Call for Papers
Decolonizing Education: Towards Academic Freedom in Pluriversality/Multiversity

School of Global Studies

University of Sussex
The School of Global Studies at the University of Sussex invites participation in a one-day conference on the 11th April 2016 and a two-day seminar on the 12-13th April on the Decolonising Education: Towards Academic Freedom in Pluriversality/Multiversity. The events will focus on how best to challenge and change orthodoxies within the academy that preserve the hegemony of dominant perspectives on what counts as knowledge and whose knowledge counts. 
The conference will consist of keynotes, panels, presentations of papers and small group workshop sessions, followed by a cultural programme to include a fashion show, films and music. Over the following two days, a programme of seminars and workshops will focus on a more interactive set of interventions to discuss cartographies of power and structures of knowledge, decolonization of the paradigms of social science and post-colonial studies; and discussion of pluriversality/multiversity as an alternative to unipolar Euro-American knowledge systems dominating the world academic landscape today. 

These events will be of interest to students, scholars, and activists working with questions of decoloniality/decolonization, as well as those who wish to gain an introduction to this field. It will be of particular use to lecturers and researchers seeking to decolonize their classrooms, curricula, teaching practices, research and writing, and to student activists seeking to bring about change in their own institutions. It will also be of interest to independent researchers as well as those working for various non-governmental and governmental organisations, including local and central governmental authorities, consultants, policy-makers, trade unionists and even representatives of political parties, in relation to the concerns of reparatory justice, environmental justice and cognitive justice arising from centuries of coloniality in the institutions of education in the UK. 

Our aims are to:
· facilitate exchange of experiences among those involved in struggles for decolonizing education at all levels, particularly in the academy and all its forms of knowledge production, dissemination and exchange – from what is taught in the classroom, to what appears in its journals and scholarly publications, to how expert knowledge is disseminated;
· advance a pluriversal/multiversal perspective on knowledge generation and exchange in order to foster spaces for theoretical and methodological approaches that promote the self-determination, creativity and community self-empowerment of peoples excluded from and by the university as an institution for the reproduction of existing structural relations of power;

· facilitate the development around DETAFIP of a network of role models across disciplines whose work and engagement in decolonizing the academy and other institutions and spaces of education can serve as inspiration and as a point of reference in drawing interested scholar-activists and their communities into working together in building transnationally a global citizenship educational campaign for curricula of pluriversality/multiversity.

We invite a broad range of contributions – papers, posters, photography displays and short films - on Global South and critical Global North epistemologies and ontologies and Black Minority Ethnic (BME) experiences in Britain, with no limit on the topics of the presentations. 

Initial guiding questions include:
· How do we achieve cultural democracy in our classrooms?


· What practices have been most effective in provoking change to pluriversify/multiversify curricula in and across different disciplines?


· What lessons can be learnt from pedagogic practices that open up our institutions to plural perspectives and challenge Eurocentrism?
The deadline for proposals is 18th of March, 2016. Please use the attached form, and submit your proposal by email to decolonisingeducation@sussex.ac.uk
You are welcome to continue participation in our follow-up workshops to share experience and develop an 'action plan' on the 12th and 13th of April 2016 at the University of Sussex. More information about the seminar and its associated workshops is also available on our website.
This event is open to all. 
