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Dr. Jessica Horst


Cited Reference Searches: Backwards and Forwards

Using PsycInfo and Web of Knowledge

This document will help show you how to complete 4 different types of cited reference searches. Such searches help one to stay on top of the literature as well as to illustrate how influential a paper has been. Cited reference searches can be invaluable for researching material for introductions or discussion sections of journal articles, lab reports and project papers.

We will cover the following searches:

1. PsycInfo Backwards Search

2. PsycInfo Forward Search

3. Web of Knowledge Backwards Search

4. Web of Knowledge Forward Search

First, begin on the Sussex Psychology Library page. Scroll down to:
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ASSIA (Applied Social Sciences
Index and Abstracts)

PsycArticles

Psycinfo

Science Direct

Scopus

Web of Knowledge

An indexing and abstracting tool covering health, social
services, psychology, sociology, economics, politics, race
relations and education. ASSIA provides a comprehensive
source of social science and health information for the
practical and academic professional. Indexes articles from
650 key social science journals back to 1987.

Over 28,000 full-text articles from 56 peer reviewed
Psychology journals from 1988 to the present and chapters
from selected APA books.

Covers psychological literature from 1887-present including
journal articles, books, book chapters, technical reports, and
dissertations published in over 45 countries.

Provides access to many full text articles in the subject areas
of science, technology and medicine.

Covers scientific, technical, medical and social science
literature (14,000 titles). Full text links and abstracts back to
1966, a full 10-year reference backfile by 2005, and daily
updates.

Access to: Web of Science (Wos) includes, Science Citation
Index and Index to Scientific & Technical Proceedings and
Social Sciences Citation Index.




Then, select PsycInfo or Web of Knowledge as instructed below.

1. PsycInfo Backwards Search

This is perhaps the most common search. This search will tell you who someone cited in his/her paper. Of course, you can get this information from the hardcopy paper or pdf. But, by doing this search you can quickly download or read the abstracts of the papers.

We are going to search on a paper by Jessica Horst. So, first in PsycInfo we will use the green advanced tab to search by author:
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The search yields several results. We will do our search on the following reference:
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You will notice at the bottom there is a link to “References” this is the link we want. Note: clicking on the title or on “View Record” will take us to the same place (need to scroll down). Also, notice that this paper has been “Cited by 6.” More on this later.

Here is what we see when we choose “References:”

[image: image4.png]‘Number of References

54 reference(s) present, 54 reference(s) displayed

1. Arterberry, M. E. (1993). Development of spatiotemporal integration in infancy. Infant Behavior & Development, 16, 343-363.
Abstract | Cited by 10

2. Arterberry, M. E. & Bomstein, M. H. (2002). Variabilty and its sources in infant categorization. Infant Behavior & Development, 26, 515-528.
Abstract | Cited by 4

3. Arterberry, M. E., Craton, L. G., & Yonas, A. (1993). Infants' sensitivty to motion-carried information for depth and object propertes. In C. Granrud (Ed.),
Visual perception and cognition n infancy. Camegle Mellon Symposia on Cognition (pp. 215-234). Hilsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.
Abstract | Cited by 10

4.Balawin, D. A. (1989). Priorties in children's expectations about object label reference: Form over color. Child Development, 60, 1291-1306.
Abstract | Cited by 38

5. Bomba, P. C. & Siqueland, E. R. (1983). The nature and structure of infant form categories. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 35, 294-328.
Abstract | Cited by 74

6. Casasola, M. & Cohen, L. B. (2002). Infant categorization of containment, support and tight-ft spatial relationships. Developmental Science, 5, 247-264.
Abstract | Cited by 31

7. Casasola, M., Cohen, L. B. & Chiarelo, E. (2003). Six-month-old infants' categorization of containment spatial relations. Child Development, 74, 679-693.
Abstract | Cited by 27

8.Cohen, L. B. (1991). Infant attention: An information processing approach. In M. J. . Weiss & P. R. Zelazo (Eds.), Newbom attention: Biological constraints.
‘and the influence of experience (pp. 1-21). Westport, CT: Ablex.
Abstract | Cited by 26

9. Cohen, L. B. (2003). Commentary on Part I: Unresolved issues in infant categorization. In D. . Rakison & L. M. Oakes (Eds.), Early category and concept
evelopment: Making sense of the blooming buzzing confusion (pp. 193-209). New York: Oxford University Press.
Abstract | Cited by 2

10. Cohen, L. B., Atkinson, D. J., & Chaput, H. H. (2000). Habit 2000: A new program for testing infant perception and cognition (Version 1.0). Austin:
Universiy of Texas.

Cited by 31




This paper cited 54 other papers. Several papers have links to their abstracts, so we can read the abstracts to learn if they are worth reading. Most also have a link to the papers that cited them….

