
Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2003 Colonialism and After 15 (CWK) Essay 800 words

Essay 1500 words

Essay 800 words

Essay 1500 words

What have been the legacies of British colonialism for either: (a) Modern humanitarianism or (b) ideas of 

racial difference.

L2144 Sussex Perspectives on 

International 

Development

15 (CWK) Essay 1000 words

Essay 1000 words

Essay 1000 words

Essay 1000 words

Choose one of the following essay titles and write a 1000 word essay on it.

You can choose any title EXCEPT THE ESSAYS THAT YOU CHOOSE FOR YOUR ORIGINAL ASSESSMENTS:

1)  Why is it important to consider gender and sexuality in international development? Discuss, using an 

example. 

2)  What is financialisation and how does this concept help us understand contemporary development? 

3)  How far and in what ways does climate change challenge conventional ideas and practices of 

development? 

4)  Is ‘green’ small-scale gold mining possible or desirable? Discuss, using real-world examples. 

5)  Pick a representation of development (a photo would work best) and analyse it drawing on the theories 

we discussed in class. 

6)  What role does water play in development? 

7)  Critically evaluate the differences between climate change adaptation and development. 

8)  What is the relationship between coal mining, corporate power and the German state? 

9)  What are the current development challenges in Bangladesh in the water sector?

L2132 Global Development 

Paradigms

15 (CWK) 500 word essay

1500 word essay

500 word essay

1500 word essay

If you need to resit BOTH assessment 1 and 2, you must answer FOUR questions from the original list of 

questions on assessment 2.  questions remain the same, however you must choose different questions to 

those previously attempted.

If you need to resit only assessment 2, you must answer THREE  questions from the original list of questions 

on assessment 2.  questions remain the same, however you must choose different questions to those 

previously attempted.
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Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2133N Research Skills for 

Development

15 1x Report 1200 words

1x Report 1800 words

1x Report 1200 words

1x Report 1800 words

1st Proposal (1,200 words): Write a research proposal that uses quantitative research (surveys) to gather information 

on gender and ownership of property, land and/or other local resources within urban and/or rural communities in 

Sierra Leone.

2nd Proposal (1,800 words): Write a research proposal that uses qualitative research (interviews/focus 

groups/ethnographic methods) and/or participatory research to gather information on household/community gender 

dynamics in Sierra Leone. 

Please use the Case Study and assessment materials available on Canvas. If you previously submitted and failed, please 

use a different research question/focus for this proposal(s).

L2147 Economic Perspectives 

on Development

15 Test – Week 8

Observation 100 words

Unseen Exam 2 hours

Essay 1000 words

Report 500 words

Distance Exam 2 hours

Resit for multiple choice test (now Essay 1000 words). Choose ONE of the following essay themes and discuss it in no 

more than 1,000 words each. Your essay should demonstrate a good understanding of the relevant theories and 

evidence that were taught on the module. Essay topics:

1) Ending extreme poverty and achieving economic development are possible but not inevitable and this gives the 

study of economic development its moral and intellectual urgency. Comment on and evaluate this statement. 

2) “Since poverty is multi-dimensional, only multi-dimensional measures can be used to quantify it in developing 

countries”. Explain your answer.   

3) What are some public policy measures that may: (i) encourage poor households to invest more in the education of 

their children? (ii) improve the quality of education offered at the primary level.

4) The World Health Organisation (WHO) strongly advocates increased reliance on prepaid health spending and risk 

pooling mechanisms to fund healthcare systems in poor countries. Discuss the reasons for this advocacy.   

Resit for observation mark (now Report 500 words). Write a reflective commentary of any one topic covered on the 

module. This should discuss, for example, why a concept is useful and how it can inform practice in development 

economics using relevant examples and evidence. Maximum word limit: 500 words. List of topics:

1. The economics perspective

2. Defining economic development

3. Poverty, inequality, and growth

4. Education and human capital formation

5. Health and development

6. International trade and economic development

7. Foreign direct investment, remittances, and aid

8. Environment, growth, and development

9. Policy evaluation and development

DEX question paper available to download from module Canvas 24hrs prior to submission

deadline.
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L2107N Social Change, Culture 

and Development

15 (CWK) Essay 1500 words

Essay 1500 words

Essay 1500 words

Essay 1500 words

How and why is ‘development’ often considered synonymous with ‘modernity’ and what are the 

implications of this for developing countries?

How can development in the Global North be linked to underdevelopment in the Global South? What are 

the implications of this for global development interventions such as the SDGs?

Assess the value of theories of structural violence for understanding process of development.

How and why can an emphasis on formal schooling in development approaches be associated with negative 

impacts on childhood learning? Use examples.

What are the limitations of focusing on the promotion of Social Capital in development projects and 

interventions?

