here are based on subjects studied in 2018. The University may run different modules. 
For a full list of optional modules offered in 2018 and beyond. visit sussex.ac.uk/education

Y E A R  1 Y E A R  3Y E A R  2

 Introduction to Childhood 
 and Youth: Interdisciplinary 
 Perspectives

 Historical Childhoods

 ELECTIVE 1 
 

 ELECTIVE 4
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 ELECTIVE 2

 Perspectives on Practice: 
 Professional Approaches 2

 Disabled Childhoods

 ELECTIVE 3

 Health and Wellbeing

 Research Methods for  
 Childhood and Youth

 Digital Childhoods

 Global Childhoods

 Developing Your Research  
 Proposal

 Therapeutic Work with 
 Children and Young People: 
 Professional Approaches 3

 Parents and Families

 DISSERTATION: 
 Researching Practice

 Children’s Rights and Legal 
 Frameworks

 Introducing Social Pedagogy: 
 Professional Approaches 1


