University of Sussex

Library Consultative Group

The 108th meeting held on Wednesday, 22 February 2006 

Notes
Present:  Debby Shorley (Chair) (Library) (DCS), Dorothy Sheridan (Library) (DS), Adrian Hale (Library) (AH), Jane Harvell (Library) (JH), Emma Walton (Library) (EW), Robert Ray (LifeSci) (RR), Claudia Eberlein (SciTech) (CE), Anjum Memon (BSMS) (AM), James Hampshire (SocCul) (JH), Roger Hylton (USSU) (RH), Barbara Merchant (SPRU) (BM), Victor Potter (Arts P/g) (VP), Alison Timoney (Library) (AT) (Secretary)

DCS welcomed the Group.

1.
Apologies for absence were received from Tim Bale (SocCul), Pat Le Riche (SI), Sue Currell (Hums)

2.

LCG membership and terms of reference

(
Group discussed new membership and terms of reference.  Minutes of the last meeting were omitted from the agenda as the membership of the Group has changed. 

(
DCS stressed that this forum shouldn’t be regarded as the only way to communicate with the Library. 

(
RH asked if the Students’ Union Education Officer (EO) could still attend LCG.  Composition of the LCG states “…University of Sussex Students’ Union (2 representatives nominated by the President)…”.  President and EO to attend future meetings as Students’ Union (SU) reps.

3.
Chair’s communications

(
Group discussed the SU “Sort us out” campaign.  The Library has responded as part of the overall University response.  

(
DCS stated that the Library expects students to buy core textbooks for their courses. 

(
Recent articles in the Badger have not been helpful.  The Library’s response to the most recent article has been published in this week’s Badger.

(
Group discussed possibility of the Bookshop offering key textbooks at discounted prices for students.  DCS/AH to discuss this with the Bookshop and report back to the Group.  


    

    DCS/AH

4.

New Library structure

(
DCS advised of new structure within the Library, which is a result of the Savings Review process.  

(
Group discussed implications of replacing the Subject team with discrete Research Liaison and Learning & Teaching Liaison Teams.  CE advised Group that she believed the new system was better and was much happier with the information from the Library.

5.

Strategic Plan

(
Group discussed background to the Library’s Strategic Plan (SP), which has recently been revised in respect of the new Library structure.  The SP is a living document and will continue to change in response to changing University needs.  

(
Group discussed provision of e-books and digital reserve.  AH advised that there is a new trial (CLA) licence for scanning.    

(
RH stated that he believed the SP was very good.  What other forums can be used to help support the Library?  DCS welcomed USSU support.  Library to communicate with RH/EO in the future.  

6.

Academic Liaison: brief overview on new set up

DS advised Group of new set up within Academic Liaison (AL).  The main points discussed were:

(
establishing contacts with academics and students - AL very appreciative of the amount of time colleagues have given to make this successful

(
updating the website - would appreciate feedback

(
budget information – will be providing departments with a further set of accounts before the end of term 

(
current awareness - seminars for academics.  Next seminar will be on the Institutional Repositories.  Any ideas for seminars to AL 

(
already giving teaching sessions to students but happy to provide more if required

(
if tutors have revisions to reading lists, new items only to be sent to the Library

(
collection development – evaluating existing material in close liaison with departments  

(
Group discussed possibility of receiving feedback when a book has been requested.  AH/EW to look at this  




      AH/EW

7.
Scopus presentation with questions

EW gave a presentation on the Scopus website (a multidisciplinary navigational tool).  Scopus will be on trial until the end of 2006 (and is fully accessible off campus).  EW asked if all could try the website and feedback any comments.  (The Scopus website can be accessed by clicking on “Electronic Library” on the Library homepage http://www.sussex.ac.uk/library/.)  

8.
Evaluation of electronic resources

(
Current priority is to evaluate subscriptions to resources  

(
Material we currently subscribe to - monitoring usage statistics, cost and looking closely at what similar Universities have

(
Current subscriptions to ABI Inform and Business Source Premier - very similar coverage/cost.  Will be sending out evaluation sheet to reps asking for feedback

(
Need to assess Scopus vs Web of Knowledge.  Can’t afford both 

(
Science Direct collection – deadline of summer to decide if we will continue subscribing to this

(
Evaluating collections we don’t have 

(
New system of trialling resources introduced to get a wider opinion and to keep Library staff informed.  Stressed the need for feedback.  Advised that we only look at trial material that we know we can afford.

9.

Update on Resource expenditure

(
Advised Group that a number of departments have spare money which has to be spent by the end of the financial year.  To ensure books are ordered, receipted and paid for in this financial year, orders need to be received by mid-June.  

(
Group discussed the need to be more pro-active in getting reading lists from tutors.  BM suggested that it would be worth putting on the website the deadline for summer reading lists.  EW to check this.  Any specific queries to EW in the first instance.   






EW

(
DCS to find out from the University what the Library allocation formula will be for next year.  







          DCS

10.
USSU Submission: the Library’s response

(
DCS advised Group of USSU submission, which the Library has responded to.  RH advised that this was in respect of a motion of no confidence in the University’s Council raised at the SU AGM in January.  

11.
Any other business  

None

12.

Date of next meeting
31 May 2006 

AT 

07.03.06
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