2. PsycInfo Forward Search

This search will tell us who has cited a given paper. This can be important for learning if a paper was or was not replicated or if it sparked new ideas. It can also help lead one to similar papers, which can be useful for supporting a particular argument.

We are going to use the same paper as our base.
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Now, we are interested in who has cited this paper. When we click on “Cited by 6” we obtain the list of the six papers that have cited this one:
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5 records describe publications within the current Psychology group that have cited the above item.

<Previous 1 Next» Record ()
(1. How Children Contemplate Cats, Dogs, and Other Fuzzy Categories. Database:
"~ Balaban, Marie T. .
PsycCRITIQUES. Vol 50 (29), 2005, pp. [np] Chldncod Development | Coanion | Coaniive
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Does function facilitate categorization by focusing infants' attention generally on all commonalities among objects or Desooment
specifically on functionally relevant properties? After familiaization to a novel category, 18-month-olds selected
another

View Record | References | Cited by 1 |

3. It Clicks When It s Rolled and It Squeaks When It is Squeezed: What 10-Month-Old Infants Learn About Object  Datsbeze:
Function.

X X Descriptrs:
X Coanthe Development | Infant Development: |
Perone, Sammy'; Oakes, Lisa M. g

Child Development. Vol 77(6), Nov 2006, pp. 1608-1622
Function has been considered important in numerous liteatures in the study of cognitive development, yet ite is
known about what and how infants lear about function. Five experiments examined what 10-month-old infants (N =
80) leamn about...

View Record | References | Cited by 1 | [EGRGSS—"




The page displays the original reference (above) but also those papers that have cited that reference. Now, we can read these abstracts, download these papers or see who they have cited and who has cited them.

This type of search can be very helpful for both very recent and older papers. If a paper recommends areas for future research, a forward search can help one see if the research in those areas has been published. If a paper includes a novel method, a forward search can be helpful in determining if that method has been used by others. That is, the forward search allows us to see the impact a paper has had in moving the field forward. 

3. Web of Knowledge Backwards Search

PsycInfo isn’t the only database that can help you to find articles in psychology. Web of Knowledge is also very powerful. Here is how the same search works in this database:
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On the main page we can use the menus to select the items we are search (e.g., Author) and we can also use the tabs to select which databases we want (Web of Knowledge includes information for many fields, so restricting ourselves to Social Sciences is sometimes helpful). The search brings up the same paper:
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Unlike PsycInfo this format doesn’t have a link to the references, we will have to click on the title and go from there. This is what we get when we click on the title:

[image: image9.png]What does it look like and what can it do? Category structure influences how infants
categorize

Find itS US [grmm s W) CPiint) (E:mail) (Add to Marked List) (Save 1o EndNotoeh) more optons
Author(s): Horst JS, Oakes LM, Madole KL

‘Source: CHILD DEVELOPMENT  Volume: 76  Issue: 3  Pages: 614-631  Published: MAY-JUN 2005

Times Cited: 7 References: 54 (&3 Citation Map beta

Abstract: Despite a large body of research demonstrating the kinds of categories to which infants respond, few studies have directly
‘assessed how infants’ categorization unfolds over time. Four experiments used a visual familiarization task to evaluate 10-month-old infants'
(N=98) leamning of exempiars characterized by commonalites in appearance or function. When learning exemplars with a common function,
infants initaly responded to the common feature, apparently forming a category, and only leared the individual features with more extensive
familirization. When learning exempiars with a common appearance, infants initially leamed the indvidual features and apparenty only
formed a category with more extensive familiarization. The results are discussed in terms of models of category learming.





Now, there are buttons for Times Cited and References. 

The References link shows us this:
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These are the same 54 references that came up in PsycInfo, now we can also click on these to read and learn about them.

4. Web of Knowledge Forward Search

Like with PsycInfo, we will go back to the current reference in Web of Knowledge and click on “Times Cited.” That gives us the following list:
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 Tite: A computer touch screen system and training procedure for use with primate infants: Results from pigtail monkeys

(Macaca nemestrina)
Author(s): Mandell DJ, Sackett GP

Source: DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOBIOLOGY Volume: 50  Issue: 2 Pages: 160170 Published: MAR 2008
Times Cted: 0

Tite: How do
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" Author(s): Recker KM, Plumert JM, Hund AM, et al.

‘Source: JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL CHILD PSYCHOLOGY Volume: 98  Issue: 4 Pages: 217-232 Published: DEC 2007
Times Cited: 1




What is interesting about this list is that it contains more references than PsycInfo (7 vs 6) but also the references aren’t all the same. Some papers came up in both lists, e.g., the paper by Recker and colleagues. Others, like the paper about pigtail monkeys using touch screens, only came up with Web of Knowledge. This is because the two databases get information from different sources. Thus, it may well be worth it to complete a search in both databases if you are doing a forward search.

I hope this document has brought forward* some interesting insights to help you in performing future cited reference searches. (*pun intended)
