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Welcome 

 
We’ve been busy these past few months developing opportunities within the school to increase understanding of 
research impact and create new opportunities for faculty to develop pathways to research impact. This includes 
another successful round of the ESW HEIF Quick Boost Impact award scheme, which resulted in six successful 
applications and a productive impact workshop for doctoral students and early career researchers, held in February. In 
this newsletter, you’ll find information about how colleagues are developing pathways to research impact, where you 
can go to find additional resources, and what else is happening at the university to support the development of 
research impact.  

 

Celebrating ESW Pathways to impact 
Are you developing your research impact pathways? 

Let us know - we’ll feature it here and look for other opportunities to showcase your work 

 

The ESW HEIF Quick Boost Impact award scheme has ended, and we’ve been able to award funding to six successful 
applications, enabling researchers across the school to develop new pathways to impact from their research.  

 

Tam Cane and Jeri Damman were both awarded funding to host workshops in collaboration with external partners, 
with a purpose of further developing networks of research users and stakeholders interested in their work. Louise 
Gazeley was awarded funding to host a conference that will extend the geographical reach of her research, and 
Rebecca Webb, Perpetua Kirby, and Sean Higgins were collectively awarded funds to design and deliver a workshop 
based upon their research at a diverse inner-city London school. They will also be working with a graphic design 
company to design an infographic* from their research.  

 

*If this is something you are interested in, please do contact Kristi or Deeptima as we can provide a useful guide to 
creating data visualisations and infographics, and the university has  access to Canva,  an easy-to-use design tool you can 
use to create and customize your own infographic. 

 

Gillian Ruch was awarded funding for a training workshop based on her research; funds will also cover the costs for 
follow-up site visits to each of the seven local authorities involved in the training, with a purpose of further tracking 
and evidencing impact. Marcos Delprato was awarded funding to pay for the development of a web resource that will 
enable him to further engage international education stakeholders in using his research.   

 

Finally, we’d like to congratulate Sean Higgins who was recently awarded a University of Sussex Research Led 
Initiative grant for his project “Building cross-world understandings and knowledges of global citizenship; connecting 
Sierra Leonean and English pupils and their teachers”.  Further details on the fund are available here.  

 

Adam Weiler Doctoral Impact Award 

 
Attention doctoral supervisors! This award is available to researchers currently registered for a doctoral degree at 
Sussex who have demonstrated potential to achieve outstanding academic impact in their field. The award is made 
possible from a generous donation to the University in memory of Adam Weiler, a former Sussex student who studied 
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International Relations. One award of £1,000 (to go towards the winner’s research) is available per year. Doctoral 
supervisors (along with the Director of Doctoral Studies) can nominate students. This year, the successful candidate 
will be presented the award as part of a prize-giving ceremony organised during the University’s Festival of Doctoral 
Research, taking place 18th – 20th June. 

 

The current call for nominations closes on Friday 17th May 2019, and you can find more information about the award 
here.  

Impact news 

 
As you may be aware, the university has successfully been awarded funding for a second round of the ESRC Impact 
Acceleration Account (IAA). This second phase will focus on ‘challenge-led impact’, particularly in the areas of 1) 
digital technologies and 2) health and well-being. Further information about the award will be announced next 
month; however if you’re interested in learning more, do feel free to contact Megan McMichael at 
M.Mcmichael@sussex.ac.uk or Nora Davies at N.Davies@sussex.ac.uk.  

Resources for Impact 

 
If you haven’t yet visited the very helpful Fast Track Impact website, please do so! The site has a 
range of useful and accessible resources developed by Professor Mark Reed and colleagues, 
including a free (brief!) online impact training for researchers. You may also find the podcast 
helpful; Reed kicks off the third series with a quick and clear overview of what impact is (and 
isn’t). For anyone who wanted to attend the workshop last month, or anyone who doesn’t feel 
entirely confident that they have a handle on research impact, it’s worth a listen.  We have also 
purchased a few copies of a book called ‘The Research Impact Handbook’ available to borrow- 
just ask Deeptima.  

 

Finally, in a recent blog post, Reed also provides an interesting take on impact in relation to the Knowledge Exchange 
Framework (KEF) consultation.  

Unsung impacts 
Get in touch to share your stories 

 

While often associated with the REF and with Research Council funding applications, impact can come in lots of 
shapes and sizes. All are valid, important and deserve recognition. We are keen to showcase examples of ESW 
‘unsung impacts’ – instances where your research is making a difference … possibly in ways you never expected!   

Impact advice and information 

 
ESW’s Research Impact Officer, Jane Shepard, is currently away on maternity leave. In her absence please contact 
ESW Academic Impact Lead, Kristi Hickle with any impact-related queries or questions until the 18th April (when she 
will also be away on maternity leave). After the 18th, please contact Deeptima Massey with your impact-related 
questions and she can direct them to the relevant person. Please also contact Deeptima to share your impact news, 
knowledge exchange activities or pathways to impact updates. 
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