
Nuno Ferreira recently moved to the University of 
Sussex as Professor of Law.  His research 
interests include children’s rights, discrimination 
law, the European Court of Human Rights, 
European Union law, human rights, refugees and 
asylum, and sexual orientation. He is currently 
leading a Horizon 2020 European Research 
Council Starting Grant: ‘Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity Claims of Asylum’ (SOGICA), 
2016-2020.

SPOTLIGHT ON A NEW COLLABORATOR

Susi Arnott joins CIRCY as a Senior Honorary 
Research Fellow, based within the School of 
Education and Social Work. Susi is a very 
experienced film-maker and media professional, 
and has worked with CIRCY researchers on a 
variety of projects involving film, photography, audio 
and web materials in the past. See examples of her 
work at: http://susiarnott.co.uk.  
Susi will be providing a training session for CIRCY 
members in January on working with film and 
media technology.
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Darya Gaysina is a Lecturer in Psychology.  Her 
interests include Behavioural genetics, Depression, 
Developmental psychology, Epidemiology, Health 
and ageing, and Psychopathology.



AUTUMN EVENT
CIRCY kicked off the new academic year with a half-day 
members’ session on Researching Childhood: Innovative 
Methods and their Dilemmas. The event included six colleagues 
presenting an innovative method they had used in their research 
with children and young people: 
•	 A Day In The Life: Rachel Thomson (Social Work)
•	 Conversation analysis to examine videos of social work  

practice with children: Michelle Lefevre (Social Work)
•	 Involving young people in focus groups as expert informants: 

Tracey Fuller (Social Work)
•	 My Favourite Things: Using objects to learn about the  

everyday lives of children: Liam Berriman (Digital  
Humanities)

•	 Using music to understand the lives of young adults who 
have been in care: Fidelma Hanrahan (Education/ 
Psychology)

•	 Using psychosocial observation: Louise Sims (Social Work).

•	 Jacqui Shepherd (Education) has been awarded a small grant from the Sussex Research  
Opportunities Fund to investigate the experiences of autistic children at the dentist. She is 
working with a consultant paediatric dentist at the children’s hospital in Brighton, and has 
been interviewing parents, children and dental practitioners. She is due to deliver her report  
in January 2017. 

•	 Michelle Lefevre (Social Work) was awarded funding for the evaluation of a project working 
with parents who have lost one or more children to the care process following child neglect. 
The research will explore how successful the original project was at addressing participants’ 
parenting	difficulties,	reducing	unplanned	pregnancies,	and	preventing	similar	removals	to	
care of participants’ future children. 

•	 Robin Banerjee (Psychology) was awarded a Mental Health Research UK Adolescent Mental 
Health PhD Scholarship of £100,000 as joint main supervisor on the project ‘Pre-morbid 
school functioning and trajectories of mental health and social disability in adolescence and 
young adulthood’ to run 2017-21. 

•	 Kristine Hickle (Social Work) has received funding from the charity organisation Safer London 
to evaluate their Empower Families programme, which provides case work and support to  
parents and carers when their child is at risk of, or experiencing, child sexual exploitation. 

FOCUS ON IMPACT

Rachel Thomson (Social Work) and Ben Fincham (Sociology) were successful in their application to 
the Sussex Social Impact Fund for a project developed in partnership with Brook 
[www.brook.org.uk], the young people’s sexual health and wellbeing organisation. The project 
builds	directly	on	the	findings	of	two	co-funded	doctoral	research	projects	undertaken	by	former	
CIRCY Graduate Teaching/Research Assistant, Ester McGeeney, and current CIRCY Research 
Fellow, Elsie Whittington. 

The award enables the co-creation and delivery of two online digital learning modules: one on 
sexual consent, and the other on pleasure - both areas of high demand from educators who lack 
confidence	and	materials	to	adress	the	needs	of	young	people.	

The project is designed to work with and extend an established model, securing new organisational 
learning	about	the	reception	and	efficacy	of	digital	learning.	Laura	Hamzic,	Head	of	Digital	and	
Communications at Brook, is a co-applicant for the project and will oversee the production process. 
Ester McGeeney, now based at Brook, will lead on the design of the content of the modules and 
document their reception. 

The project will begin in January 2017 with a view to the materials being available for schools by 
the end of the summer holidays.

