
General Test assessment criteria  

It is acknowledged that many tests (e.g. MCQs, simple problem sets) do not need assessment criteria 
because the logic behind a given mark is transparent. In these cases, good practice involves: 

1. Advance information for students regarding the structure and logic of an upcoming test. 
2. Detailed rubric to explain the marking scheme, particularly with regard to any negative 

marking. 
3. Models answers, with explanations of the correct answers, distributed alongside marks 

release. 
4. The module convenor making themselves available (remotely or in person) to deal with 

student queries. 

In some cases, the line between Test and Short answer might be blurred. We advise that module 
convenors make it very clear where judgement (rather than a precise marking scheme) will be used 
to determine the mark for a particular component of a test. In these case students should be aware 
of the assessment criteria for short answers. 

 

Good practice would be to highlight the questions that will be marked under these criteria and to 
use the rubric to explain that the mark available for the question does not necessarily reflect a 
specific number of points to be raised in the answer. A corollary of this, that should also be 
highlighted, is that marks can be deducted for the inclusion of irrelevant information. 


