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Research impact highlights, news and opportunities from the School of Education and Social Work

This newsletter highlights important news and events from and for the School of Education and 
Social Work (ESW) and celebrates the impact achievements of staff. It promotes the creative 

and innovative pathways to impact being developed by researchers across the school to 
foster increased engagement and participation within the School’s impact culture.  

If you have any impact news you’d like to share - or any comments on this newsletter 
- please email the School’s Research Impact Lead, Dr Kristi Hickle (K.Hickle@sussex.ac.uk), 

or Research & Enterprise Coordinator, Deeptima Massey (d.massey@sussex.ac.uk).

ESRC Impact Acceleration Award Winners
Dr Rebecca Webb and Dr Perpetua Kirby (Education) have been awarded an ESRC Impact Acceleration Award to build on 
the research and impact work they have been undertaking through Transform-in Education, a project aiming to create the 

educational conditions for children and young people to engage and act in response to the personal, local and global 
challenges of the twenty-first century. Working closely with the Lewes Environmental Education Strategy Group, 

the project outcomes will feed into the Lewes Environmental Education Strategy. 
 

Dr Henglien Lisa Chen (Social Work & Social Care), with colleagues in the School of Engineering and Informatics and the 
Business School, has been awarded ESRC Fast Track Engagement funding for their proposal: Co-creating Connected and 

Intelligent Care Homes for People with Dementia: The development of demand-lead project.  
The project aims to engage with care home staff, people with dementia, and families to better understand the challenge of 

dementia care in care homes. Their final report will be presented to business and technology partners 
who can provide solutions to these challenges in new ways.

Quick Boost Awards
We have just completed the third annual call for the Impact Quick Boost (HEIF) funding scheme and are pleased to 

announce the five faculty members who were successful in their applications for funding: 
Jo Tregenza (Education), Dr Laia Becares, Dr Rea Maglajlic, Dr Tam Cane,  

and Professor Gillian Ruch (all Social Work & Social Care). 
The projects funded this year will be diverse and creative and include the development 

of short animated films for research, workshops or conferences.

Research Impact Workshop for Researchers and New Academic Staff
Held on 11 December 2019, the workshop What is Research Impact and How to Develop was hosted by the School’s PhD 

convenors and Director of Doctoral Studies and brought together doctoral researchers, new members of 
academic staff and Early Career Researchers to discuss defining, capturing, and evidencing impact. 

Attendees debated practical strategies for building pathways to impact relevant for both small and larger research 
projects. Dr Linda Morrice (Education) presented her case study as a real-world example, 

and in the second half of the workshop there was a stimulating discussion on the importance 
of integrating impact in doctoral research from the proposal stage. 

We will continue to schedule research impact workshops so that new members of staff (or those new to impact) 
and doctoral researchers have further opportunities to attend.
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Online Impact
Check out recent updates to the internal research impact web page. 

You’ll find an ever-growing list of research impact award winners, details of impact-related events, links to key resources 
for understanding and developing impact, and more. You’ll also see a wordcloud representing the key words used in our 

REF 2021 impact case studies, indicating the ambitious and influential work happening within our school. 
Thanks to Deeptima for this - and to our case study leads for all their work on behalf of the school 

ahead of the REF 2021 submission!

Using Elements to Record your Impact and Store Evidence 
Elements, the new Research Information System, incorporates an impact module which allows users to add impact activities 
so that they are easily recorded and retrieved. This enables Schools to develop a comprehensive evidence base of the wider 

impact of their research by capturing details in one place, including associated links to grants, web pages or documents, 
making it easy to access for future reporting. 

This is an excellent way for you to keep a record of impact over time so do please have a look and give it a go!

Introducing: Christina Miariti
Some of you will already have had the pleasure of working with Christina, a Sussex Research Impact Officer 

working with researchers to develop the impact sections of their grant applications to a range of external funders 
(ie. AHRC, ESRC, H2020, British Academy and any funders with impact requirements). 

If you haven’t yet met her, Christina is a wonderful resource who supports researchers with a) impact framing and approach 
(this can be tied to a proposal or can be discussed more generally around one’s research) and b) content and ideas for 

including impact planning in research proposals. 
If/when you are preparing a grant application, do not hesitate to share your draft impact sections with Christina, 

or to contact her for a chat: C.Miariti@sussex.ac.uk.

For Your Diary

ESW Impact Advisory Group: 13 May 2020  
Throughout 2017-19, ESW’s Internal Impact Advisory Group (IIAG) focused on the development of impact case studies 

for REF 2021. Moving forward, we’d like to refocus and concentrate on ways of encouraging and generating impact across 
the School. The IIAG will aim to meet twice a year and hopes to recruit new members - particularly Early Career Researchers 

and new members of academic staff with fresh ideas about how to invigorate the School’s impact culture. 
Anyone working on research currently is welcome to join the next meeting which will be at 10am on 13 May in Room 108, 

Essex House (refreshments provided) to find out what we are planning and how you can be part of the 
School’s impact discussions post-REF. Please reserve your place by contacting Deeptima (d.massey@sussex.ac.uk). 

 

Sussex Impact Day: 23 June 2020 
Details to follow

Greetings from Jane Shepard
Jane started her new role as REF Project Officer for Impact and Environment at Goldsmiths in October 2019. 

She is currently involved in the review process of impact case studies, working closely with the case study authors to further 
develop their narratives and evidence portfolios. Work on the institutional and UoA environment statements is underway, 

so there is plenty to keep her busy! 
Outside of work, Baby Agnes is doing brilliantly and has just celebrated her first birthday. How time flies!

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/esw/internal/research/impact