RESEARCH GRANTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 10 January 2017 

Jette Kofoed, Associate Professor, Danish School of  
Education, Aarhus University, Denmark, returns to the  
University of Sussex to run the doctoral training event ‘Stuck places in analysis’. She will re-
turn later in the year to  
collaborate with Janet Boddy (Education) on a CIRCY event on research ethics. If you are inter-
ested in joining the  
doctoral workshop on 10 January 2017, contact  
r.thomson@sussex.ac.uk 

•	 16 January 2017 
10am-4pm 
Seminar Room 18, Essex House 
CIRCY	members’	event	to	learn	more	about	what’s	involved	in	filming	for	data	collection	and	 
dissemination/impact	purposes.	To	include	basic	filming	techniques.		Save	the	date.	 
Emails with more details will be disseminated shortly. 

•	 Date TBC 
Re-scheduled Open Research Seminar presented by Tess Ridge, Professor of Social Policy and 
Deputy Head of Department of Social & Policy Sciences, University of Bath.   
Taking the Time to Listen: Developing QLR studies that make space and time for the needs 
and concerns of low income children and parents to be heard 

•	 6 February 2017 
Open Research Seminar presented by Dr Ben Fincham, Senior Lecturer in Sociology,  
University of Sussex. 
Title TBC 

•	 Future highlights include seminars from Dr Rebecca O’Connell, UCL-Institute of Education,  
and Dr Michael Lawrence, Reader, Media & Film, University of Sussex. Dates and details  
to be advised.



WHAT ELSE HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS TERM?
September

•	 Barry Luckock (Director of the Centre for Social Work Innovation and Research) and Kristine 
Hickle	(Social	Work)	presented	the	final	report	of	the	See Me Hear Me project to a meeting 
chaired by the Children’s Commissioner for England and attended by representatives from 
Ofsted and the Department for Education. The joint CSWIR/CIRCY project, which also involved 
Michelle Lefevre (Social Work) and Gillian Ruch (Social Work), explored how three local  
authorities had implemented a new child-centred framework for addressing child sexual  
exploitation. 

•	 Melissa Nolas (Social Work) and Christos Varvantakis (Social Work) presented methodological 
innovations from the Connectors study to researchers and partners at the Digital Civics  
Athens Lab(let) The Lab(let) is a collaborative community engagement project between  
computer scientists from Newcastle University and local solidarity movements in Athens. The 
aim of the Lab(let) is to co-produce coordinating technologies to support movements’  
activities. Melissa was invited for her previous and current research in theorising social  
support and in publics creating methodologies. She and Christos shared their knowledge and 
experiences	of	carrying	out	longitudinal	and	ethnographic	research,	specifically	in	Athens	
(Christos), and theorising social change with children. The purpose of the seminar was to  
enable the knowledge to feed in to and support researchers and partners at the Lab(let) in 
further engaging with solidarity movements and re-imagining supportive technologies. 

•	 Janet Boddy (Education) was in Helsinki, Finland, serving on the peer review panel for the  
Research Council of Finland Key Project Panel on Education and Psychology.

•	 Janet Boddy (Education) and Fidelma Hanrahan (Education/Psychology) attended the  
European	Scientific	Association	on	Residential	&	Family	Care	for	Children	and	Adolescents	
(EUSARF) 14th International Conference in Oviedo, Spain, where they gave two papers relating 
to their Against All Odds? study: 
- ‘Exploring the interplay of factors that support ‘successful’ transitions through the lived  
experiences of care leavers’. In What helps in making successful transitions from care?  
Symposium. 
- ‘Hearing a different story? Expressing identities and continuities through music for young 
adults previously in care’ (Janet Boddy and Jeanette Østergaard).  

•	 During September and October, Jette Kofoed visited the University of Sussex from Aarhus  
University, Copenhagen, to work with the Sussex Humanities Lab and CIRCY members on the  
Digital Childhoods theme. Jette gave a seminar exploring her current research on the sharing 
of images on snapchat entitled ‘Juggling pace, affectivity and ephemerality in digital youth 
lives’.  She also ran a workshop using a visual matrix methodology to explore manifest and 
latent	meanings	in	visual	material.	A	short	film	with	Jette	discussing	her	visit	can	be	seen	at	 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtZjnGDKMB8&feature=em-subs_digest 

•	 Robin Banerjee (Psychology) gave a keynote presentation at the ‘Children in Wales’ annual 
conference, Cardiff.

