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My project is using 
relevant material from 
NHS patients or 
recruiting them because 
of their health status 

My project is using  
relevant material from 
healthy volunteers 

Consent  is  
not required 

 

Storage of material under 
HTA licence required 
unless material is 
transported or rendered 
acellular within one week  

 

NRES Ethical 
approval is in place 

Consent  is 
required 

CREC Ethical 
approval  is 
required 

Storage of material under 
HTA licence unless 
material is transported or 
rendered acellular within 
one week  

 

YES 

NO 
YES 

YES NO 

This material  was obtained 
from living persons prior to 
2006  

Consent is 
required 

 
Storage of material 
under HTA licence not 
required if remaining 
material destroyed at 
end of project 

YES 

NO 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

My project is using non- 
identifiable material from 
existing research Biobank, or 
diagnostic archive which has 
generic ethics approval from 
NRES  

My project is using non- 
identifiable material from 
existing research Biobank  
or diagnostic archive which 
does NOT have generic 
ethics approval from NRES  

 

Consent  is not 
required 

 
NRES Ethical 
approval is 
required 

 

Storage of material under 
HTA licence unless 
material is transported or 
rendered acellular within 
one week  

 

Storage of material 
under HTA licence not 
required 

 

Consent is not 
in place  

 

NRES Ethical 
approval  not 
required 

 

Yes Yes 

My project is using identifiable 
material from existing research 
Biobank  or diagnostic archive  

Yes 

Consent is in place 
OR material was 
stored prior to 2006 
 
 
 
 

NRES Ethical 
approval  is 
required 

 

Storage of material under 
HTA licence unless 
material is transported or 
rendered acellular within 
one week  

 

Yes 
No 



  

 

 
 

 My project is 
importing relevant 
material from 
another country 

I am using relevant 
material for the 
express purpose of 
making DNA and/or 
RNA 

Storage of material 
under HTA licence not 
required 

 

Yes 

NRES Ethical 
approval is in 
place 

 

Consent is not 
required, but it is 
good practise to 
obtain it 

 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Consent is required, 
unless analysis to be 
used for medical 
diagnosis or treatment 
or it is anonymised and 
has NRES approval 

 

I am using 
extracted DNA 
and/or RNA  

No 

NRES Ethical 
approval NOT 
required 

 

Yes 

Storage of material 
under HTA licence not 
required 

 
Storage of material under 
HTA licence required 
unless material is 
transported or rendered 
acellular within one week  

 

Storage of material under 
HTA licence required 
unless material is 
transported or rendered 
acellular within one week  

 