Do you think that ‘Civil Society’ is a useful concept for Development?

Do you agree that online Social Media has weakened the impact of Social Movements?

Is migration good for national development?

“Indigenous identity is only powerful when it is ‘performed’ for outsiders.” Discuss in relation to indigenous 

people and development.

Discuss the positive and negative consequences of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

in relation to Development.

In what ways do current discourses of Sustainable Development recreate older ideologies of Development?

“Continued Economic Development is incompatible with any serious efforts to combat Climate change.” 

Discuss.

Are attempts to incorporate indigenous notions of well-being (Sumac Kawsay / Buen Vivir) into national 

development doomed to fail?

Are the UN SDGs useful as anything more than aspirations?

Students are encouraged to use ethnographic examples to support their arguments where appropriate.



Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2131A Dev, Business and CSR 30 1 x 5000 word thesis 1 x 5000 word thesis Same as standard assessment.You may continue to use the same title if you previously submitted and failed.

L2146 Development, Tools and 

Skills

30 1 x Group Presentation

1 x Take Away Paper

1000 word project

1 x Take Away Paper

Please speak to the convenor.

Question released 48 hours before the deadline

D6001 Development Work 

Experience

30 (CWK) Essay 1000 words

Report x 4000 words

Essay 1000 words

Report x 4000 words

tbc

005DA Disasters, Environment 

and Development

30 1 x Essay 4000 words

1 x Presentation 15 mins

1 x Essay 4000 words

1000 word project

tbc

L2152A Inside Development 30 1 x Group Presentation

1 x Report 4000 words

1000 word project

1x Report 4000 words

Titles chosen by student but should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if 

you previously submitted and failed.

003IDA Wealth, Inequality & 

Development

30 Essay 5000 words Essay 5000 words 1 x 5000-word essay (100%) due in. You will pick your own topic/title for your assessment. The requirement 

for your essay is that it must address itself to a specific aspect of the drivers and consequences of inequality 

and uneven wealth accumulation in the Global South and/or North. The essay should not use the same title 

used in your original submission. Please consult Canvas for example questions.

006IDA Urban Futures 30 Report x 5000 words Report x 5000 words You may continue to use the same title. If you have handed in a research report during the regular 

assessment period, you must write your resit report on a different city.

004IDA Migration and Global 

Development

30 Essay 3000 words

Portfolio 1000 words

Group Presentation 

Essay 3000 words

Blog/Portfolio 1000 words

Report 500 words

Title of the essay or blog should be approved by convenor, you may continue to use the same title as you 

previously submitted and failed.
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Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2145 Key Thinkers in 

Development

15 1000w essay

1000w essay

1000w essay

1000w essay

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one of the key thinkers in International Development. You can 

choose from: (If you need to resit both assessments you will need to write each essay on different thinkers, 

you must choose a different question to one previously attempted)

1. Smith

2. List

3. Marx

4. Fanon

5. Frank

6. Kabeer

7. Elson and/or Pearson

8. Sen

AF002 Glo Dev Challenges and 

Innovations

15 2000w essay 2000w essay Discuss one key development challenge from the module, along with a related innovation, using a single 

geographic setting (city, country or region) as a case study. (You must choose a different title to one 

previously attempted).

L2149 Institutions of Aid 15 2500w portfolio 2500w portfolio Please submit/resubmit your portfolio with all the assignments complete as in the original assessment 

schedule for the module. Please contact the module convenor to discuss where improvements can be made.
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Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2128 Development & the 

State

15 2000w or 3000w essay 2000w or 3000w essay Choose one of the titles below (you must choose a different question to one previously attempted):

1. Discuss either Listian or Smithian approaches to the State and Development. What are their strengths and 

weaknesses?

2. Discuss and assess at least one Marxist contribution to understanding the relationship between the state 

and development.

3. How did Weber contribute to our understanding of modern states?

4. Why is the concept of decommodification important in understanding welfare states?

5. How successful was South Korea at achieving catch-up development in the post Second World War 

period?

6. Is it worth thinking about development against and beyond the capitalist state?

L2103 Environmental 

Perspectives on Dev

15 2000w essay 2000w essay Write a 2000 word essay using one of these titles (you must choose a different question to one previously 

attempted):

1. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the term ‘sustainable development’?

2. Colonial hunters and their attitudes towards nature influenced colonial polities around conservation. 

Discuss and explain this statement.

3. Politics was more important than the environment when it came to colonial soil conservation policies. 

Discuss with reference to particular examples.

4. Population growth leads to environmental degradation. Critically discuss this statement with reference to 

specific examples.

5. Adaptation and mitigation policies are essential as we seek to deal with climate change. Critically discuss 

the harmonies and disharmonies between them, with reference to examples.