October

•	 CIRCY joined with the Sussex Humanities Lab and the Mass Observation Archive to host a  
successful 2-day National Centre for Research Methods (NCRM) funded advanced training 
workshop on ‘Case Histories in Qualitative Longitudinal Research’ on 11/12 October.  
Held at The Keep, the event involved CIRCY speakers including Pam Thurschwell (English),  
Rachel Thomson (Social Work) and Janet Boddy (Education), as well as international visitors 
Julie McLeod (University of Melbourne), Jette Kofoed (Arhus University) and Jeanette  
Ostergaard (Danish National Centre for Social Research - SFI). Other speakers included  
Jennifer	Platt	(University	of	Sussex),	Louise	Ryan	(University	of	Sheffield),	Rebecca	Taylor	 
(University	of	Southampton)	and	Gina	Crivello	(University	of	Oxford).	To	find	out	more	about	 
the event, including supporting papers and powerpoint slides, see  
https://padlet.com/r_thomson/nzak4llajezd.

•	 Nuno Ferreira (Law) worked with colleagues in the School of Law, Politics and Sociology to 
contribute to the Inquiry on Brexit and Human Rights. Nuno’s section was on children’s rights 
and is available online at http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.
svc/evidencedocument/human-rights-committee/what-are-the-human-rights-implications-
of-brexit/written/40636.pdf 

•	 Nuno also contributed to an Inquiry on employment opportunities for young people, focusing 
on child labour and the duty to privilege educational opportunities. Also available to view/
download: http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidence-
document/work-and-pensions-committee/employment-opportunities-for-young-people/
written/37821.pdf

•	 Rachel Thomson (Social Work) was invited to contribute to a panel on ‘Interdisciplinarity:  
Challenges and opportunities for Social Sciences’ hosted by the Academy of Social Sciences, 
London on 11 October. Rachel’s paper was entitled ‘Interdisciplinarity and the future of the 
discipline’.

•	 Professor Orly Benjamin, Department of Sociology & Anthropology, Bar-Ilan University, Israel, 
presented an Open Research Seminar for CIRCY on ‘Deprivation vs. Support: Poverty research 
from a mother/daughter perspective’ on 17 October.

•	 Emily Danvers (Education), Tamsin Hinton-Smith (Education) and Rebecca Webb (Education)
are enjoying their CIRCY sponsored workshop encounters with the ‘Writing Into Meaning’ PhD 
and Professional Doctorate group of researchers with whom they continue to work this term.  
The Wordpress blog speaks most effectively for the excitements, ideas and problematics of 
academic writing shared within the group. To learn more about the contributions of those 
within and beyond the CIRCY and ESW researcher community (or to post a comment), visit:   
https://writingintomeaning.wordpress.com.   
Tamsin, Emily and Rebecca will be drawing on their experiences from the group and the blog 
to present a paper at a University of Brighton event in early December 2016 on ‘Writing  
Ethics/Ethics of Writing’.

•	 Christos Varvantakis (Social Work) presented ‘Acropolis from a Distance: Photography in an 
ethnographic research with children’ at the 15th Kythira Photographic Encounters:  
Conference for the History and Theory of Greek Photography, Kythira, Greece on 1 October 
2016.



•	 Janet Boddy (Education) spent a week at the University of Chile in Santiago, working with  
Professor Claudia Capella and her team, advising on narrative analysis in a study of  
psychotherapy with young people who have experienced sexual abuse.   
As part of her visit she gave an open lecture and a postgraduate workshop: 
- ‘Understanding the lives of young people with experience of out-of-home placements:  
Perspectives from Europe’ (Open Lecture). 
- ‘Concepts, methods and ethics in research with children and families (Postgraduate  
Workshop). 

November

•	 A CIE (Centre for International Education) / CIRCY / CORTH (Centre for Reproduction,  
Technologies & Health) joint research café/seminar was held with former CIRCY doctoral  
researchers Dr Caine Rolleston, UCL-Institute of Education and Padmini Iyer, Sussex and Young 
Lives Project, University of Oxford, entitled ‘Whose Future? Skills for the 21st century in low 
and middle income countries’. 

•	 PhD in Social Work & Social Care researcher, Tasleem Rana, presented a Research-in-Progress 
seminar for CIRCY on 2 November entitled ‘Youth mentoring with vulnerable young people: 
Exploring the difference between theory and practice’.

