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HEALTH AND SAFETY

Risk assessment for working with biological hazards.
Completed forms should be submitted to Biological Safety Officer prior to receiving or working with any materials or hazards greater than Group. 
Section 1

	Title of project: 
	

	
	

	Personnel
	

	Group Leader/PI
	

	Other workers
	1. 

	
	

	Department
	

	Date of assessment
	

	
	

	Location of work

Building/Room 
	


Section 2:  Biohazardous materials
	Species name

Virus/Bacteria/Fungi/other (Delete as appropriate)
Other information relevant to biosafety


	Disease or condition associated with material (if any)


	Hazard Group (HG) (Hazard groups are listed for each organism by the Health and Safety Executive in the approved list of Biological Agents)
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/misc208.pdf
            1                      2                 3                   4

(Circle as appropriate)
(Facilities in Lifesci are only available to work with HG 1 & 2)



	Does material come under the Human Tissue Act?       Yes ☐   No ☐
If YES then contact 

Dr Ethan Morgan (JMS 3C18B)


	If from animal or human origin, is the material known to be virus/disease free?
(e.g. screened for HIV/hepatitis etc.)          Yes ☐   No ☐        
(Unscreened blood or tissue samples require containment level 2 (CL2) as minimum.

	Is organism genetically modified (GM)?              Yes ☐   No ☐        
If yes, then you need authorisation from the University Biological Safety Advisory Group.  Complete a GM project risk assessment and proposal form and submit to BSAG via safetyscienceschools@sussex.ac.uk. Guidance on the assessment and form can be found here.
HSE guidance for working with GM materials available via this link.




Section 3:  Risk to Human Health

	Details of Experimental Procedures 

	

	Is lone or late working required                              Yes ☐   No ☐        

	Possible Routes of infection 

	Inhalation   ☐     (If aerosols are produced e.g. vortexing/centrifugation shaking etc.)
Absorbtion ☐      (skin/eye contact through splashing etc.)

Injection     ☐      (needle stick injuries, cutes etc.)

Ingestion     ☐     (risk of contamination through mouth)


	Are there additional Risks for New or expectant mothers?                                             Yes ☐   No ☐        If yes, then refer to Occupational Health 
                                        karen.racher@heales.com

	Is Immunisation or Health Surveillance required?                                 
Yes ☐   No ☐        If yes, then refer to Occupational Health 

                                        karen.racher@heales.com


Control Measures

	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

	Gloves                              Nitrile ☐  Latex☐   Vinyl ☐
Eye Protection                Safety Glasses☐  Goggles☐  Face Shield ☐
Protective clothing          Standard Lab Coat ☐
                     Side fastening labcoat with elasticated cuffs  ☐
Other (list)


	Mechanical and Engineering Controls

	Microbiological Safety Cabinet                    Class 1☐  Class 2☐  
Other controls (list)



	Laboratory Containment level (CL) required:

CL1 ☐     CL2☐   CL3☐
See SSC-78-2 (Local Rules for the control of Biological Agents: Appendix 3) 
(CL3 only available in Medical School. Contact BSO for advice)



Section 4:  Disinfection and Disposal
(see local rules SPG-31-09 Safety Procedure and Guidance for Disinfection)
	Liquid:  Materials inactivated by autoclaving or disinfection prior to disposal 

Further Details:

	Solid:
CL1  ☐  (collected in autoclave bags in laboratory, sealed and transferred to clinical waste bags and disposed of via clinical waste contractor)

CL2 ☐ (collected in autoclave bags in laboratory, autoclaved, sealed and transferred to clinical waste bags and disposed of via clinical waste contractor)

Further Details: 

	Sharps 

CL1 ☐   (Collected in sharps bins, sealed and disposed of via clinical waste contractor)
CL2 ☐ (Disinfected or autoclaved, collected in sharps bins, sealed and disposed of via clinical waste contractor)

Further Details:

NOTE: Plastic pipettes can be disposed of as above or may be sealed in heavy gauge clinical waste bags for disposal where there is no risk of bag penetration


	Hazards to environment.


	Details (if applicable):



Section 5: Emergency Planning

	Spill/ release containment and clean-up procedure.
General Spills: CL1 and CL2 For spills and splashes flood the affected area with suitable disinfectant (e.g. 10% 'Stericol') and cover with paper tissues.  After a few minutes it may be sealed in a clinical waste bag and disposed of via clinical waste route.  Disinfected surfaces should be rinsed with water or dilute detergent solution and dried with paper towels. Dispose of all materials via clinical waste route.

Personal contamination:
Clothing/PPE:  Dispose of via clinical waste or autoclave prior to laundering.

Skin: Irrigate and wash area with antibacterial soap contact BSO for advice.

Major Spills/releases/contamination: Contact BSO for advice


AUTHORISATION
	ESTIMATED RESIDUAL RISK LEVEL 

(with control measures in place, see Appendix 1)




	High ☐
        Medium  ☐       Low ☐      Effectively zero  ☐    



Principal Investigator:  Name






Signed:







Date


(Signing confirms that all workers are trained and competent)
WORKER: NAME


   Signed:

     Date


WORKER: NAME


   Signed:

     Date


WORKER: NAME


   Signed:

     Date


WORKER: NAME


   Signed:

     Date


Approval for the project

Signed:






Date:



(School Biological Safety Officer)

Signed:






Date:



(Head of School)

Appendix 1: Matrix for estimation of level of risk

[Consequence x likelihood = risk of causing harm

	
	Likelihood of Hazard

	Consequence of Hazard
	High
	Medium
	Low 
	Negligible

	Severe
	High
	High
	Medium
	Effectively Zero

	Medium
	High
	Medium
	Medium/Low
	Effectively Zero

	Low
	Medium/Low
	Low
	Low
	Effectively Zero

	Negligible
	Effectively Zero
	Effectively Zero
	Effectively Zero
	Effectively Zero
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