6. Biofuels are bad for the poor. Discuss.

7. Biodiversity and development are interdependent and interconnected, but ultimately impossible to 

achieve simultaneously. Discuss.

8. With reference to specific examples, evaluate the successes and failures of Community Based Natural 

Resources Management policies.

9. ‘Anticipation of benefits from development fuels individual, community and ethnic claims to land in 

pastoralist dryland areas of East Africa’. Critically discuss this statement drawing on examples.

10. How central is environmental sustainability in the SDGs, and how does this differ from the MDGs?
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L2104 Gender & Development 15 2000w or 3000w essay 2000w or 3000w essay Choose one of the questions below (you must choose a different question to one previously attempted): 

1. To what extent do gender binaries render certain bodies invisible? Discuss with reference to a case of 

your choosing.

2. Compare and contrast the ways in which WID and GAD approaches to development differ

3. To what extent do you agree with Flavia Dzodan’s assertion that “…feminism will be intersectional or it 

will be bullshit”?

4. To what extent do mainstream representations of rape as a weapon of war perpetuate the coloniality of 

gender?

5. How has the feminization of labour contributed to changing migration trends in the 21st century? Discuss 

with reference to a case of your choosing.

6. Using examples to illustrate your argument, how convincing do you find the classification of women who 

commit violence into ‘mothers’ ‘monsters’ and ‘whores’?

7. To what extent can men be disadvantaged by patriarchal structures?

8. To what extent do gender-based development initiatives adequately address the needs of queer 

populations? Discuss with reference to a case of your choosing

L2002N Race, Ethnicity & 

Nationalism

15 2000w or 3000w essay 2000w or 3000w essay Choose one of the questions below (you must choose a different question to one previously attempted): 

1. To what extent was the Apartheid system unique to South Africa? Discuss with reference to specific 

historical examples

2. What does Anderson mean by the term ‘imagined communities’? Discuss with reference to theories of 

nationalism.

3. What do we mean by the term ‘ethnicity’? Is it a useful concept?

4. Examine the links between culture and nationalism. Give examples.

5. What was the impact of Indian nationalism on women?

6. What do we mean by the colonial construction of difference in the context of South Asia?

7. What is the significance of ethnicity and nationalism with regard to the Palestinian question?



L2102N Health, Poverty & 

Inequality

15 2000w or 3000w essay 2000w or 3000w essay Choose one of the titles below (you must choose a different question to one previously attempted): 

- What is ‘structural violence’ and how does the concept contribute to our understanding of health 

inequalities? Discuss in relation to EITHER 

- the case of maternal health; 

- the case of HIV/AIDS; OR 

- the case of Ebola 

- Why do governments often seek to regulate women’s fertility? Discuss with reference to country specific 

health policies. 

- What is the relationship between inequality and obesity? Discuss with reference to examples from the UK 

and/or US 

- What does a study of homelessness reveal in terms of health inequalities? Draw on specific examples in 

your answer. 

- What role does the pharmaceutical industry play in reducing or reinforcing inequalities in health? Focus on 

the production of specific drugs and trans-national companies in your answer. 

001DS International Education 

and Dev

15 2000w or 3000w essay 2000w or 3000w essay Write an essay on one of the topics covered in the lectures, and apply it to a country or region of your 

choosing. This essay must be theoretically informed, analytically rigorous and empirically grounded (you 

must choose a different question to one previously attempted)



Code Course Credits Original Mode Resit/Sit Mode Resit Essay Title

L2154 Critical Perspectives on 

Conflict & Violence

30 5000w essay or 3000w 

essay on topic from list of 

titles provided

5000w essay or 3000w essay 

on topic from list of titles 

provided

Titles should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed.

002ID2 Decolonial Movements 30 1500w essay

3500w essay or 3000w ESS 

on topic (from list of titles 

provided)

1500w essay

3500w essay or 3000w essay 

on topic from list of titles 

provided

Write a concept note on 'decoloniality' (as per guidance on Canvas).

Students can choose either their own title or one of the COVID titles on Canvas. When choosing your own 

title it should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed.

005ID Global Approaches to 

Peace

30 3000w essay 3000w essay Titles should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed. You are also allowed to use the COVID contingency titles, these are available on the 

19/20 Canvas site.

007ID Horizontal 

Developments

30 1000w project

4000w report or 3000w 

essay on topic from list of 

titles provided

1000w project

4000w report or 3000w 

essay on topic from list of 

titles provided

Titles should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed.

L2124S Human Rights 30 5000w essay or 3000w 

essay on topic from list of 

titles provided

5000w essay or 3000w essay 

on topic from list of titles 

provided

Titles should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed.

L2153 ID Thesis 30 8000w essay or 5000w 

report

8000w essay or 5000w 

report

Titles should be approved by the convenor. You may continue to use the same title if you previously 

submitted and failed.
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