•	 On 7 November, the ESRC-funded Talking and Listening to Children research project, led by 
Gillian Ruch (Head of the Department of Social Work & Social Care), launched its website 
incorporating professional development materials for social work practitioners. Visit: 
http://www.talkingandlisteningtochildren.co.uk

•	 Katie Howland (Interaction Design) presented a poster at the Designing Interfaces for  
Creativity Symposium on her research on design tools for young people. Visit:  
https://desinc.mfm.sussex.ac.uk/#postersdemos

•	 Robin Banerjee (Psychology) coordinated the inaugural Kindness UK Symposium at the  
Attenborough Centre for Creative Arts, University of Sussex, bringing together PhD  
researchers from across the university who were awarded conference grants to present  
research illuminating kindness and its impact on people and communities. 

•	 Robin Banerjee (Psychology) presented a report on ‘Improving Mental Health Provision in  
Secondary Schools: Evaluation of a pilot in three secondary schools 2015/16’ to the  
Children and Young People Committee of Brighton and Hove City Council.

•	 Sevasti-Melissa Nolas (Social Work), Vinnarasan Aruldoss (Social Work) and Christos  
Varvantakis (Social Work) presented ‘The	Connectors	Study:	Reflections	on	doing	comparative	
ethnography with children’ to an audience of 50 academics and students at SPMVV Women’s 
University in Tirupati, India, on 18 November.

•	 Kristine Hickle (Social Work) presented ‘Exploring practitioners’ perceptions of environmental 
risk factors associated with child sexual exploitation’ at BASPCAN (The British Association for 
the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect) on 18 Nov.

•	 The Digital Bubbles team ran its seventh seminar on autism and technology with stakeholders 
across academia, charitable groups, professionals. Materials can be viewed and downloaded 
at http://digitalbubbles.org.uk/?page_id=30

•	 Janet Boddy (Education) and three postgraduate researchers from Education (CIRCY and CIE), 
Nehaal Bajwa, Anna Wharton and Gunjan Wadhwa, visited the University of Siegen to take 
part	in	their	first	International Student Week. Janet gave a half-day workshop with Dr Daniela 
Reimer from the University of Siegen and Dr Hélène Join-Lambert from the University of Paris 
West Nanterre (formerly a Marie Curie Research Fellow in CIRCY), on ‘Space to Tell a Different 
Story: Methodological and ethical considerations in research with ‘vulnerable’ populations’.  
Nehaal, Gunjan and Anna took part in a variety of workshops over the week, presenting their 
research and sharing information about the CIRCY and CIE research centres. The researchers 
are currently writing a CIRCY blog about the week. 

December

•	 Robin Banerjee (Psychology) has coordinated a celebration/dissemination event for the  
‘Beating the Odds’ project at the Attenborough Centre for Creative Arts, University of Sussex, 
to be held in December. The event celebrates work on the value of young people’s  
participation in the creative arts and will include performances by Glyndebourne Youth Opera 
and Brighton Dome workshop group, Miss Represented. 

•	 CIRCY Research Fellow, Elsie Whittington, will present her Research-in-Progress on  
6 December, entitled ‘Educating for Consent: Beyond the binary’.

Congratulations to Zoe Hopkins, Georgia Leith and Samantha Holt who successfully graduated 
with PhDs in Psychology from the Children and Technology Lab - part of the Developmental and 
Clinical Psychology Group, this year: 
www.sussex.ac.uk/psychology/chatlab

DOCTORAL SUCCESS

Lucy Robinson (History) with her PhD researcher, Laura  
Cofield, published an article on riot grrl after a research trip  
to the Fales Library, New York. Funding by Santander.

PhD researchers (l-r) Anna Wharton, Nehaal 
Bajwa and Gunjan Wadhwa present their work 
at the International Expo at the University of 
Siegen’s International Student Week.



Michelle Lefevre (Social Work) and Katie Howland (Interaction 
Design) feature in the ‘12 Women in Academia’ photography series 
on display in the University of Sussex Library. Inspired 17th century 
Dutch artist, Rembrandt, the series reflects the influences on the 
professional and personal lives of the featured women. Details at: 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/newsandeventstwelvewomen?ref=bulletin

RESEARCH & STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
•	 The European Research Council-funded Connectors Study is looking to recruit Research  

Assistant	(0.8	FTE	-	fixed	term	for	13	months)	to	study	the	relationships	between	childhood	
and public life. Visit: 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/aboutus/jobs/1472 

 
•	 The School of Psychology is offering a PhD Studentship for Making connections in ASC:  

Supporting communication and peer cooperation in children with autism spectrum  
conditions (2017). Visit: 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/study/phd/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/view/676

•	 Banerjee, R., McLaughlin, C., Cotney, J., Roberts, L., & Peereboom, C. (2016):  
Promoting emotional health, well-being, and resilience in primary schools 
Cardiff, UK: Public Policy Institute of Wales.  

