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Honorable leaders and guests, good mormning.
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The international conference of “Global Traders in Yiwu & Their Trade
Routes” will be held successfully here in this bright September. On behalf of
Yiwu Municipal Government, | would like to extend a warm welcome to all
guests home and abroad.
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2 thousand years ago, Zhang Qian's mission to the West opened up the

silk road linking China and the West. The cargo transport from China to Europe
usually took a whole year at that time. Nowadays, a railway awakes the
sleeping silk road, products made-in-China can arrive at London within only a
fortnight. Yiwu has the honor to play an important role in this modern Silk
Road.
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Yiwu is a typical example of reform and opening up in China. For more
than 30 years, yiwu conducted the strategy of “developing commerce and
building up markets”, and has transformed from an in-land agricultural county
to the commodity capital in the world. Yiwu enjoys a high market extroversion,
and the market has formed an international pattern of buying and selling global
goods. More than 500,000 global traders purchase goods in Yiwu every year,
more than 13,000 foreign traders from over 100 countries and regions are
permanent residents in Yiwu. Yiwu commodities have been exported to over

210 countries and regions in the world. The market extroversion rate of Yiwu is
more than 65%.
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With the development of globalization, Yiwu people have never been
afraid in taking risks. Leaping over the physical space and psychological
boundary, Yiwu people engage themselves in the new business frontier and
start its own commercial legend with international vision and the ideas of new
era.
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Since the proposal of the belt and road initiative, Zhejiang province and
Yiwu city in particular, relying on national pilot reform program of international
trade and the advantage of commodity trade, has taken this historical
opportunity to set up the bonded logistics center and the international postal
matter exchange station. Yiwu has also promoted the routine operation of
Yixinou China-Europe freight train. Yiwu has made positive and prominent
achievement in building important section and pivot city of international trade
along the silk road economic zone.
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Yixinou China-Europe freight train first operated on the 18" of November
2014. Now the cargo train operates to 9 destinations including Madrid, London
and Prague and has 5 logistics distribution centers and 8 overseas
warehouses. It has an impact on over 35 countries. In 2017, Yixinou
China-Europe freight train has operated 168 trains and delivered 14,910 TEUs
which has increased by 84.3% as compared to last year. Among the several
China-Europe freight trains that are currently operating, Yixinou has the most
lines and the highest degree of marketization, as well as the leading
operational efficiency. China-Europe freight train is a silk road on track and has
re-painted the trade map between Asia and Europe. It provides economic
convenience and promotes the mutual understandings between Chinese and

European people. Even the daily necessities consumption has been changed
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by the China-Europe freight train.
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The international conference of “Global Traders in Yiwu & Their Trade
Routes” is just in time. Faced with the vibrant trade market, exploring the
business origin and the development of global traders in Yiwu and analyzing
the internal logic and trade routes of global trading running by those foreign
traders are important for promoting development of Yiwu trade business, and
facilitating Yiwu globalization and boosting Yiwu economy.
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At the beginning of 2016, University of Sussex Asia Centre and Yiwu
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Industrial & Commercial College signed the cooperation agreement to form a
partnership in the project of Yiwu: Trust, Global Traders and Commodities in a
Chinese International City. This project has focused on the cross-border
trading activities taking place in Yiwu, the overseas market of Yiwu
commodities and the roles of global traders in connecting Yiwu and the world.
In the past two years, the members of TRODITIES have visited Yiwu for more
than 10 times to conduct constant and systematic fieldwork and research on
Yiwu market and commodities.
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Yiwu Industrial & Commercial College works on providing intellectual
supports to Yiwu development for years by cultivating talents with global vision
and professional capacities, and providing academic suggestions and policy
recommendations to trade business development in Yiwu through academic
exchange and cooperation with universities and think tanks home and abroad.
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The University of Sussex is a leading research university in Britain, in
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Europe and even in the world. Sussex Asia Centre has a lot of experts and
scholars with expertise in interdisciplinary research on Asia. The Centre has
contributed to the study of multi-cultural development in Asia, Asian countries’
state policy, regional development in Asia and the comparative studies
between Asia and Europe.

NERTESEEGEFFMNEGREZ G il
SHEHREEN "RRE", FENRERFRZNN —F
—ig" BIRmEESHNEENE, BHOSSIHR “amZ
& BIKRER.

Yiwu is a test field for deepening marine and land trade cooperation
between China and countries along the Belt and Road, Yiwu is also a pioneer
in building the world business circle. | hope this international conference can
contribute more power of ideas to the construction of the Belt and Road and
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help to realize the prosperity of the world’s small commodity capital.
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Finally, 1 wish the conference of Global Traders in Yiwu & Their Trade
Routes a complete success! Thank you.



