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The Keep
Using archives in your studies



What is The Keep?

The Keep is a world-class centre for archives that 
opens up access to all the collections of the 
University of Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton and 
Hove Record Office (ESBHRO) and Brighton and 
Hove Royal Pavilion and Museums. It is walking 
distance from campus

SxMs96 Eva and Victor Ehrenberg, Frankfurt am Main, 1926

www.thekeep.info
library.specialcoll@sussex.ac.uk

http://www.thekeep.info/


Using archives

• Archives are important because they provide 
evidence of activities and tell us more about 
individuals and institutions

• Archives tell stories. They can provide unique and 
often unexpected insights into past events, 
people and places

• Archives do not tell the whole story, but they can 
reveal information not available elsewhere

• Using archives can help you build strong research 
skills
• To use archives effectively you need to ask 

questions; What is it? Who wrote it and why? 
Questions like these will help you assess its 
value as evidence 

Ladies Southdown Cricket Club c. 
1884 ACC 12012/1/36 

Loose-leaf notes on various books  
SxMs-18/2/B/2/N



Here are some examples of items you can find in an archive
• Letters, newspapers, maps, photographs, plans, scrapbooks, diaries, 

accounts, reports, unpublished writings, minutes, agendas, oral histories, 
songs, posters, drawings, books, postcards, ephemera 

What are archives?
Archives can be official documents created by governments and institutions
Archives can be created by one person or a group 
Archives can be personal and private 
Archives can be  whimsical and funny
Archives can be sad and shocking
The format of an item in an archive can be familiar like a letter, but the 
content can be very unusual



Collections at The Keep – University of Sussex Special Collections
Over 180 collections including:
Mass Observation Archive - Accounts of everyday life during WW2 and today
University of Sussex Collection  - The University’s own historic archive (SXUOS1)
Papers of Virginia and Leonard Woolf - Manuscripts and correspondence, a key 
resource for researchers of Woolf and the Bloomsbury group 
Richard Attenborough Archive - Covering all aspects of his life and film making
Rosey Pool Papers - Teacher and anthologist of African American poetry including 
correspondence with Langston Hughes
Archive for Resistance Testimony - Oral testimony from resisters in WW2 and South 
Africa
German Jewish Family Collections  - Focusing on domestic life and refugee experience
Geoffrey Gorer Archive- - Anthropologist and writer who wrote about Britain, Africa 
and America
A small number of our collections are available online – See 
https://www.sussex.ac.uk/library/special-collections

https://www.sussex.ac.uk/library/special-collections


Collections at The Keep – East Sussex and 
Brighton and Hove Record Office (ESBHRO)
The archives of ESBHRO make up the majority of the records at The Keep
The records cover the whole community and geographical area of the county 
of East Sussex and Brighton and Hove, recording the lives and activities of its 
people, organisations, and businesses
There are records that legally have to be kept like and those created by East 
Sussex County Council
They also keep records that have been considered of interest to researchers 
in the future like glass plate negatives showing images of inmates in Lewes 
Prison in 1900 or the building of the Beachy Head lighthouse



Using the catalogue
• The catalogue is a list of all the archives available 

at The Keep

• The catalogue is a description of the items

• The catalogue can provide important information 
to help you decide what to look at 

• The catalogue is part of The Keep website which 
also provides lots of information about visiting, 
events and the collections www.thekeep.info

More info on visiting The Keep and registering as a reader here and COVID specific 
information: https://www.thekeep.info/visit_us/before-you-visit

http://www.thekeep.info/
https://www.thekeep.info/visit_us/before-you-visit


Support for PGRs
Book a one to one session through “Support for 
researchers” on the Library home page

One to one support on using archives 
including:
• Visiting The Keep 
• Help with searching archive catalogues
• What to expect when visiting other 

archives in person
Some FAQs
• Do I need to contact archives in advance?
• How do I reference documents archives?
We can help with these questions and/or 
point you in the right direction to find out 
more.
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