•	 Barron, H. C.Langhamer. (2016):  
‘Feeling through Practice: Subjectivity and Emotion in Children’s Writing’  
Journal of Social History.	DOI:	10.1093/jsh/shw070.	

•	 Bartholomew, Leethen (2016): 
‘Patriarchy and harmful practices: not a problem?’  
Seen and Heard,	26(3),	pp	29-37.

•	 Boddy, J., Phoenix, A., Walker, C., Vennam, U., Austerberry, H. and Latha, M. (2016): 
Telling ‘moral tales’? Family narratives of responsible privilege and environmental concern in 
India and the UK 
Families, Relationships and Societies.  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1332/204674316X14758399286843

•	 Bonnett, V., Yuill, N. & Carr, A. (2017, in press): 
‘Mathematics, Mastery and Metacognition: How adding a creative approach can support  
children in maths’ 
Special Issue of Educational and Child Psychology,	34(1)

•	 Cofield,	L.	and	L.	Robinson	(2016):	 
‘The opposite of the band’: fangrrling, feminism and sexual dissidence’  
Textual Practice,	Vol	30	(6)

•	 Fechter, A.-M. and Korpela, M. (Dec 2016):  
‘Migrant Children or Third Culture Kids?’ 
Introduction to thematic section, Asia	Pacific	Migration	Research, Vol 25(4)

•	 Fechter, A.-M. (Dec 2016):  
‘Between privilege and poverty: the affordances of mobility among children of international aid 
workers’ 
Asia	Pacific	Migration	Research, Vol 25(4)

•	 Gaysina, D. (2016): 
‘How genetics could help future learners unlock hidden potential’ 
The Conversation, 15 November, 2016  
http://theconversation.com/how-genetics-could-help-future-learners-unlock-hidden-poten-
tial-68254 

•	 Good, J., Brosnan, M., Parsons, S. & Yuill, N. (2017, in press): 
‘Virtual reality and robots for autism: moving beyond the screen’ 
Journal of Assistive Technologies

•	 Holt, S. & Yuill, N. (2017, in press): 
‘Tablets for two: how dual tablets can facilitate other-awareness and communication in  
learning-disabled children with autism’ 
International Journal of Child-Computer Interaction

•	 Kovas, Y., Malykh, S., Gaysina, D. (Eds.) (2016): 
Behavioural Genetics for Education 
London: Palgrave Macmillan.

•	 Lefevre, M., Hickle, K., Luckock, B. & Ruch, G. (2017, in press): 
‘Building Trust with Children and Young People at Risk of Child Sexual Exploitation: The  
professional challenge’ 
British Journal of Social Work

•	 Moscati, Maria, Buratto, Enrico and Infante, Vittorio (2016): 
Rainbow after the storm: Mylo and his dads go to the mediator 
University of Sussex / http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/64093

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS •	 Phoenix, A., Boddy, J., Edwards, R. and Elliott, H. (in press, 2017): 
‘“Another long and involved story”: Narrative themes in the marginalia of the Poverty in the UK 
survey’ 
In, Edwards, R., Goodwin, J., O’Connor, H. and Phoenix, Ann (eds.) Working with Paradata,  
Marginalia and Fieldnotes: The Centrality of By-Products of Social Research.  
Cheltenham, GB, Edward Elgar

Would you like to highlight your work on the CIRCY blog [https://circyatsussex.wordpress.com]?
Or through our twitter feed [@SussexCIRCY]?
Do you have any suggestions for seminars or events that you would like CIRCY to host or support?
What	activities	would	YOU	find	useful	at	our	next	members’	event?
We welcome your ideas. Please contact:

CIRCY Directors 
Janet Boddy 
E j.m.boddy@sussex.ac.uk
Michelle Lefevre
E m.lefevre@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Research Fellow
Elsie Whittington
E ew99@sussex.ac.uk

CIRCY Support
Jane Shepard
E jane.shepard@sussex.ac.uk

GET INVOLVED


