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This one-day workshop will examine methods and analysis of in depth qualitative survey, using
data collected by Mass Observation as a practical case study. Attendees will use examples
from the Mass Observation Archive to reflect on how in depth qualitative data might be used
in their research, thinking through the following areas: what is in depth qualitative survey and
what methods can be used to collect data? What kinds of data can it produce and how can
these be analysed?

Mass Observation was founded in 1937 to undertake a survey of everyday life in Britain. Using
both ethnographic and life writing methods, Mass Observation collected diaries, observational
reports, questionnaire responses and ephemera to record daily life until the mid-1950s. In
1981, the project was started again, using a volunteer panel of writers to respond to in depth
questionnaires reflecting everyday life in late 20™, early 215 Century UK. The project works
with academics from various disciplines to gather data that forms part of the Mass Observation
Archive housed at the University of Sussex at The Keep.

At the end of this module, you should be able to:

¢ Identify methodologies that can be applied to qualitative data analysis
e Apply qualitative analysis methods to a set of in-depth survey data
¢ Evaluate the benefits of using in depth surveys within your own research work
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